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EWRT 1B-06: Reading, Writing, and Research   Course# 0988
Fall 2003

Days & Time: M, T, W, Th & F 11:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
Room: S15

Instructor: Karen Chow


Office & Office Hours: F11-K, M-Th 9:20-10:20 AM, and by appointment.

Phone Messages: (408) 864-5763

E-mail: chowkaren@fhda.edu

Prerequisites: English Writing 1A.

Course Goals: 

This course focuses on the application of analytical, critical, and synthesizing skills developed in English 1A to the introductory study of the ways meaning is constructed in literary/imaginative texts.  Through a sampling of 20th century texts, we will specifically explore the relationship between literary production and interdisciplinary perspectives on the subject of “food.” Topics include: Food and Theory, Food and Culture, Food and religion, and Food and Technology.  As a supplement to the readings, we will also be viewing documentaries and feature films focusing on issues related to food.  In addition, in collaboration with Professor Rowena Tomaneng’s EWRT 1B section, our class will participate in a food-related community service learning project (to be discussed); your participation will be counted towards your participation points. Class participation is essential for discussion & collaborative learning. 
Required Texts:


A Cafecito Story, Julia Alvarez

Abeng, Michelle Cliff

The Cost of Living, Arundati Roy

English 1B Reader, Fall 2003 (availability TBA) 

A pocket dictionary (American Heritage, etc.)

Writing Assignments:  

By the end of the course you will have completed a researched-based group presentation and 4 essays. Essay #1 (2-3 pages), Essays #2 and #3 (3-4 pages) will be theoretical, literary and/or film analysis. Essay #4 will be an 8-10 pages research essay, complete with annotated bibliography reflecting a minimum of 5 research sources (maximum of three internet sources).  You will also be taking a final exam focused on definition of critical terms.

Reading Assignments & Critical Response:

All assigned readings must be completed before the class session in which they will be discussed.  To better prepare you for class discussion, Open Book Quizzes will be given regularly.  There will be no make-up quizzes.

Evaluation:

This is a letter grade course.  The last day to drop with a W is Friday, November 14.  Your grade will be determined by the following formula:
Essay #1-100 pts.
Group Presentation:100 pts

A=900-1000 pts  F= 0-599 pts. 

Essay #2-150 pts.
Attendance & Participation:100 pts
B=800-899 pts

Essay #3-150 pts.
Quizzes:50 pts.


C=700-799 pts

Essay #4-250 pts.
Final Exam:100 pts.


D=600-699 pts

There will be three extra credit opportunities this quarter (15 points each, TBA)

Course Policies:  

· Attendance is mandatory.  I will only allow 5 absences (excused or unexcused) during the quarter.  If you miss more than 5, you will be dropped from the class.  Absences will also be reflected in your overall attendance and participation grade (10 pts. deduction per/day).
· Peer editing is mandatory and constitutes 10% of your overall essay grade.
· Revisions are possible for Essays #1, #2, and #4.  Revisions will be due 4 class days after I have returned the original to you.  Any changes made to the original must be highlighted in your revision.  No late revisions will be accepted.
· Disruptive Behavior (consistent tardiness, rudeness to classmates and instructor, use of electronic equipment such as cellular phones & pagers, doing homework for other classes, etc.) will not be tolerated in the classroom, and may result in you being dropped.
· This is a college level course and materials of an adult nature will not be censored due to their relevance to issues discussed in class.
· Cheating and Plagiarism:  Plagiarism constitutes taking someone else’s ideas and/or words and using them as your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally.  Anytime you use someone else’s words and ideas, EVEN IF YOU CHANGE THE  WORDING  SLIGHTLY, you need to properly cite and acknowledge the reference.  We will discuss proper citation format in MLA (Modern Language Association) style, which is what I will be requiring for your research papers.  Turning in work that contains improperly cited writing from another source—whether unpublished work like another student’s paper, or published work like internet sources, newspapers, magazines, books and other printed material-- is plagiarism.  If I suspect that any submitted work contains plagiarism, I will confront the student, and penalties can range from failing the assignment to failing the course.
Course Schedule: 
Readings, Class Activities, and Assignments Due

Week 1
Food and Theory

M, 9/22
Course Introduction



T, 9/23
Reader: Elizabeth Telfer excerpt (Food For Thought, Introduction and Chapter 1)

W, 9/24
Reader: Elizabeth Telfer excerpt (Food For Thought, Introduction and Chapter 1)

Th, 9/25  
Reader: Jeff Tagami “Now it is Broccoli” and “Song of Pajaro”

F, 9/26
Reader: Selections from Edible Amazonia

Week 2
Food and Theory

M, 9/29
Reader: Elizabeth Telfer excerpt (Food For Thought, Chapter 2)

T, 9/30
Reader: Elizabeth Telfer excerpt (Food For Thought, Chapter 2); 
W, 10/1
Maya Angelou, “The Cook, Her Son, and a Secret”
 

Th,10/2
Reader: Michael Allen Fox, excerpt from Deep Vegetarianism; Margaret Mead, “The Changing Significance of Food”; Gish Jen, “Don’t Ask, Just Eat”

F, 10/3
Reader: Michael Allen Fox, excerpt from Deep Vegetarianism; Margaret Mead, “The Changing Significance of Food”; Gish Jen, “Don’t Ask, Just Eat”

Week 3
Food and Culture


M, 10/6
Reader: Excerpt from Sidney W. Mintz, Tasting Food, Tasting Freedom, Chapter 8; Jonathan Gold “Spamming The Globe”; Group Presentation;

T, 10/7
Reader: Excerpt from Sidney W. Mintz, Tasting Food, Tasting Freedom, Chapter 8; Jonathan Gold “Spamming The Globe”; Group Presentation; 

W, 10/8
Peer Editing for Essay #1 (Bring 2 copies of your draft to class)

Th, 10/9
Reader: D. Gabaccia, excerpt from We Are What We Eat: Ethnic Food and the Making of America (Chapter 1 & 2) ; Rita Dove “Crab Boil” and “Quaker Oats”

F, 10/10
Reader: D. Gabaccia, excerpt from We Are What We Eat: Ethnic Food and the Making of America (Chapter 1 & 2) ; Rita Dove “Crab Boil” and “Quaker Oats”; Essay #1 Due at beginning of class
Week 4
Food and Culture

M, 10/13
Reader: D. Gabaccia, excerpt from We Are What We Eat: Ethnic Food and the Making of America (Chapter 8); Jhumpa Lahiri, “Indian Take Out”;

T, 10/14
Andrew X. Pham excerpt, “Alley World” and “Beggar Grace” chapters; 

W, 10/15
Reader: Sidney W. Mintz, “Cuisine: High, Low, and Not At All”
Th, 10/16
Andrew X. Pham excerpt, “Fullcircle-Halflives”; 

F, 10/17
A Cafecito Story; Group Presentation

Week 5
Food and Culture

M, 10/20
Jonathan Reynolds, “Have It Their Way, Today’s Chefs Whip Up Fast Food”; Fae Myenne Ng, “My Dragon-Dancing Years”;

1:30-3 PM Visiting Speakers Series speaker: Andrew X. Pham, Extra Credit Opportunity for attending and 1-page written critical response
T, 10/21
Peer Editing for Essay #2 (bring 2 copies of your draft to class)

W, 10/22
Film “Like Water For Chocolate”

Th, 10/23
Film “Like Water For Chocolate”

F, 10/24
Film “Like Water For Chocolate”; Group Presentation


Essay #2 Due at beginning of class

Friday, 10/17: Last day to request P/NP grade
Week 6
Food and Technology


M, 10/27
Reader: Gita Mehta “The Famine of Bengal”; Arundati Roy The Cost of Living
T, 10/28
Reader: Gita Mehta “The Famine of Bengal”; Arundati Roy The Cost of Living

W, 10/29
Arundati Roy The Cost of Living, Discussion of Research Results on Sustainable Farming/Genetically Modified Foods

Th, 10/30
Arundati Roy The Cost of Living, Documentary on India (TBA); 

F, 10/31
Arundati Roy The Cost of Living, Documentary on India (TBA); Group Presentation

Week 7
Food and Technology


M, 11/3
Reader: Jack Goody “Industrial Food, Towards the Development of a World Cuisine”;

T, 11/4

Reader: Michael Pollan, “The Futures of Food”; 

W, 11/5
Reader: Matt Lee & Ted Lee “The Next Big Flavor, Searching for the Taste of Tomorrow”

Th, 11/6
Reader: Bruce Grierson, “What Your Genes Want You to Eat”; Amanda Hesser, “Vintage Cuts”

F, 11/7
Reader: Marian Nestle, “Selling the Ultimate Techno-Food, Olestra”; Group Presentation

Week 8
In-class Essay #3 and Library/Research Orientation

M, 11/10
In-class Essay #3

T, 11/11
In-class Essay #3

W, 11/12
Library Orientation

Th, 11/13
Research Paper Orientation

F, 11/14
Group Presentation

Friday, 11/14: Last day to drop w/ “W”

Week 9
Food and Religion

M, 11/17
Reader: Caroline Walker Bynum “Fast, Feast, and Flesh: The Religious Significance of Food to Medieval Women”;

T, 11/18
Reader: Anne Hebert, “Bread Is Born”

W, 11/19
Reader: Tina Koyama “Chocolatier”; Daniel Sack, “Moral Food: Eating As A Christian Should”;

Th, 11/20
Michelle Cliff Abeng; 

F, 11/21
Michelle Cliff Abeng; Group Presentation

Week 10
Food and Gender

M, 11/24
Michelle Cliff Abeng

T, 11/25
 Abeng, Reader: Marvalene Hughes’ “Soul, Black Women, and Food”; Group Presentation
W, 11/26
Reader: Marvalene Hughes’ “Soul, Black Women, and Food”; Group Presentation

Th, 11/27
No class; Thanksgiving Holiday

Week 11
Food and Gender

M, 12/1

Abeng;

T, 12/2

Abeng; Reader: Jennifer Ire, “The Power of the Pepper”

W, 12/3
Essay #4 Peer Editing (bring 1 copy to class)
Th, 12/4
Finish Essay #4 Peer Editing (bring 1 copy to class); Discuss Final Exam

FINAL EXAM: 11:30 am-1:30 pm Wednesday, December 10
