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SYLLABUS  --  SOC. 05
VIETNAM in VIET-NAM is a special project of De Anza College, offering an introduction to Vietnam to students of all disciplines, circumstances or ages who would not otherwise be able to receive an on-site, guided, and wide-ranging exposure to Viet Nam and its people.  This year is the 8th study-trip De Anza has conducted in Viet Nam over the last decade.

This syllabus is for Soc. 05  - Sociology of Globalization and Social Change -  also listed as INTL 8.

The class will spend the first week at De Anza to prepare, so that the students can benefit the most from their subsequent three-week study-trip in Vietnam.  This year, the class will be held on July 1-3.  In the evening of July 6th, we’ll board the plane and fly to Ha Noi, arriving on the 7th of July.  We’ll return to San Francisco on Friday, July 26th, in the afternoon.

Teaching method:  This is a unique course in that the main learning vehicle will be your personal experience with the country, the people, the culture, and the institutions of Vietnam.  I’m primarily your guide and your facilitator.  I’ll lecture for a portion of the time, often using the class discussion method and when in Vietnam, inviting experts in various fields to share their knowledge and experience.  

I’ve prepared a reader to flesh out various issues relating to the core understanding of Vietnam in the context of Soc 05, and will pick a portion of it for class discussion, or to ask guest speakers to address.  

At the same time, you can also contribute to this course with your own interest.  I’ll entertain questions or requests about specific issues, activities, or contacts, etc… and to the extent possible, I’ll accommodate them and share them with your classmates.

Expectations:
To make the most out of this course, you need to put in more effort than in an regular class: you have quite a bit to read to bring everyone to a comparable level to discuss, cogently, the materials and experiences; you have to participate in all classes and activities, both in the U.S. and in Viet Nam; and you have to write daily.

Specifically, you have one reader, prepared for this summer, plus daily newspapers while in Vietnam and various news outlets online.  The reader will be distributed via email this year. Newspapers are available online.  You are expected to read them regularly.

You are required to keep a diary, with daily entries.  On the average, a page a day would do; but don’t stop there if you have more observations, thoughts, queries, etc… 

And of course, you must stay engaged during lectures and discussions, and maintain some flexibility and good humor while we’re “in country.”

By the end of this summer class, you’ll have gained a working introduction to the culture, geography, institutions, arts, politics, history, economy, people, food, and religions in Vietnam.  This knowledge and experience should help you pursue more in-depth studies about Vietnam or about globalization, international relations, or other related fields, in the future. 

At the end of the study-trip, you’ll turn in two things:  

1.  Your trip diary, starting July 06 and ending July 26, with daily entries; AND
2. One term-paper on the individual topic that you and I will

agree to.  Some of these papers require additional research, or additional reading, and their lengths may vary.  It’s not how long the papers are but how well they are researched and written that counts.  

The due date for both items will be August 10, by email only  (vuduc.vuong@gmail.com). There’ll be no final exam this summer. 

Grading:
Your grade will be computed as follows for Soc 05:  30% from your participation; 30% from your diary; and 40% from your term paper.  

Other details:  Since we’ll be traveling together, you can talk to me whenever questions or issues arise.
Any other questions, email or call me.  (vuduc.vuong@gmail.com)  In Vietnam, my cell phone number is:  093 856 6100

Additional Reading:
 

We’ll use portions of the following books for this summer, and you’re encouraged to read additional sections on your own, or for your term papers:

            “Bitter Victory”, Robert Shaplen, Harper & Row, (1986);
 

“Spring Essence: The Poetry of Ho Xuan Huong”


John Balaban, translator, Copper Canyon Press, (2000);


“Vietnam: A Natural History”, Eleanor Jane Sterling, Martha Maud Hurley,



and Le Duc Minh,  Yale Univ. Press,  (2006);

 
“Vietnam Notebook”, Murray Hiebert, Review Publishing, (1993);

"Vietnam, Now: A Reporter Returns"  David Lamb, Public Affairs,(2002);


"Vietnam on the Move",  The Gioi Publisher, Hanoi, Vietnam (2007);

“Wandering Through Vietnamese Culture”, Huu Ngoc, The Gioi (2004);

 “Catfish and Mandala”,  Andrew X. Pham,  1999


"The Sorrow of War", Bao Ninh, Phan Thanh Hao, translator, 

Riverhead Book, (1996);

and “Vietnam Chronology”, edited by Vu-Duc Vuong, along with assorted excerpts, articles, statistics, etc… by various authors and institutions.

ITINERARY

How to contact us in Viet Nam:

From July 7 to July 26, the class will be in Viet Nam.  During this period, email and other social media are available most of the times; students and family members can exchange news on an almost daily basis.

In urgent situations, I have a cell phone in Vietnam  (011-84- 093-856-6100) that you can call me.  Some of your children or loved ones will also have their own cell phone with international access, so communication this summer should not be an issue, under normal circumstances.

Note that the time in Vietnam is 14 hours ahead of the U.S.; so if it’s noon in California, it’s 2:00 a.m. the next day over there.  From Vietnam to the U.S., it’s simpler as we can “call home” when necessary.

July 7 (Sun)
Arrive in Ha Noi 
(10:35 am)
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Lunch – hotel check in – a little rest

Prelim. tour of Hanoi: Temple of Literature; Water Puppets show.







Hotel:Gondola






31 Hang Hanh- Ha Noi-+84 4 3933 5688







http://www.gondolahotel.com.vn
July 8 (Mon):
6.00 AM: Walk around Hoan Kien Lake. 

               One class session- then visits in Ha Noi.

               e.g.: Viet Nam Women Museum, Fine Arts Museum,



One Pillar Pagoda)




Evening: Dinner then night train to Lao Cai




Overnight on train SP3: 21:50-04:30

July 9 (Tue)
Breakfast in Lao Cai



Drive to tribal market at Coc Ly


Boat ride on Chay River  --  Having lunch.


Drive to Sapa  -- hotel check-in


PM: Visit Ham Rong Mountain.



Both involved walking, some climbing





Hotel:  Holiday View in Sapa 





034 Cau May- Sapa- Lao Cai- +84 203872 990






http://royalviewsapa.vn/
July 10 (Wed)
Trek through Cat Cat Village in am  -  Lunch


Mid-PM: drive back to Lao Cai & some sightseeing

 (Border with China  --  Thuong Temple  -- etc..)



Dinner in Lao Cai --  night train back to Ha Noi 





Overnight on train SP3 20.45- 5.10

July 11 (Thu)
Arrive Ha Noi in the early morning for hotel check in & breakfast in HN

Visit Tay Phuong Pagoda & Duong Lam Ancient Village (lunch there)

Return to HN,

July 12 (Fri)
Drive to Yen Tu Mountain (climb to Chua Dong)



(Note: Need good walking shoes)

Lunch (late) in Thien Vien Truc Lam

To Ha Long Bay. Class session / Debriefing






Hotel: Mithrin in Ha Long






Hoang Quoc Viet Road  - Bai Chay 







www.mithrinhotelhalong.com.vn
July 13 (Sat)
Boat ride in Ha Long Bay  –  Cave visit – 

Lunch and swim(as allowed)
Pm : Return to Ha Noi.   Night train to Hue





Overnight on train SE23: 20.05-9.49
July 14 (Sun):  Late Breakfast in Hue



Transfer to hotel in Hue.



Visit Hue: Imperial Citadel then take a bicycle through the 'Old City'.



Evening: enjoy Hue Traditional Music on Perfume River.

                                                
Hotel: New Star Hotel in Hue




36 Chu Van An St - Hue City




www.newstarhuehotel.com

July 15 (Mon)     Hue city.

Visits in/around Hue (Thien Mu  -  Phan Boi Chau Tomb  -  guest speaker, etc…)
                       Lunch,  then  drive to Hoi An -- 

                       Evening free to explore Hoi An a little

                                                                                          Hotel: Thuy Duong 3 Hotel in Hoi An




Nhi Trung (New) St. - Hoian +84 510 916565






http://www.thuyduonghotel-hoian.com/
                                                

July 16 (Tues) Explore Hoi An. Ancient Town
                        Lunch and activity to be arranged
                        Dinner in Hoi An

                                                




 

July 17(Wed)  



Drive to My Son, ancient Champa capital and Tra Kieu

                        Lunch – then beach time at Hoi An (rest)

                        Dinner in Hoi An

July 18(Thu)   After breakfast : to Da Nang & visit Cham Museum 

Have lunch at Bread for Life and then fly to Sai Gon VN1317 14.35-15.45

          Arrive SGN/HCMC 15.45



Explore downtown SGN 




Dinner together






Hotel: Kingston Hotel in HCMC





 52 Thu Khoa Huan – Dist 1 +84 38245588






 http://www.kingstonhotel.com.vn/
                                   





July 19 (Fri):    Driving to Tay Ninh Province. Visit Cao Dai Temple

                        



Continue to visit Cu chi Tunnels.  
                                                                       
July 20 (Sat): 
HCMC- Chau Doc 

 Arrival in Chau Doc,  visit Lady ChuaXu Temple on Sam Mountain, caved pagoda,  

                                              Hotel: Ha Long Hotel in Chau Doc
N01- Nui Sam ward- Chau Doc -  An Giang





           http://www.halongchaudoc.vn
July 21 (Sun): Chau Doc – Tra Su Bird Sanctuary- Can Tho

Take a boat trip to visit floating fishing village – fish farm, Cham minority people village.
Visit Tra Su Bird Sanctuary, Have lunch. 

Depart to Can Tho.  Evening class / Debriefing

Hotel: Sai Gon Can Tho in Can Tho






55 Phan Dinh Phung, Can Tho City






www. saigoncantho.com.vn

July 22 (Mon): Floating market in Can Tho fish/shrimp farming -- fruit/rice growing 



 PM : Return to HCM city. 







                                                                     

                                                            





Hotel: Kingston Hotel in HCMC
                                  

July 23+24: With Hoa Sen & guest speakers in SGN (Keep car.)



Class sessions: Diary of Dang Thuy Tram



Guest speakers  -  Badminton friendship match


                                                             





                        

July 25 (Thus): Last day in HCM  AM:  War Remnant Museum – museums 
                        A few more sites in SGN



Pm.: Leisure time & shopping
                        

                                                Farewell Dinner (with guests & friends)
                                                                        
July 26 (Fri) Breakfast  --  Bidding farewell  --  then to airport           
Main group heading back to SFO


END OF PROGRAM   --   STUDENTS WHO STAY BEHIND, OR TRAVEL ON, ARE ON THEIR OWN FROM THIS POINT.

VIET NAM : A TIME LINE

Editor’s note:  This is a work in progress, primarily for my students at De Anza and San Jose City Colleges in California and Hoa Sen University in Sai Gon.  I would appreciate any helpful leads, suggestions, corrections… as I improve this timeline.  

This document is copyrighted, however, and any use, in whole or in part, of this timeline outside of the classroom must be attributed to the editor.   Please contact me at vuduc.vuong@gmail.com
VIET-NAM : A TIMELINE ©
Edited by Vu-Duc Vuong

(June  2013)

Size:


127,240 sq. miles
or
330,591 km2

Pop: 89 million (2010)


Comparisons:
less than 2/3 of Thailand

Pop: 
66 mil.






About ¾ of California


Pop:
37 mil.




Slightly smaller than Germany
Pop:
83 mil.

PRIOR TO 1600 : BACKGROUND
+/-  30,000 yrs. ago:
first traces of modern humans around Thanh Hoa
18,000 – 9,000 yrs.:
evidence of humans living in caves and rock shelters in the 




limestone hills lining the Red River Delta
10,000 – 8,000 B.C.:
fishing communities along the coast of Nghe An



middens of mollusk shells, with hoofed animals and dogs bones
7,500 yrs. :

Cave dwelling in Thanh Hoa (Dong Nguoi Xua – Cuc Phuong)






6,400 BC: Rice cultivation 
3,000 – 2,000 B.C.:
Rice cultivation in Vietnam




lowland farming: paddy




upland farming:  swidden (shifting cultivation)




Gia Lai & Dak Lak provinces




Dong Nai River basin (maybe leading to Oc Eo in 1st cent. AD)

1-2,000 B.C.:

Dong Son culture (Thanh Hoa) – bronze drums




extensive trade network

1,000 B.C.:

Sa Huynh culture (Ha Tinh & Quang Binh and Dong Nai basin)

  




rice & grain crops, sea fishing




Possible link to Champa kingdom (1st century AD)

+/- 2,000 B.C.:
Embryonic state of Vietnam, around Bac Ninh, north of Hanoi


Legend of Lac Long Quan (Dragon) and Au Co (Fairy) and 100 children …




One son became King Hung, starting a dynasty of 18 reigns,




of Van Lang Kingdom




Some archeological evidence of the existence of Van Lang Kingdom




around 700 B.C. in northern Vietnam


Other legends of the period:





Phu Dong Thien Vuong: a child prodigy saving the country (6th Hung)

Son Tinh (Mountain) and Thuy Tinh (Water) Gods (18th Hung)




Heaven and Earth Rice Cakes: New Year traditions








604 – 523 BC:
Lao Tzu








c. 550 – 478 BC   :  Confucius

560-480 BC:  Buddha








469-399 BC: Socrates








c. 427-c.347 BC: Plato








384-322 BC: Aristotle
+/- 300 B.C.:

Lac Viet group (Van Lang) merged with Au Viet group (upland 

minorities) and created Au Lac Kingdom

Capital: Co Loa (a district of Hanoi today), still evident

Mi Nuong & Trong Thuy story:

Late 3rd cent. B.C.:
Chao To, from Southern China, invaded Au Lac, and united northern




Viet Nam with southern China

206 BC - Kingdom of Nam Viet

111 B.C.:
Han Emperor (Chinese) conquered all; Nam Viet folded into China

First century A.D.:
Rice farming, using fertilizers, increased to two crops per year








0 - 33:  Jesus of Nazareth

042
TRUNG Sisters (14-43) Uprising (Me Linh, NW of Ha Noi)

first century A.D.:
Population of VN estimated at 1 million (Chinese records)








c. 150: Buddhism to China

1st – 7th centuries:
Oc Eo culture (people of Fu Nan, western Mekong Delta)



Maritime people, with water-management devices and social schemes



Wide trade with Europe, India, Persia, and China

2nd – 3rd centuries:
Champa state emerged (Indonesian origin, Hindu civilization)



Agriculture, ocean fishing, and trade



Developed a revolutionary early ripening rice strain

246
Lady TRIEU (226-248) Uprising (Thanh Hoa)

542- 603:
Ly Bi (503-548) Uprising (Thai Binh)



Followed by Trieu Quang Phuc (? – 571), and ruled until 603








570-632: Muhammad The Prophet








618-930:  Tang Dynasty (China)
c. 550:
Khmer people, moving south from Cambodia, absorbed Fu Nan culture

687:
Ly Tu Tien & Dinh Kien Uprising

722:  
Mai Thuc Loan Uprising

766-791: 
Phung Hung Uprising








800: Charlemagne crowned Emperor








802-850: Jayavarman II (Khmer)
819:
Duong Thanh Uprising

906:
Khuc Thua Du recognized as governor

930:
China (Han) reconquered what was thenViet Nam

939-965: 
Ngo Dynasty

938:
Ngo Quyen (897-944) defeated Han forces (Bach Dang River)

939:
Ngo Quyen self-proclaimed king, moved capital back to Co Loa;


The first truly independent Viet state

944:
Ngo Quyen died – Age of the 12 warlords

968-980:
Dinh Dynasty

967:
Dinh Bo Linh (924-979) unified the country under new name: Dai Co Viet



Capital: Hoa Lu



Buddhism gained influence








960-1279: Sung Dynasty (China)
980-1009:
First Le Dynasty

980:
The Army proclaimed General Le Hoan (941-1005) King Le Dai Hanh

981:
General Le Hoan (941-1005) defeated Sung invading forces

982:
Gen. Hoan invaded Champa’s capital, Indrapura (Quang Nam)

1009-1225:  
Ly Dynasty 

1009:
The Court elected Ly Cong Uan the new King (Ly Thai To)

1010:
Ly Thai To (974-1028) moved capital to Thang Long (Ha Noi)



* Viet Nam celebrated the 1000th anniversary of Ha Noi in Oct. 2010
1018:
Mission to China and Tibet to gather Buddhist texts

1042:
Ly Thai Tong introduced written laws

1044:
Ly Thai Tong attacked and defeated Champa

1054:
Ly Thanh Tong renamed the country Dai Viet








1066: William conquered England

1070:
Temple of Literature and School for Confucianism built

1075:
First mandarin competition 

1076-79:  
Ly Thuong Kiet  (1019-1105) repelled Sung invasion









1113-1150: Suryavarman II, builder of









Angkor Wat








1215:  Magna Carta (England)








1265:  First British Parliament
1225-  1400 :  Tran Dynasty

1252:
King Tran Thai Tong led an invasion of Champa

1257:
First Mongol invasion: lost Thang Long, but repelled invaders

1282-1284:
Mongols attacked Champa, but were repelled


Tran Nhan Tong (1258-1308), assembled elders at Dien Hong: first vote on war 

1284:
Second Mongol invasion: again, the capital was evacuated to Thanh Hoa

 
Guerilla warfare

1285:
Invasion repelled

1287-1288:
Third Mongol invasion repelled




Generals Tran Quang Khai and Tran Quoc Tuan (Lord Tran Hung Dao) led 



the resistance and ultimate victories over the Mongols.



Tran Hung Dao wrote the “Binh Thu Yeu Luoc”A Summary of War Strategies)



Tran Quang Khai died in 1294 and Tran Hung Dao in 1300

1306:
Princess Huyen Tran married Che Man, King of Champa, in a strategic alliance



The wedding gift was two Champa provinces



1307: Che Man died.  Relations between the two countries deteriorated



1368: Che Bong Nga, King of Champa, demanded the return of the provinces



1376: King Tran Due Tong, misled into a war with Che Bong Nga, invaded 

Champa.  He was killed in battle and his army decimated



1390: Che Bong Nga was betrayed and killed.  His army was defeated








1368-1644 :  Ming Dynasty (China)
1400-1407:
Ho Dynasty

1407-1427:
China (Ming Dynasty) occupied Viet Nam

c. 1419:
First Census in Viet Nam: about 5.2 million

1428-1788: 
Le Dynasty
1427:
Le Loi (1385-1433) defeated the Ming and became King Le Thai To



Legend of the Restored Sword (today’s Lake Hoan Kiem)


First Le Dynasty








1436: Gutenberg invented the printing press
1442:
Nguyen Trai (1380-1442), a founding strategist of the Le Dynasty, was executed, leaving

behind 
a substantial body of literature

1460-1497:
Reign of Le Thanh Tong (often considered the Golden Age of Viet Nam)
1471:
Vietnam defeated Champa Empire

1479:
Ngo Si Lien wrote Dai Viet Su Ky Toan Thu (Comprehensive History of Dai Viet)



from the beginning of the country to 1428

1483:
Hong Duc Code promulgated, codifying rules and regulations already in force



Remarkable for its protection of the rights of women



Replaced by the Gia Long Code (1815), which is more regressive 








1483-1546:  Martin Luther
1491-1585:
Nguyen Binh Khiem, a Confucian turned Taoist sage and poet








1492:  Columbus discovered New World
1545:
Civil strife in Viet Nam, splitting the country into two parts, at Gianh River


Lord Trinh ruled the North  --  Lord Nguyen the South







1564-1642: Galileo Galilei

Late 16th Century - Portuguese trade routes include Viet Nam

1600 - 1800







1600:  Poor Law (England)








1607:  First permanent English settlement








in America, at Jamestown, Virginia
1614:  
Jesuits arrived in Vietnam








1644-1911: Qing Dynasty (China)
1614-1682:
Portuguese, Dutch, French rivalry in Southeast Asia, involving Viet Nam

1627:
Alexandre de Rhodes, French missionary, adapted Vietnamese language to Roman 



alphabet (or at least, he codified it) 







1698:  Bill of Rights (England)
Early 1700s: 
Vietnam annexed the Mekong River Delta from Cambodia

1778-1802:
Tay Son Dynasty
1771:
Three Tay Son brothers overthrew the Nguyen Lord in the South








1712-1788: Jean-Jacques Rousseau








1723-1790:  Adam Smith








1776: American Revolution








1789: French Revolution
1785:
Tay Son Army defeated Thai forces

1788:
Nguyen Hue (1753-1792)  proclaimed himself Emperor Quang Trung in Hue

1789:
Nguyen Hue defeated the Qing Army near Ha Noi

1726-1784:
Le Qui Don, philosopher

1766-1820:
Nguyen Du, poet, author of the Tale of Kieu 


1782-1840:
Phan Huy Chu, scholar, official administrative history of Vietnam








1800 - 1900

1802-1945:
Nguyen Dynasty
1802:
Nguyen Anh, having defeated the Tay Son forces with the help of the French, became

Emperor Gia Long, starting the Nguyen Dynasty

1804:
Emperor Gia Long changed the country’s name to Viet Nam








1818-1883:  Karl Marx










1841: Britain defeated China
1847:
French Bombardment of Da Nang


Emperor Tu Duc ascended the throne








1854: Perry secured treaty with Japan

1857:
French Government adopted the decision to conquer Viet Nam

1859-1882:
French colonial conquest of Viet Nam

1861:
French forces captured Sai Gon








1861: Civil War (U.S.)

1863:
Nguyen Truong To (1828-1871) started his recommendations for renovation;


They were ignored 


1859-1883:
France progressively colonized Indochina. 

1862:
Treaty of Sai Gon, ceding three Southern provinces to the French

1863:
France extended control to Cambodia







1868:  Meiji Restoration (Japan)








1870-1924:  Vladimir Lenin
1873:
France began inroad into North Viet Nam

1874:
Tu Duc signed Treaty of Sai Gon, recognizing French sovereignty over Cochinchina



(Southern Viet Nam)

1884:
Treaty of Hue confirmed French protectorate over An Nam and Tonkin 



(Central and Northern Viet Nam)

1887:
Indochina established, consisting of Laos, Cambodia and Viet Nam

1888:
Emperor Ham Nghi (1872-1936) captured and exiled to Algeria

1890:
Ho Chi Minh born in Central Viet Nam








1894: Japan defeated China
1897:
French authority reorganized and consolidated the governing of Indochina

1867-1940:
Phan Boi Chau, scholar and patriot

1871-1926:
Phan Chau Trinh, scholar and patriot

1900 – 2000
1904:
Phan Boi Chau(1867-1940) founded the Reformation Society








1904: Japan defeated Russia
1907-1908:
Dong Kinh Nghia Thuc Movement (students sent to Japan)

1908:
Uprising in Ha Noi and massive anti-tax revolt in Central Viet Nam

1911:
Ho Chi Minh left Viet Nam, not to return for 30 years








1914:  World War I started
1914:
About 100,000 Vietnamese sent to France to support French war efforts

1915: 
The old examination system abolished

1916:
Uprising in Central and Southern Viet Nam








1917:  Russian Revolution
1919:
Ho Chi Minh tried to petition President Wilson, at the Versailles peace conference,



for self-determination in Viet Nam.  He was not successful 


In Viet Nam, Quoc ngu (the Romanized script) replaced the Nom script
1920:
Ho joined the new French Communist Party

1924:
Ho arrived in Moscow, became full-time Communist agent 








1925:
Phan Boi Chau was tried in Ha Noi


Ho Chi Minh founded the Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth League in China

1926:
Phan Chau Trinh’s funeral in Sai Gon provoked the earliest mass demonstration of



the Vietnamese student movement

1927:
Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang (Kuo Ming Tang) Party founded in Ha Noi

1930:
Yen Bai Uprising, led by Nguyen Thai Hoc (1901-1930), crushed


Ho Chi Minh founded the Indochinese Communist Party

1930-1931:
Rural “Soviet” movement (Nghe An & Ha Tinh), led by the Communist



Party, failed 








1935:  Social Security Act (U.S.)








1939: World War II begun
1939:
Huynh Phu So (1919-1947) founded the Hoa Hao Buddhism Sect

1940:
France fell to Germany; Japanese occupied Indochina but left the administrative



functions to the French

1941:
Ho Chi Minh founded the League of Independence of Viet Nam, better known



as the Viet Minh, and returned to Viet Nam

1944:
Vo Nguyen Giap formed the Viet Minh army in Dec.

1945:
End of World War II; Japan was defeated



March 9:  Japanese took over French administration



March 11:  Bao Dai proclaimed independence of Viet Nam, under Japanese





auspices



April 12:  President Roosevelt died, succeeded by Harry Truman



May 8:  Germany surrendered



August 15:  Japan surrendered



August 18:  Japan transferred power in Indochina to the Viet Minh



August 23:  Bao Dai abdicated



August 29:  Ho Chi Minh formed provisional government in Ha Noi, with





Bao Dai as supreme counselor



September 2:  Ho declared independence of Viet Nam and requested recognition





by the U. S.



September 13:  British forces landed in Sai Gon to disarm the Japanese and later





returned the power to the French



September 26:  First American casualty in Viet Nam, Peter Dewey



November:  Indochinese Communist Party dissolved, replaced by the 





Association for Marxist Studies

+/- 2,000,000 Vietnamese died of famine, mostly in the North

1946:
Start of the war for independence against France, after failed negotiations








1947:  India and Pakistan independence







1949: Communist victory in China







1950: Korean War begun
1950: 
U.S. gave $15 million in military aid to the French in Viet Nam

1951:
Ho Chi Minh created the Lao Dong (Workers) Party, replacing the Communist Party 

1954:
French forces defeated at Dien Bien Phu (May 7)


Bao Dai selected Ngo Dinh Diem as Prime Minister (June 16)


Geneva accords temporarily divided Viet Nam, pending an election in 1956:


About 1 million North Vietnamese migrated to the South (non-Communist) and



a much smaller number to the North 

1955:
Direct U.S. aid to the South Viet Nam Government


Ngo Dinh Diem, with U.S. support, rejected the Geneva accords & national election


Ho Chi Minh obtained aid from China and Russia


Diem defeated Bao Dai in a referendum and became president of the Republic of VN

1957:
Directed from Ha Noi, Communist insurgency began in South VN








1959: Fidel Castro’s victory (Cuba)
1960:
National Liberation Front for South Viet Nam founded, referred to as Viet Cong (VC) 

1962:
U.S. advisers in Viet Nam increased from 700 to 12,000

1963:
Ap Bac, first major battle of the war (Jan 2)


Buddhist demonstrations in Hue (May), self immolation in Sai Gon (June) 


South Vietnamese generals, with the approval of the U.S., overthrew and killed Ngo



Dinh Diem (November)


President Kennedy assassinated in Dallas, succeeded by Lyndon Johnson (November)


U.S. aid to South Viet Nam: $500 million, with 15,000 advisers

1964:
Tonkin Gulf incident, triggering bombing of North Viet Nam and Resolution by 

Congress giving Johnson extraordinary power in Vietnam (August)






1964: China exploded atomic bomb
1965:  
U.S. started sustained bombing of North Viet Nam


U.S. Marines, the first combat troops, landed in Viet Nam 


Nguyen Cao Ky took over as Prime Minister in South Viet Nam


U.S. troops in Viet Nam reached nearly 200,000








1965: Cultural Revolution in China
1966:
Buddhists demonstrated against the Sai Gon Government in Hue & Da Nang


U.S. troops in Viet Nam reached nearly 400,000

1967:
Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao Ky elected President and Vice President


U.S. troops in Viet Nam reached near 500,000 mark

1968:
Tet Offensive in Viet Nam, starting on January 31


Communist forces occupied Hue for 26 days


Eugene McCarthy nearly defeated Johnson in New Hampshire


Johnson announced his retirement


Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy assassinated in the U.S.


Riots in Chicago around the Democratic Convention


Students protested in the U.S. against the war


Richard Nixon elected President, Henry Kissinger selected as national security advisor


Bombing over North Viet Nam stopped


Paris peace talks on Viet Nam opened, between the U.S. and North Viet Nam

U.S. troops in Viet Nam at 540,000

1969:
Paris peace talks expanded to include South Viet Nam and the NLF


Secret talks between the U.S. and North Viet Nam began


Secret bombing of Cambodia started


“Vietnamization” of the war started


Ho Chi Minh died, aged 79


My Lai massacre revealed


Massive anti-war demonstrations in the U.S. and around the world


U.S. troops level in Viet Nam at 480,000








1970: Sihanouk overthrown in Cambodia
1970:
Demonstrations continued in the U.S.; four students killed at Kent State


Lt. William Calley tried for his participation in the My Lai massacre


U.S. troops in Viet Nam down to 280,000

1971:
Thieu reelected President of South Viet Nam


Calley convicted of premeditated murder of Vietnamese civilians


U.S. Supreme Court upheld the New York Times’ right to publish the Pentagon Papers


U.S. negotiations with China revealed


U.S. troops in Viet Nam down to 140,000

1972:
Nixon went to China


U.S. mined Hai Phong harbor and intensified bombing of North Viet Nam


Watergate burglars arrested


U.S. and North Viet Nam reached a deal in Paris; South Viet Nam vehemently opposed


Nixon reelected President


Nixon ordered the Christmas bombing of Ha Noi and Hai Phong 


1973:
Cease-fire agreement reached in Paris


American and Vietnamese prisoners of war released


Last American troops left Viet Nam


U.S. ended the draft


Watergate hearings begun

1974:
U.S. House opened impeachment hearings on Nixon


Nixon resigned, replaced by Gerald Ford who pardoned Nixon for all federal crimes


Communist forces prepared for following year’s offensive

1975:
North Vietnam and NLF’s offensive began


After the capture of Hue and Da Nang, NVN Politburo approved push toward Sai Gon


Khmer Rouge took over in Cambodia (April 17)


Sai Gon fell to the Communist forces (April 30)


135,000, mostly South Vietnamese, accepted as refugees in the U.S.


U.S. imposed full embargo against Viet Nam

1976-77:
Unified country proclaimed Socialist Republic of Viet Nam (SRV)


Sai Gon re-named Ho Chi Minh City


Large resettlement effort of refugees in the U.S.


Most of the U.S. draft evaders during the war pardoned


U.S. and Viet Nam explored U.S. recognition of Viet Nam








1978: Full diplomatic relations 









between U.S. and China
1978:
Tension between Cambodia and Viet Nam built up, affecting Viet Nam-China relations



(China sponsored the Khmer Rouge) 



U.S. postponed plans to normalize relations with Viet Nam


Boat people exodus began, with tens of thousands of ethnic Chinese, from Viet Nam


Viet Nam invaded Cambodia, ousting Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge (December)

1979:
China invaded Viet Nam but was repelled


In protest against the invasion of Cambodia, Western European and non-communist

Asian countries supported the U.S.-led embargo against Viet Nam

1982:
Viet Nam veteran memorial unveiled in Washington, D.C. (February)

1986:
Nguyen Van Linh became party leader, and introduced more liberal econ. policy

1988:
Viet Nam began cooperation with the U.S. to resolve the fate of American servicemen


missing in action (MIA) and conducted first joint field investigations

1989:
Vietnamese troops withdrew from Cambodia  

1992:
New Constitution adopted in Viet Nam; still a single party system

1994:
U.S. lifted the trade embargo against Viet Nam  (Feb. 3)


San Francisco and Ho Chi Minh City became sister cities

1995:
Viet Nam and the U.S. restored full diplomatic relations  (July 11)


Viet Nam became full member of the ASEAN  (July 28)


U.S. opened Embassy in Ha Noi  (Aug. 5)


Former President George Bush visited Viet Nam  (Sept. 4)


Former Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara visited Viet Nam  (Nov. 7-10)

1997:
Le Kha Phieu became party leader; Tran Duc Luong president, and Phan Van Khai 



prime minister


Douglas “Pete” Peterson, a former POW confirmed by the U.S. Senate as the first

Ambassador posted to Ha Noi, and Le Van Bang confirmed as Ambassador to Washington (April.)  They took up their new posts in May

1998:
Viet Nam’s economic growth slumped in the wake of the Asian financial crisis 








Apr. 15, 1998:  Pol Pot died (Cambodia)
1999:
Tran Do, a former general and high-ranking party member, expelled from the party after



calling for more democracy and freedom of expression

2000:
Viet Nam and U.S. signed trade agreement  (July 13)

President Bill Clinton, with his family, on an official visit to Viet Nam  (Nov. 16-19) 


SRV Government estimated that nearly 40,000 people have been killed by unexploded



munitions, including land mines

2001:
Nong Duc Manh chosen as new party leader


Secretary of State Colin Powell visited Viet Nam  (July 24-26)


Viet Nam-US bilateral trade agreement, normalizing trade status, approved by the U.S.



Senate and ratified by Viet Nam’s National Assembly  (Oct. 3 & Nov. 28)

2002:
National Assembly elections.  Communist Party members ran unopposed


Tran Duc Luong re-appointed president, and Phan Van Khai prime minister, 

for a second five-year term 

Russia handed back Cam Ranh Bay naval base
2003:
Showcase trial of gangster Nam Cam and 154 others, in Ho Chi Minh City



Six death sentences; Nam Cam executed in 2004

2004:
First human death from bird flu in Viet Nam confirmed.  30 more to come


First U.S. commercial flight (United Airlines) since the end of the war in 1975,



landed in Ho Chi Minh City


Nguyen Cao Ky, former Premier and Vice President of South Viet Nam, returned to 



Viet Nam during the Tet holidays 

2005:
Thich Nhat Hanh returned to Viet Nam for a three-month visit and preaching


Pham Duy, foremost Vietnamese songwriter for more than half a century, returned to

“live out his old days”

PM Phan Van Khai made first official visit by a SRV leader since the war  (June 19)

2006:
Embezzlement investigation of senior officials, particularly Transport Ministry 


Tenth Communist Party Congress selected new leadership:



Nong Duc Manh, party leader



Nguyen Tan Dung, prime minister



Nguyen Minh Triet, president



Nguyen Phu Trong, president of the National Assembly


California Governor recognized the flag of the former South Viet Nam as symbol of the



Vietnamese-American community in state 


U.S. Secretary of Defense official visit to Viet Nam


President Bush attended the APEC meeting in Ha Noi


Viet Nam joined the World Trade Organization

2007:
San Jose City College sent the first group of students, faculty and administrators to 



Viet Nam in a study-trip (Jan.)


De Anza College sent a summer class to Viet Nam on a study-trip (July-Aug.)


Viet Nam conducted new election for the National Assembly (May)


President Nguyen Minh Triet’s official visit to the U.S.


New Cabinet introduced in Viet Nam

Government approves a $33bn plan to build a high-speed rail link between Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh City in the south.


Major fight among Vietnamese-language media in Orange County

US agrees for the first time to help fund a study into the removal of Agent Orange, the 

highly toxic defoliant used by US forces, from a former US base in Da Nang.

2008:
Vietnam launches first communications satellite from French Guiana (April)

US and international media campaigners condemn the guilty verdicts on two Vietnamese 
journalists Nguyen Viet Chien and Nguyen Van Hai, who had helped to expose a major corruption scandal. Nguyen Van Hai pleads guilty and is spared imprisonment (Oct.)
Vietnam says it plans to enforce a two-child policy in an attempt to control population 

growth (Nov.)


China and Vietnam resolve border dispute 30 years after 1979 war which left tens of 

thousands dead (Dec.)

Government bans bloggers from raising "inappropriate" subjects








Barack Obama elected president 
2009:
Jailed journalist Nguyen Viet Chien is among more than 15,000 prisoners freed early under
a Lunar New Year amnesty - one of Vietnam's largest (Jan.)


Government dismisses Nguyen Cong Khe and Le Hoang, the editors of the two largest pro-


reform newspapers, over their coverage of the October corruption scandal trial

Vietnam calls on China to stop preventing Vietnamese fishermen from working in what
Hanoi says are its territorial waters amid growing tensions over fishing grounds (June)


Six democracy activists sentenced to up to six years in prison for "spreading propaganda" 


against the government by hanging pro-democracy banners on a road bridge (Oct.)


Pro-democracy activist Tran Anh Kim receives five-and-a-half-year jail sentence for 


subversion after allegedly publishing pro-democracy articles on internet (Dec.)
Madison Nguyen survived recall election in San Jose, CA (March 3)

School Year Abroad (SYA) opened its first semester in Ha Noi (fall)
2010:
1000th Anniversary of the founding of Ha Noi (formerly Thang Long

Four activists, including prominent human rights lawyer Le Cong Dinh, are jailed on 


charges of trying to overthrow the government. Rights groups abroad say the case is 


a sign of an growing clampdown on freedom of expression (Jan.)
Human Rights Watch accuses Vietnam of intensifying its suppression of online dissent 


(May)

The government arrests the chairman of shipbuilding corporation Vinashin, one of the 
country's largest state-owned companies, for allegedly nearly bankrupting the enterprise (July/Aug.)
2011:
Eleventh Communist Party Congress selected new leadership:



Nguyen Phu Trong, party leader



Nguyen Tan Dung, prime minister



Truong Tan Sang, president



Nguyen Sinh Hung, president of the National Assembly

Tension over the East Sea (Bien Dong) with China:



First time a protest against China was allowed in HN & HCMC (June 5th) 


Vietnam begins joint operation with the United States to clean up contamination from the
toxic Agent Orange defoliant widely used by the US military during the Vietnam war (June)


China and Vietnam sign an agreement to manage the South China Sea dispute. It includes a
hotline to deal with emergencies and a provision for twice-yearly bilateral meetings
(Oct.)
2012:
Vietnam surpasses Brazil to become the world's largest coffee exporter (June)

Communist Party chief Nguyen Phu Trong acknowledges mistakes in preventing corruption 


in response to public anger over a recent spate of scandals at state-owned enterprises


(Oct.)

The communist-dominated parliament votes to require elected leaders, including the 


president and the prime minister, to face annual confidence votes. Observers say the 


votes may be little more than symbolic (Nov.)
2013:
Viet Nam reviews its Constitution – last version: 1992


Key issue: Art. 4 : The Communist Party as the sole governing party in VN


National Assembly held first vote of confidence on 47 top government officials



“High” – “Confidence” – “Low confidence” categories only

***  An ongoing project  ….
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-16567315
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Vietnam, a one-party Communist state, has one of south-east Asia's fastest-growing economies and has set its sights on becoming a developed nation by 2020.

It became a unified country once more in 1975 when the armed forces of the Communist north seized the south.

This followed three decades of bitter wars, in which the Communists fought first against the colonial power France, then against South Vietnam and its US backers. In its latter stages, the conflict held the attention of the world. 

The US joined the hostilities in order to stem the "domino effect" of successive countries falling to Communism.

The war produced heavy casualties on both sides, atrocities against civilians, and the indiscriminate destruction and contamination of much of the landscape.

Continue reading the main story 

At a glance
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· Politics: Vietnam is a one-party Communist state; it became unified in 1975 after three decades of war

· Economy: It is becoming a major manufacturing centre; it is the second biggest supplier of clothes to the US

· International: Long running territorial dispute with China over parts of South China Sea, rich in oil and fish

Country profiles compiled by BBC Monitoring
A visit to Vietnam by US President Bill Clinton in November 2000 was presented as the culmination of American efforts to normalise relations with the former enemy.

Vietnam struggled to find its feet after unification and tried at first to organise the agricultural economy along strict collectivist lines.

But elements of market forces and private enterprise were introduced from the late 1980s and a stock exchange opened in 2000.

Foreign investment has grown and the US is Vietnam's main trading partner. In the cities, the consumer market is fuelled by the appetite of a young, middle class for electronic and luxury goods. After 12 years of negotiations the country joined the World Trade Organization in January 2007.

But the disparity in wealth between urban and rural Vietnam is wide and some Communist Party leaders worry that too much economic liberalisation will weaken their power base.

Vietnam has also struggled to restrain its trade and budget deficits. Its inflation rate reached double digits at the start of 2010 and approached 20% by the end of 2011, as food prices doubled, before falling back in 2012.

Despite pursuing economic reform, the ruling Communist Party shows little willingness to give up its monopoly on political power.

Vietnam actively suppresses political dissent and religious freedom. Rights groups have singled out Hanoi's treatment of ethnic minority hill tribe people, collectively known as Montagnards. 

The human rights advocacy group Amnesty International says in a 2011 report that ''more than a dozen activists were convicted in faulty trials simply because they had peacefully voiced criticism of government policies''. A new wave of subversion trial began in 2013.

· Full name: Socialist Republic of Vietnam

· Population: 89.7 million (UN, 2012)

· Capital: Hanoi

· Largest city: Ho Chi Minh City

· Area: 329,247 sq km (127,123 sq miles)

· Major language: Vietnamese

· Major religion: Buddhism

· Life expectancy: 73 years (men), 77 years (women) (UN)

· Monetary unit: 1 dong = 100 xu

· Main exports: Petroleum, rice, coffee, clothing, fish

· GNI per capita: US $1,270 (World Bank, 2011)

· Internet domain: .vn

· International dialling code: +84 

President: Truong Tan Sang
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Truong Tan Sang was a senior figure in the Communist Party before becoming president 

Truong Tan Sang was elected to the largely ceremonial post of president in July 2011 with 97% of the vote in parliament.

He is a former mayor and party chief in Ho Chi Minh City. Before becoming president he served as the de facto Number 2 in charge of the Communist Party, running its day-to-day affairs.

Born in 1949, he was imprisoned from 1971-73 by the US-backed South Vietnamese government when he served as a communist fighter for the north during the Vietnam War. It ended in 1975 when the north seized control of the former southern capital, Saigon, reunifying the country.

The prime minister runs the country's day-to-day operations. The National Assembly, or parliament, was viewed in the past as a rubber stamp that blindly passes the government's policies. In recent years, however, it has started to assert itself more. 

Secretary-general of the Communist Party: Nguyen Phu Trong

The Communist Party holds the real power in Vietnam. It appointed Nguyen Phu Trong as its secretary-general in January 2011, replacing Nong Duc Manh, who retired after 10 years in the post.
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Nguyen Phu Trong has served as the Communist Party's chief political theorist 

He took over as Vietnam faced mounting economic problems, including rising inflation, a growing trade deficit and a weakening currency.

For the previous five years Nguyen Phu Trong had been head of the National Assembly, using the post to raise the profile of the parliament, traditionally a rubber-stamp body. Born in 1944, he also previously served the Communist Party's chief political theorist.

Nguyen Phu Trong is seen as a conservative, and as favouring close ties with China. Analyst say he was promoted as a compromise candidate and was expected to play the role of consensus-builder rather than drive policy.

His predecessor, Nong Duc Manh, was seen as a moderniser, and sought to speed up economic reforms and to tackle bureaucracy and deep-rooted corruption.

The Communist Party leadership recommends candidates for the posts of president and prime minister.

Prime minister: Nguyen Tan Dung
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Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung is into his second term 

Nguyen Tan Dung was elected to the post by parliament in 2006 and re-elected in July 2011, at the recommendation of the Communist Party. 

The former Viet Cong communist guerrilla and one-time central bank governor is considered a reformer, but Vietnam - one of the fastest growing countries in Asia - has struggled with economic woes during his tenure. 

Correspondents say his record is mixed. He has been a strong supporter of state-owned conglomerates, such as the shipbuilding group Vinashin, which was revealed to be near bankruptcy in 2010 and restructured. 

He came under public pressure to resign after several top Vinashin officials were jailed for their roles in the scandal, but he was spared disciplinary action by the Communist Party.

Private economists generally deride his embrace of lumbering state firms, saying the sector warps the competitive environment, saps precious capital needed elsewhere and is a major source of economic inefficiencies.

Under Nguyen Tan Dung's leadership, international human rights groups accused Vietnam of taking a tougher stance against political dissidents, including those peacefully expressing their views online. The government does not tolerate any threat to its one-party rule, and people can be jailed for publicly calling for a multiparty system.

The Communist Party has a strong grip on the media. The Ministry of Culture and Information controls the press and broadcasting.

Media outlets and journalists risk sanctions for broaching sensitive topics and for criticising the government. But some press titles and online outlets do report on corruption in official circles. 

Continue reading the main story 
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The authorities maintain a tight grip on the media

· Vietnam's bid to tame the internet boom
TV is the dominant medium. State-run Vietnam Television (VTV) broadcasts from Hanoi. There is a growing pay TV industry, which includes the K+ satellite platform.

State-run Voice of Vietnam (VoV) has six radio networks, including VoV 5 with programmes in English, French and Russian.

There are hundreds of newspapers and magazines. The best-selling dailies are Tuoi Tre and Thanh Nien, which are run by youth organizations in Ho Chi Minh City.

There were nearly 31 million internet users by March 2012 (InternetWorldStats.com). Material deemed obscene is filtered, as are opposition sites. ISPs occasionally block access to Facebook.

Zing Me is a leading, domestically-owned gaming and social networking platform. Another social media site, Go.vn, is run by the state broadcaster.

Most social networking is non-political, with activists tending to favour blogging. There has been "massive" use of cyber attacks to silence dissent, and blogging "has become dangerous", says RSF. Nineteen internet users were behind bars as of January 2012, RSF reported.

The press
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A newspaper vendor in Hanoi 

· Nhan Dan - Communist Party daily, English-language pages

· Vietnam Economic Times - English-language pages

· Le Courrier du Vietnam - French-language

· Vietnam News - state-run, English-language daily

· Tuoi Tre - daily, published by Communist Youth Union, English-language website

· Thanh Nien - daily, published by Vietnam Youth Federation, English-language website

· The Saigon Times - business weekly, English-language website

Television

· VTV - Vietnam Television

Radio

· Voice of Vietnam - operates national networks and an external service

· Dai Tieng Noi Nhan Dan - Ho Chi Minh City

News agency/internet

· Vietnam News Agency - government-owned, English-language pages

· VietNamNet - news site run by Information Ministry, English-language pages

A chronology of key events:

1858 - French colonial rule begins. 

Continue reading the main story 

Founding father
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Images of Ho Chi Minh abound

· Born 1890

· Founded Indochina Communist Party 1930

· President of North Vietnam 1945-69

· BBC History: Ho Chi Minh
1930 - Ho Chi Minh founds the Indochinese Communist Party (ICP).

1941 - ICP organises a guerrilla force, Viet Minh, in response to invasion by Japan during World War II.

1945 - The Viet Minh seizes power. Ho Chi Minh announces Vietnam's independence.

1946 - French forces attack Viet Minh in Haiphong in November, sparking the war of resistance against the colonial power.

1950 - Democratic Republic of Vietnam is recognised by China and USSR.

1954 - Viet Minh forces attack an isolated French military outpost in the town of Dien Bien Phu. The attempt to take the outpost lasts two months, during which time the French government agrees to peace talks in Geneva. 

Vietnam is split into North and South at Geneva conference. 

1956 - South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem begins campaign against political dissidents.

Continue reading the main story 

Vietnam war
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· US, South Vietnam failed to stop communist-led unification

· War, known as "American War" in Vietnam, claimed millions of lives 1955-1975

· 58,000 Americans died

· The war in brief
1957 - Beginning of Communist insurgency in the South.

1959 - Weapons and men from North Vietnam begin infiltrating the South.

1960 - American aid to Diem increased.

1962 - Number of US military advisors in South Vietnam rises to 12,000.

1963 - Viet Cong, the communist guerrillas operating in South Vietnam, defeat units of the ARVN, the South Vietnamese Army. President Diem is overthrown.

US enters the war 

1964 - US destroyer allegedly attacked by North Vietnamese patrol boats. This triggers start of pre-planned American bombing raids on North Vietnam.

1965 - 200,000 American combat troops arrive in South Vietnam.

1966 - US troop numbers in Vietnam rise to 400,000, then to 500,000 the following year.

1968 - Tet Offensive - a combined assault by Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese army on US positions - begins. More than 500 civilians die in the US massacre at My Lai.

1969 - Ho Chi Minh dies. President Nixon begins to reduce US ground troops in Vietnam as domestic public opposition to the war grows.

1970 - Nixon's national security advisor, Henry Kissinger, and Le Duc Tho, for the Hanoi government, start talks in Paris.

1973 - Ceasefire agreement in Paris, US troop pull-out completed by March.

Continue reading the main story 

Refugee crisis
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Thousands of Vietnamese ''boat people'' fled abroad in overcrowded vessels 

1975 - North Vietnamese troops invade South Vietnam and take control of the whole country after South Vietnamese President Duong Van Minh surrenders.

Reconstruction 

1976 - Socialist Republic of Vietnam proclaimed. Saigon is re-named Ho Chi Minh City. Hundreds of thousands flee abroad, including many "boat people".

1979 - Vietnam invades Cambodia and ousts the Khmer Rouge regime of Pol Pot. In response, Chinese troops cross Vietnam's northern border. They are pushed back by Vietnamese forces. The number of "boat people" trying to leave Vietnam causes international concern.

1986 - Nguyen Van Linh becomes party leader. He introduces a more liberal economic policy.

1989 - Vietnamese troops withdraw from Cambodia.

1992 - New constitution adopted allowing certain economic freedoms. The Communist Party remains the leading force in Vietnamese society.

Reconciliation 

1994 - US lifts its 30-year trade embargo.

1995 - Vietnam and US restore full diplomatic relations. Vietnam becomes full member of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).

Continue reading the main story 
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· Herbicide used by US forces to clear vegetation, depriving enemy of cover

· Name derives from orange markings on the drums containing the chemical

· Children born in areas sprayed have disproportionate rate of mental and physical problems

· PBS video: The leaves keep falling
· US to ease deadly Vietnam legacy
1997 - Le Kha Phieu becomes party leader. Tran Duc Luong chosen as president, Phan Van Khai becomes prime minister.

1998 - A senior party member, Pham The Duyet, faces charges of corruption. Economic growth slumps in the wake of the Asian financial crisis.

1999 - A former high-ranking party member, Tran Do, is expelled after calling for more democracy and freedom of expression.

2000 - US President Bill Clinton pays a three-day official visit. The US pledges more help to clear landmines left over from the Vietnam war. The Vietnamese government estimates nearly 40,000 people have been killed by unexploded munitions.

2001 - The Communist Party chooses Nong Duc Manh as its new leader. US, Vietnam implement a trade agreement which normalises the trade status between them.

2002 - Russia hands back the Cam Ranh Bay naval base, once the largest Soviet base outside the Warsaw Pact. President Tran Duc Luong reappointed for second term by National Assembly, which also reappoints Prime Minister Phan Van Khai for second five-year term.

2004 - First US commercial flight since the end of the Vietnam War touches down in Ho Chi Minh City.

Continue reading the main story 

Hanoi: Ancient capital
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Hanoi is a mix of old and new

· Hanoi's 1000th anniversary
2005 - Prime Minister Phan Van Khai makes the first visit to the US by a Vietnamese leader since the end of the Vietnam War.

2006 January onwards - Senior officials are investigated over the alleged embezzlement of millions of dollars of state money in the transport ministry.

2006 June - As part of an anticipated political shake-up, the prime minister, president and National Assembly chairman are replaced by younger leaders.

WTO membership 

2007 January - After 12 years of talks, Vietnam becomes the 150th member of the World Trade Organization.

2007 February - Government approves a $33bn plan to build a high-speed rail link between Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City in the south.

2007 February - US agrees for the first time to help fund a study into the removal of Agent Orange, the highly toxic defoliant used by US forces, from a former US base in Da Nang.

2007 June - President Nguyen Minh Triet makes first visit to the US by a Vietnamese head of state since the Vietnam War ended in 1975.

2007 July - Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung reappointed, promises to push through economic reforms.

2008 April - Vietnam launches first communications satellite from French Guiana.

Media clampdown 

2008 October - US and international media campaigners condemn the guilty verdicts on two Vietnamese journalists Nguyen Viet Chien and Nguyen Van Hai, who had helped to expose a major corruption scandal. Nguyen Van Hai pleads guilty and is spared imprisonment.

2008 November - Vietnam says it plans to enforce a two-child policy in an attempt to control population growth.

2008 December - China and Vietnam resolve border dispute 30 years after 1979 war which left tens of thousands dead.

Government bans bloggers from raising "inappropriate" subjects.

2009 January - Jailed journalist Nguyen Viet Chien is among more than 15,000 prisoners freed early under a Lunar New Year amnesty - one of Vietnam's largest.

Government dismisses Nguyen Cong Khe and Le Hoang, the editors of the two largest pro-reform newspapers, over their coverage of the October corruption scandal trial.

2009 June - Vietnam calls on China to stop preventing Vietnamese fishermen from working in what Hanoi says are its territorial waters amid growing tensions over fishing grounds.

2009 October - Six democracy activists sentenced to up to six years in prison for "spreading propaganda" against the government by hanging pro-democracy banners on a road bridge.

Continue reading the main story 

Territorial dispute
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Rival claims to ocean areas and islands in the South China Sea have caused much regional tension

· Q&A: South China Sea dispute
2009 December - Pro-democracy activist Tran Anh Kim receives five-and-a-half-year jail sentence for subversion after allegedly publishing pro-democracy articles on internet.

2010 January - Four activists, including prominent human rights lawyer Le Cong Dinh, are jailed on charges of trying to overthrow the government. Rights groups abroad say the case is a sign of an growing clampdown on freedom of expression.

2010 May - Human Rights Watch accuses Vietnam of intensifying its suppression of online dissent.

2010 July/August - The government arrests the chairman of shipbuilding corporation Vinashin, one of the country's largest state-owned companies, for allegedly nearly bankrupting the enterprise.

2011 January - Five-yearly congress of the Communist Party reappoints Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung and elects the head of the national assembly, Nguyen Phu Trong, as party secretary-general.

2011 June - Vietnam begins joint operation with the United States to clean up contamination from the toxic Agent Orange defoliant widely used by the US military during the Vietnam war.

2011 October - China and Vietnam sign an agreement to manage the South China Sea dispute. It includes a hotline to deal with emergencies and a provision for twice-yearly bilateral meetings.

2012 June: Vietnam surpasses Brazil to become the world's largest coffee exporter.

2012 October: Communist Party chief Nguyen Phu Trong acknowledges mistakes in preventing corruption in response to public anger over a recent spate of scandals at state-owned enterprises.

2012 November: The communist-dominated parliament votes to require elected leaders, including the president and the prime minister, to face annual confidence votes. Observers say the votes may be little more than symbolic. 

2013 February - A court in Phu Yen province jails 22 people for between 10 years and life on subversion charges. Prosecutors said the group had set up an eco-tourism company as a front for their activities. Another court convicted 14 mostly Catholic bloggers and students in January on charges of links to the banned Viet Tan group. 

http://asiasentinel.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2603&Itemid=189 
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	Written by Philip Bowring    

	Friday, 23 July 2010   (Asia Sentinel)
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Housing, health, life expectancy all improve over previous census 


Vietnam is making remarkable progress in many ways that demonstrate the linkages between advances in health and education as well as cash incomes. But details of the 2009 census are showing a few negatives as well which could cause difficulties in the years ahead.

Perhaps the most remarkable of the new statistics relates to housing. Although the population has continued to grow at a gradually slowing rate, a decade of construction boom has increased the average living space per person from 9.2 square meters to 16.9 sq m.. Perhaps this should not come as a surprise given the visual evidence of village and town housing alike adding one two or more storeys. But it is a tribute to the family-driven enterprise in Vietnam that the housing gains have been largely achieved by household initiative rather than via the giant high rise schemes which are so evident in China. 

Giant housing developments will doubtless increase in the future if only because of urbanization. Vietnam is still only 30 percent urbanized. Nonetheless the living space gains in such a still-rural society are a tribute to both household initiative and the relatively (at least compared to China) gap between urban and rural incomes. Literacy is now 94%, almost universal among younger groups and there is little difference between urban and rural.

Related big gains have been in access to safe water supplies, now covering 86% of the population, and hygienic toilet facilities – 56 percent.

These advances have led to another – over the 10 years since the previous census, life expectancy has increased by four years to an average of 72.8 with the largest gains being among women. Some of the gain can be attributed to a very sharp fall in infant mortality – from 36 to 16 per 1,000 live births.

The population is now 85 million and still grew at an average 1.2 percent a year over the decade. But that is down on the 1.7 percent in the previous decade and Vietnam can now look forward to stabilization at some point as the fertility rate has fallen to 2.03 – or just below the 2.1 replacement level. It is likely to fall further with urbanization as in the southeast of the country – which includes Ho Chi Minh and other cities – where it has already fallen to 1.65 while remaining high – 2.65 – in the underdeveloped highland areas. The southeast is also the biggest recipient of migrant labor – mostly from the Mekong delta.

As its birth rate has fallen steeply, Vietnam has ceased to be the most densely populated nation in southeast Asia (excluding city-state Singapore). That dubious honor is now held by the Philippines where the fertility rate is still around 3.2.

Vietnam can now look forward to two decades of the so-called "demographic dividend" – a low dependency ratio as the proportion of people under 15 continues to fall while numbers over 65 grow slowly.

The highlands birth rate underscores the development problems in this region where minorities are concentrated. However a bigger problem for the nation at large is a wide and growing gap between male and female births. Nationwide there are now 110 male to 100 female births compared with a natural 104/100 ratio. The imbalance is extreme in the most populous region, the Red River delta where it is now 115/100, approaching Chinese levels. Indeed the difference between Red and Mekong deltas would seem to reflect a cultural difference between north and south. 

Whatever the cause, it is clearly storing up trouble for the future. Indeed it may already be being reflected in the average age of marriage which has risen by one year to 26.2 for men but remained stable at 22.8 for women.

This gender imbalance is a major blemish on a remarkable record of progress. It is possible that improved data collection in 2009 compared with 1999 has exaggerated some of the gains. But overall they do show very real improvements in the quality of life in Vietnam as measured by data other than income.


http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/05/world/asia/diabetes-is-the-price-vietnam-pays-for-progress.html?src=un&feedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fjson8.nytimes.com%2Fpages%2Fworld%2Fasia%2Findex.jsonp&pagewanted=all 

Diabetes Is the Price Vietnam Pays for Progress
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Justin Mott for the International Herald Tribune

Phu Thi Hong Thuy, a 48-year-old diabetic, had to have her leg amputated after she cut herself on a closet at home. “Sometimes I feel my leg itching — but when I look, it’s not there,” she said. More Photos »
By THOMAS FULLER
Published: June 4, 2013 

HO CHI MINH CITY — He survived the deprivation of the Vietnamese countryside and decades of war, but Pham Van Dang, 70, lay dazed in his hospital bed, the stump of his freshly amputated leg sewn up like the seams of a leather bag. 
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Amputees in Vietnam Point to an Alarming Trend
Mr. Dang and many younger patients in the diabetes ward here at Nguyen Tri Phuong Hospital are casualties of rising affluence, his doctor says. 

“I see more and more patients with diabetes,” said Dr. Tran Quang Khanh, who is chief of the endocrinology department, whose ward receives 20 new patients a day. 

The precise reasons for a spike in diabetes cases are hard to pin down — people are living longer, for one — but doctors in Vietnam say the prime culprits are “Westernization and urbanization.” 

“Now we have KFC and many fast-food restaurants,” Dr. Khanh said. 

In a country where limbs were once shattered by ordnance and land mines, hospitals in Vietnam are treating an alarming caseload of “diabetes foot,” an infection that often begins as a minor scrape but then develops into a gangrenous wound because the disease desensitizes patients and compromises the healing process. 

In the most severe cases, legs are amputated. If the limb can be spared, doctors perform a debridement, a grisly operation that seems more fitting for the trenches of Verdun than for a dynamic, modern metropolis like Ho Chi Minh City. The procedure involves cutting away rotting flesh and is performed several times a day at Nguyen Tri Phuong and four other hospitals in Ho Chi Minh City that have wards dedicated to diabetes care. 

Doctors and government officials say no statistics are available on the number of amputations linked to diabetes in Vietnam, but Dr. Thy Khue, a pioneering diabetes researcher in the country, says the problem is “severe” and a particular strain on the health system because patients with amputated feet or legs tend to stay in hospitals for weeks. Diabetes foot exists in the West, but rates may be higher in Vietnam and other tropical countries because people tend to wear sandals outside and go barefoot around the house, leaving their feet more susceptible to injury, Dr. Khue said. 

Diabetes rates are surging in many countries, but it is a particularly poignant paradox that, after so many years of war in Vietnam, peace is now partly marred by the afflictions of rising prosperity: clogged hearts, obesity and diabetes. 

Official statistics in Vietnam show a vertiginous increase in Type 2 diabetes overall, the form of the disease that is linked to diet and lifestyle and in the West has reached epidemic levels, especially among the obese. 

From just 1 percent of the adult Vietnamese population in 1991 — the year the first nationwide survey of diabetes was done in Vietnam — the rate climbed to 6 percent last year. And in Ho Chi Minh City, a survey in 2010 estimated that 1 in 10 adults had the disease. 

Dr. Khue said diabetes was once the preserve of the very wealthy. But as people have moved from rice paddies into factories and offices, her patients today are from all walks of life. 

“It’s not the disease of the very rich anymore,” she said. “Now poor and rich — everyone — can get diabetes.” 

Jesper Hoiland, senior vice president of Novo Nordisk, the world’s biggest maker of drugs to treat the disease, said the number of people with diabetes in Vietnam was expected to climb higher as the country’s economy continues to grow — and as more people adopt modern, urban lifestyles. 

“We are going to see a real pandemic in Vietnam in the coming years,” he said. 

The International Diabetes Federation, a group that keeps statistics on the disease, calculates that 371 million people were afflicted with diabetes worldwide last year. Four out of five people with the disease live in poor or middle-income countries like Egypt, Guyana or Vietnam, the federation said. 

“In today’s world, many more people are dying from overeating than from starvation,” Mr. Hoiland said. 

Among the most severely affected are Pacific Islanders, where diabetes rates can go as high as nearly one-third of the population, as is the case in the tiny island of Nauru in Micronesia. Arab countries also have very high rates, according to data published by the federation. Nearly a quarter of the adult population in Saudi Arabia has diabetes, according to the data. 

Diabetes affects the body’s ability to manage sugar and can be brought under control with exercise, changes in diet and, ultimately, injections of insulin to regulate blood sugar levels. But symptoms, which include frequent thirst and urination and weight loss, often develop slowly, experts say, and many people have the disease for years without knowing it, especially in countries where health care systems are rudimentary. 

The reason for the disparity in diabetes rates among nations — and among ethnic groups within nations — is related to genetic predisposition, diet and exercise, or lack of it, experts say. 

But doctors in Vietnam say the spike in diabetes has not been fully explained. 

“Our patients are not obese. Some are very thin,” said Dr. Khanh. 

Because of different body types, the threshold of what is considered obese is lower in Asia than in the West — obese patients in Asia can appear only mildly overweight by Western standards. But that still does not explain many of the cases he sees, Dr. Khanh said. 

During a reporter’s visit, a 26-year-old woman in skinny jeans and a plaid shirt, Lam Loc Mui, was diagnosed with diabetes. 

Ms. Mui, who was born in the provinces but works as a dental assistant in Ho Chi Minh City, is rail thin with a 27-inch waist. 

“This came as a real shock,” she said. “I rarely eat sweet things.” 

Dr. Khanh speculated that she could fall into the category of what experts call the “migratory effect.” Ms. Mui worked on a farm when she was young. Now in the city, she walks very little and exercises almost never. 

Hans Duijf, the head of operations for Novo Nordisk in Thailand, said some patients who had grown up in the countryside become diabetic after a move to an urban environment with marginal changes to their diets. 

“If your body is programmed to live off of very little food you have a much higher chance of getting diabetes with relatively small changes in lifestyle,” he said. 

Dr. Khue, the diabetes researcher, said another factor might be exposure to chemicals and pollution. Not enough studies have been done into their effects, she said. 

None of those theories were comforting to Phu Thi Hong Thuy, a 48-year-old diabetic who sat in the ward listening to a doctor discuss with a reporter the possible causes of her condition. 

Several weeks earlier, Ms. Thuy had brushed against the closet in her home and cut herself. 

“I didn’t think it was that severe,” she said. But when she arrived at the hospital, doctors decided to amputate. 

“I’m still dreaming that I still have my leg,” she said. “Sometimes I feel my leg itching — but when I look, it’s not there.” 

A version of this article appeared in print on June 5, 2013, in The International Herald Tribune.

Vietnam’s downward spiral
By Roger Mitton

http://www.phnompenhpost
com/2013030461721/Regional-Insider/vietnam-s-downward-spiral.html


Vietnam is a sad country these days. Almost every report about the place,
whether it concerns the economy, corruption, political repression or the
price of beer, is profoundly depressing.

Perhaps the most melancholic item was a story by the journalist Nguyen
Phuong Linh in last month’s Financial Times, which described the plight of
people termed “zombies”.

They are the tens of thousands of blue-collar workers at the country’s
massively inefficient, institutionally corrupt and largely bankrupt
state-owned enterprises.

As Ms Linh revealed, many of these workers have not been paid for many
months now, and given the huge debts of the companies, it is likely they
never will be paid.

Even in the unlikely event that they do eventually get their back pay, the
paltry sum will buy even less than usual due to rising inflation and the
ever depreciating currency.

Yet in Vietnam’s stagnant labour market, these poor peons are scared to
leave the deceptive cocoon of false security provided by being a state
employee.

The communist regime cannot sack them. That would only hasten the coming and
inevitable revolution.

So the party will do all it can to keep them off the streets and in the
factories – even if they get no pay.

It’s always the same. The workers get hit hardest when economies fail, and
few have fallen in such a dramatic fashion as that of Vietnam.

GDP growth dropped to barely 5 per cent last year, and in the first two
months of this year, foreign direct investment was a paltry $630 million, a
year-on-year decrease of 62 per cent.

For a nation with a work force growing by about one million a year, an
almost two-thirds drop in new investment is not only calamitous for Vietnam,
it makes neighbours worry about violent consequences.

Up to a point, it was all predictable.

In today’s globalised world, a top-down command economy is simply untenable,
especially when the leaders allegedly in command are corrupt dunderheads
living in some kind of Stakhanovite fantasy land.

But they are on a hiding to nothing. As everyone who has seen Dawn of the
Dead knows, those zombies just can’t be beaten.

They may slope around like drudges as they put in their meaningless unpaid
factory hours, but they just keep coming back, no matter how much the elite
tries to crush them or bash their heads in.

That realisation has yet to be appreciated by the ossified minds sitting
around the Politburo table in Hanoi, although some of them are showing signs
of becoming uneasy at the restiveness of the plebs.

It is not just the surging waves of wildcat strikes across the country, nor
even the alarming rise in snatch robberies on the streets and home break-ins
 but the brazen and widely expressed dissent.

In a bid to quieten things down and appear to be tackling the state-owned
sector’s woes, the party has drafted some constitutional revisions, and in a
rare concession, asked the public to comment on them.

Doubtless they never expected the normally cowed zombies to submit any
responses, or if they did, it would only be to suggest mild expressions of
approval.

Instead, they have reaped a whirlwind of vituperation, most of it focussed
on the Vietnam Communist Party’s abject failures in governance.

The public respondents, who include academics, lawyers and former civil
servants, have stressed that they will never relent, even if, like the
critic and journalist Nguyen Dac Kien, they are sacked or even jailed.

They want democratic elections and respect for human rights, and most of all
 the elimination of Article 4 in the Constitution, which mandates that the
only party allowed to exist in Vietnam is the Communist Party.

That provision has to go. The sooner the better. Then the sadness can
be lifted and the long-suffering zombies, along with their fellow
compatriots, can lead a normal, productive life – and get their wages
on time.

Lives

Underground in Vietnam

By KAREN RUSSELL

Published: May 27, 2011   (NYT Mag)

As tourists in Vietnam, my friend Vince and I ate coconut candy and rode bicycles around the Mekong Delta. We lunched on a fish that looked like Harry Dean Stanton and joked uneasily about Agent Orange. Now, as part of the same package tour, our no-name bus took us to the Cu Chi Tunnels, the infamous Viet Cong network that snakes below the jungle northwest of Ho Chi Minh City. We were going to slot our bodies into a hole in the ground and try not to entomb ourselves. 
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Holly Wales

Before coming to Ho Chi Minh City, I had the sort of familiarity with Vietnam that comes from hearing one abbreviation throughout my childhood: “Nam.” To my siblings and me, it meant the place where an unrecognizably youthful naval officer disappeared and came out on the other side as our father. A slice of the country had lodged in my dad’s brain, a bloody shard of time, but I knew only the sliver he talked about with us, and I confess that I was shocked when the place had an airport. Shocked that it was possible to land here, walk around, pay a purplish currency for goods I recognized — T-shirts, ice cream. The reality of modern Vietnam seemed too vast and overflowing with life. At the Sheraton hotel, my father’s stories felt suddenly fictional, unreal. 

I suppose I hoped that the tunnels might be a literal portal, a way to enter the deep grammar of my dad’s past; now I felt desperate to get back on the big anonymous bus before I’d know for certain that I was wrong to come to this country and to this “attraction.” 

During the war, the tunnels stretched 125 miles from the outskirts of Saigon all the way to the Cambodian border, permitting the V.C. forces to coordinate intelligence over great distances. Many thousands of men, women and children lived underground. Schools and hospitals operated sunlessly. Babies were born in the tunnels, our tour guide, Hai, told our group, but sick civilians and wounded soldiers died buried. In inverted funerals, their bodies had to be put aboveground. 

Today Cu Chi is a theme park. The blood-soaked ground has sprouted a cafe and a gift shop. Shrapnel is sold as a souvenir; you can buy U.S. servicemen’s lighters and bullets, bagged like carnival goldfish. Hai showed us an exhibit of many whimsically named booby traps: Tiger Trap, Spinning Trap. Bamboo spikes that looked like old lion’s teeth grinned at us. “No Babies Trap,” he said, and demonstrated how they would snap shut on a soldier’s penis. “Trap makes a lady-man. Understand? Ha ha! No babies.” Some of our faces contorted with horror; others’ laughed maniacally. Hai’s turned red. Nobody seemed to know what to do with this history. Earlier, Hai cornered Vince and me, the only Americans on the trip, to ask if we had seen his father; the man left Saigon for Houston when Hai was 3. 

As a courtesy, the entrance to the tunnels had been dilated for our large, Western bodies. Still, it was a tight fit. One Dutch girl in a silver jacket slid into it, like a light ray entering a blind eye. Vince went down next, and I followed. There were dim red lamps in the tunnels, and there wasn’t a breath of sun. Everybody crawled forward on all fours in a human chain. This chain was incredibly slow-moving. At first there was banter, but then the heat smothered it. I wanted to yell to be let up, but I was at least eight bodies from the entrance, so I stayed silent, shamed into it by those amiable Dutch kids, whose big bodies were practically humming with good nature even as they blocked the exits. In the underground acoustics, my brain became a megaphone for such unhelpful information as: YOU HAVE TO PEE. YOU CAN’T STAND THIS FOR ONE MORE MINUTE. If I had hoped to get a deeper sense of the war, I was currently connected to only my own shallow panic. 

Then we stopped moving. Anyone who has been on a roller coaster when it grinds to a halt midflight knows this terror. 

“Hey, what’s going on?” “How long till we surface?” Somebody thought Hai had said seven minutes. “Seven, right?” a voice cracked. “And not, like, 70?” 

Sixty seconds, times seven. Somewhere back in the sun, I assented to enter this nightmare. Now I was the middle segment of a long worm. Move, I threatened the worm. If you don’t move, I’ll scream. 

The scariest stories, to me, are always about what we can bear, the hells we construct and endure. Soldiers and even children lived in these conditions for years. My father fought aboveground, but he tells a similar story: “I can go no further!” turned out to be a bluff the war would call him on again and again. 

Eventually we did start moving. We pushed on, helpless to do otherwise, on the assumption that we’d turn a corner, find an exit. One by one we did make it out of the tunnel, gulping at a blue sky. We’d been down there for less than 20 minutes. We had seen, Hai reminded us, only a tiny fraction of the entire thing. 

Karen Russell is the author of the novel “Swamplandia!”

E-mail submissions for Lives to lives@nytimes.com. Because of the volume of e-mail, the magazine cannot respond to every submission.

A version of this article appeared in print on May 29, 2011, on page MM64 of the Sunday Magazine with the headline: Underground in Vietnam.
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Vietnam and the Cell Phone Revolution
By  Andrew Lam
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Vietnam, a police state where freedom of expression can come with a multi-year prison term, is awash in cell phones. Whether for talking, texting or taking photos, Vietnamese are buying up mobile devices at a rate exceeding the country’s own population.

A sign of the communist nation’s rising affluence, it is also undermining the state’s monopoly on information.

For years Vietnam has been a major producer and exporter of cheap cell phones. In 2010, it reportedly exported $2.3 billion worth of phone sets. Two years later, that figure jumped dramatically to $8.63 billion, up 122 percent from a year earlier.

Now, with phones available for as little as $20, ordinary consumers are buying up sets that would otherwise have been bound for foreign shores.

According to the latest statistics reported by TechniAsia, there were 145 cell phones for every 100 Vietnamese in 2012. For a country “whose population is just over 90 million,” it adds, “that amounts to more than 130 million mobile phones.”

And buyers aren’t limited to the middle class. Everyone has them, from elementary school kids to impoverished pedicab drivers. Teenagers have them, too, of course. On motorcycles, Vietnamese chat on their mobiles while weaving dangerously through traffic with one hand on the handlebar. They don’t even turn them off in movie theaters. In cafes, at restaurants, they have a rude habit of talking to you while looking down to check and send messages.

For the government in Hanoi, which maintains a vigorous Internet firewall similar to the one in Beijing, it’s a troubling trend.

Because beyond the daily chitchat, Vietnamese are increasingly using their hand held devices to document and share scenes that authorities would prefer remain out of the public spotlight. Police wrongdoings are routinely reported, tweeted and shared online. Protests against police corruption and government land confiscation, and even against China’s expansionism in the South China Sea, are now organized by cell phones.

A case in point: The world-renowned venerable monk Thich Nhat Hanh, long exiled in France, was given permission to visit his homeland in 2005 and he decided to build a monastery. Called Bat Nha in Lam Dong province, the monastery grew quickly in fame and many young people flocked to it.

But the enthusiasm threatened local authorities, who feared a Vietnamese Falun Gong-style movement. The result was a government-sponsored mob attack in October 2009 that resulted in the injuries and arrests of monks and nuns, and eventually the demolition of the newly built temple and dormitories.

While mainstream news in Vietnam carried little information regarding the event, it was the cell phone that carried the day: Witnesses texted information and sent images of arrests and the demolition of the monastery. The story spread around the world.

Vietnam came out of the Cold War and ran fast and furious into the information age. Once upon a time, owning a fax machine could get you arrested. When it came to information manipulation and control, the communist regime once ran an impeccable machine.

But no more. Internet access went from 200,000 users in 2000 to 30,802,000 users in 2012. Facebook entered the country last year and has quickly captured 10.5 million users, or nearly 12 percent of the population.

“The growth of the Internet is endangering the government,” Le Quoc Quan, an internationally renowned lawyer and democracy activist whose popular blog pushes for a multiparty system and more human rights, told the Associated Press last year. “People can actually read news now. There is a thirst for democracy in our country.” Vietnam convicted 14 bloggers and democracy activists last week for plotting to overthrow the governing, and some received 13 years jail term. Quan was arrested not long after his interview.

More and more people are blogging their frustrations and anger. But whether or not the general population does in fact thirst for democracy and want revolution is not clear. It’s a citizenry that has no organized opposition, no charismatic leadership that could challenge the status quo, and no serious conversation on a new national direction.

And despite the urgings of leading activists like Dr. Nguyen Dang Que, who before his arrest in 2011, posted online a call for young people to use their cell phones to make a “clean sweep of Communist dictatorship,” it’s far from certain that ordinary cell phone users perceive the new technology as a potential tool for revolution ala Arab Spring.

What is clear, however, is that the wind of change is blowing. There’s a growing collective discontent against injustices and corruption, and the new communication architecture has loosened the tongue of the general population. And the more informed, the more restless they become. Whether they know it or not, by sharing and swapping information on a national scale the Vietnamese are making revolution happen, one text at a time.

New America Media editor, Andrew Lam is the author of  ”Perfume Dreams: Reflections on the Vietnamese Diaspora” (Heyday Books, 2005), which won a Pen American “Beyond the Margins” award and where the above essay is excerpted, and “ East Eats West: Writing in Two Hemispheres. His next book, “ Birds of Paradise Lost” is due out March 01, 2013. He has lectured and  widely at many universities.
