De Anza College

Environmental Studies Department

Mission Statement
The mission of the Environmental Studies Department at De Anza College is to provide students with an environmental stewardship foundation, knowledge of ecological, social and economic concepts, and an awareness of their roles within a sustainable society.  Environmental studies and the environmental sciences integrate ecological, sustainability, ethical, socio-economic and political principles, employing formal and non-formal methods of teaching as an effective means of education. 

An Environmental Studies Student Should Graduate With . . .

· An understanding of how our behavior, including our use of energy and natural resources, affects the environment

· A knowledge of ecological and sustainability principles as a foundation upon which to base decisions 

· An understanding of the complexity of biodiversity (species, genetic, ecological and functional) and the role of the evolutionary process; as well as opportunities to help preserve this legacy

· An understanding of human history, our relationship to the environment and how that role has evolved over time

· A strong knowledge and understanding of environmental laws and regulations, their development, implementation and enforcement

· An understanding of leadership techniques used in political participation, including a consensus-based decision-making model,  at the local, state, and federal levels, whether they be in the business, nonprofit or governmental sector

· The ability to participate in and influence the decision making process

· A familiarity with information gathering techniques 

· Experience, participation and exposure to actual, career-related opportunities     

