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ELIT 10 Introduction To Fiction   Course# 0773
Fall 2003

Days & Time: M, T, W, & Th 10:30 a.m.- 11:20 a.m.
Room: SEM 8

Instructor: Karen Chow


Office & Office Hours: F11-K, M-Th 9:20-10:20 AM, and by appointment.

Phone Messages: (408) 864-5763

E-mail: chowkaren@fhda.edu

Advised Prerequisites: Completion of EWRT 1A or equivalent

Course Goals: 

This course focuses on intensive study of short stories and novels, as well as two examples of creative non-fiction (which is based on real events but is creatively manipulated by the writer).  We will discuss story development, character development, symbolism, and different ways to interpret meaning in literary/imaginative texts through reading, discussion, and oral/written critical interpretation.   Through a sampling of 19th and 20th century texts, we will specifically explore the theme of “ties that bind and bond.”  These ties can be society, family, history, and identity. Class participation is essential for discussion & collaborative learning, and is therefore a significant aspect of your grade.  Also, we have an intense college-level reading schedule, which you will be expected to keep up with.

Required Texts:


Southland, Nina Revoyr

Bone, Fae Myenne Ng

So Far From God, Ana Castillo

The Whale Rider, Witi Ihimaera

White Teeth, Zadie Smith

Great Expectations, Charles Dickens

The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison

All I Asking For Is My Body, Milton Murayama

English 10 Reader, Fall 2003 (availability TBA) 

A pocket dictionary (American Heritage, etc.)

Writing Assignments:  

By the end of the course you will have completed a researched-based group presentation, a midterm, 2 essays, and a final. Essay #1 (2-3 pages) will be literary analysis, and Essay #2 (3-4 pages) will be a creative writing piece where you emulate the style of a writer taught in this course. The midterm will have both in-class and take-home essay portions, but the final will be all in-class.  Please see me to discuss any special exam conditions that you need. 

Reading Assignments & Critical Response:

All assigned readings must be completed before the class session in which they will be discussed.  To better prepare you for class discussion, Open Book Quizzes will be given regularly.  There will be no make-up quizzes.

Evaluation:

This is a letter grade course.  The last day to drop with a W is Friday, November 14.  Your grade will be determined by the following formula:
Essay #1: 100 pts.
Group Presentation:100 pts

A=630-700 pts

D=420-489pts

Essay #2: 100 pts.
Attendance & Participation:100 pts
B=560-629 pts
   
F= 0-419 pts.

Quizzes: 100 pts.





C=490-559 pts

Midterm:  100 pts.


 




Final Exam:100 pts.


There will be three extra credit opportunities this quarter (10 points each).  These are the opportunities to meet three authors: Dave Eggers, Nina Revoyr, and Andrew X. Pham.  See details in Reading/Course schedule.

Course Policies:  

· Attendance is mandatory.  I will only allow 5 absences (excused or unexcused) during the quarter.  If you miss more than 5, you will be dropped from the class.  Absences will also be reflected in your overall attendance and participation grade (10 pts. deduction per/day).
· Peer editing is mandatory and constitutes 10% of your overall essay grade.
· Revisions are possible for Essays #1 and #2.  Revisions will be due 4 class days after I have returned the original to you.  Any changes made to the original must be highlighted in your revision.  No late revisions will be accepted.
· Disruptive Behavior (consistent tardiness, rudeness to classmates and instructor, use of electronic equipment such as cellular phones & pagers, doing homework for other classes, etc.) will not be tolerated in the classroom, and may result in you being dropped.
· This is a college level course and materials of an adult nature will not be censored due to their relevance to issues discussed in class.
· Cheating and Plagiarism:  Plagiarism constitutes taking someone else’s ideas and/or words and using them as your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally.  Anytime you use someone else’s words and ideas, EVEN IF YOU CHANGE THE  WORDING  SLIGHTLY, you need to properly cite and acknowledge the reference.  We will discuss proper citation format in MLA (Modern Language Association) style, which is what I will be requiring for your group presentation and any other research you do.  Turning in work that contains improperly cited writing from another source—whether unpublished work like another student’s paper, or published work like internet sources, newspapers, magazines, books and other printed material-- is plagiarism.  If I suspect that any submitted work contains plagiarism, I will confront the student, and penalties can range from failing the assignment to failing the course.
Course Schedule: 
Readings, Class Activities, and Assignments Due

Week 1

M, 9/22
Course Introduction



T, 9/23
 
Reader: Excerpt from “A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius”

W, 9/24
Reader: Excerpt from “A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius”

Th, 9/25  
Reader: Excerpt from “A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius”
Week 2


M, 9/29
Southland

T, 9/30
Southland, Possible visit to class by Nina Revoyr. Turn in 1-page written response/commentary by Friday in order to earn 10 pts. Extra credit
 
W, 10/1
Southland

Th,10/2
Southland

4 PM: Extra credit opportunity (for 1st 20 students who sign up):  Dialogue/Q & A workshop with Dave Eggers at Montalvo High School Solarium, 4 PM.  Sponsored by Montalvo H.S. Literary Art Series.  Also, there is an evening lecture at Montalvo H.S. Theater featuring Dave Eggers ($10.00 per student, $25.00 general public; payable at the door, for the evening lecture; workshop is free for participants).  Extra credit will also be given to students who attend the evening lecture.  To earn 10 pts. extra credit, participants must attend event and submit ticket stubs and 1-page written response/commentary on the event.

Week 3



M, 10/6
Southland

T, 10/7
The Bluest Eye, Reader: “Girl” 

W, 10/8
The Bluest Eye
Th, 10/9
The Bluest Eye
Week 4


M, 10/13
Reader: “A Hunger Artist”

T, 10/14
Reader: Excerpt from Catfish and Mandala

W, 10/15
Reader: “Viper and Nomad”

Th, 10/16
Reader: “Viper and Nomad”; Group Presentation

Week 5


M, 10/20
Peer Editing for Essay #1 (Bring 2 copies of your draft to class)
1:30-3 PM De Anza Visiting Speakers Series speaker: Andrew X. Pham, Extra Credit Opportunity for attending and submitting 1-page written commentary/response

T, 10/21
So Far From God 
W, 10/22
So Far From God 

Th, 10/23
So Far From God; Group Presentation


Essay #1 Due at beginning of class
Friday, 10/17: Last day to request P/NP grade
Week 6



M, 10/27
Bone

T, 10/28
Bone
W, 10/29
Bone

Th, 10/30
Midterm Exam
Week 7



M, 11/3
Great Expectations

T, 11/4
Great Expectations

W, 11/5
Great Expectations

Th, 11/6
Great Expectations

Week 8


M, 11/10
White Teeth 

T, 11/11
 White Teeth 

W, 11/12
White Teeth

Th, 11/13
White Teeth; Group Presentation

Friday, 11/14: Last day to drop w/ “W”

Week 9


M, 11/17
Essay #2 Peer Editing (Bring 2 copies to class)
T, 11/18
White Teeth

W, 11/19
White Teeth; Essay #2 Due In Class
Th, 11/20
White Teeth

Week 10


M, 11/24
The Whale Rider

T, 11/25
The Whale Rider

W, 11/26
The Whale Rider

Th, 11/27
No class; Thanksgiving Holiday

Week 11


M, 12/1
All I Asking For Is My Body

T, 12/2

All I Asking For Is My Body

W, 12/3
All I Asking For Is My Body

Th, 12/4
Discuss Final Exam

FINAL EXAM:  Tuesday, December 9, 9:15-11:15 a.m.
