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  English as a Second Language (ESL) 
 Placement Test Eligibility Rules & Test Process Map 

 

At your testing session, take the Language Arts 
Survey 

English Test Recommendation Given English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Test Recommendation Given 

See English Assessment for 
Placement Test Eligibility Rules & 
Test Process Map for next steps… 

 

Receive ESL Course Placement(s) 

Enroll in ESL 
Courses 

I don’t think my 
ESL test result 

reflects my skill 
level. 

Can I retest? 
 
If you have not 
yet taken any ESL 
courses then you 
can retest 
WITHIN 6 months 
of earning your 
first test result. 

My ESL skills have 
improved since my first 

test. 
Can I retest even if I have 

taken ESL Courses? 
 

If you have earned a D, F, 
NP or I grade in ESL, you 
cannot retest until you 
have made up your non-
passing grade. 
 
If you have earned passing 
grades in ESL then you can 
retest WITHIN 6 months of 
earning your first test 
result. 

Take Final ESL Test 

Enroll in ESL Courses 

It’s been 2 years (or 
more) since I earned an 

ESL test result. 
Can I retest? 

 

If you have earned a D, 
F, NP or I grade in ESL, 
you cannot retest until 
you have made up your 
non-passing grade.  
 
 

If you have never taken ESL 
courses, or you earned passing 
grades in ESL, then you can test 
with us again; or you can 
continue with the course 
sequence from where you left 
off. 
 
Because it has been 2 years (or 
more) since your last recorded 
test result, your test eligibility 
“restarts” so you are entitled to 
an initial and a retest.  

Take, Initial, or First ESL Test 
 

ESL Test Eligibility Cycle 
Restarts!  

[Start from top] 

Make a testing appointment for Language Arts Test 

ESL students must 
complete ESL 261, 

262 & 263 with 
passing grades, or 

test into ESL 272 & 
273 or higher, 

before they can 
attempt the 
English test.  

 
Assessment Center   
deanza.edu/assessment  
 Watch the 

Placement Test 
Eligibility 

Video! 
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