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TIGRA Community Volunteer Internship Spring 2012
Description:   The Transnational Institute for Grassroots Research & Action (TIGRA) is seeking interns to assist in the development of two key projects this Spring: an immigrant welcome fair and immigrant consumer rights campaign. Interns will have an opportunity to learn about and work on both projects.  Applicants should have interest in immigrant rights, policy research and advocacy, and community organizing.
Internship activities include:
Project 1: New Immigrant Welcome Fair in SF
1. Business Development:  This position/activity will be key in identifying and building local and national business relationships to support the success of the welcome fairs.   Some objectives include: identify and compile a database list of Pilipino-serving and immigrant serving businesses & community organizations; create solicitation letter and phone script to businesses; assist in tracking ad book sales and vendor booth sales; website updates; fair outreach.
2. Community Outreach:
This position/activity will promote the Welcome Fairs through field work, presentations, media and social-networks. Some objectives include: create online/offline outreach strategy for fair, create outreach materials for fair - flyers, postcards, posters; conduct outreach visits; create list of media outlets, including create press release, PSA’s.

3. Beneficiary Exhibit: This position/activity will work with the Welcome Fair committee to design and build the center-piece of the Welcome Fair. Some objectives include: create profiles of beneficiary organizations - through interviews, photos, oral recordings, video; assist in designing interactive, multi-media exhibit; build out of exhibit.

Project 2: Stop International Phone Card Abuse California Statewide Campaign (Bayarea-wide)
1. Community Outreach:  This position/activity will conduct community outreach fieldwork to identify and activate community leaders and campaign supporters.  Some objectives include: disseminating and collecting postcards, working one-on-one with community to file complaints, data compilation and analysis; community presentations with community groups.

2. Alliance building: This position/activity will conduct outreach to current ally organizations and potential ally groups.  Some objectives include:  engage and update allies on campaign; secure organization endorsement and campaign participation, provide support for a regional committee of ally organizations
3. Research and Materials: This position/activity will conduct campaign and industry research as needed by the campaign, including social media and public media.  Some objectives include: Media and industry research, use of social media, attend local hearings and meetings, create/adapt materials for campaign use.
Duration: 14-week internship, February – April 2012. 

Internship will cover transportation and other expenses.

To apply:

Email short responses to the following questions to Lisa Castellanos @ lcastellanos@transnationalaction.org

1. Why are you interested in this internship? 

2. Based on your personal understanding, what is the difference between transnational and global citizen?

3. What is your knowledge or experience – personal or otherwise – of the remittance industry?

Organization: TIGRA, based in Oakland, is a non-profit organization that emerged from a need for consolidation amongst immigrant groups in the United States and abroad in 2005. TIGRA believes that money transfer companies should not be the gatekeepers of migrant families and communities. TIGRA’s goal is to find just alternatives for migrant families though fostering corporate- community reinvestment and increasing industry transparency. TIGRA strategies include community education and industry accreditation. TIGRA hopes to positively influence financial literacy rates, democratize user-friendly technology, develop economic self-sufficiency and stability, and cultivate people’s abilities to save and invest in their own communities.
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