ELIT 12/EWRT 1C Paper #1  Guidelines

Karen Chow

*****I encourage you to see/email me individually to discuss your paper.  Even if (and especially if) you only have the merest wisp of an idea.

Due Date:  Thursday, April 28, 2005 (give to me at the Crowns performance or deliver to my office F11-K by 3:00 PM) 

Objective:  

1) To have a clear THESIS and make a coherent argument of your thesis with well-developed ideas that transition smoothly to each other.  

2) Also, to use many QUOTES and other supporting details from the play to prove your thesis.

3) Cite QUOTES according to MLA style parenthetical quotes.



Example sentence w/ quote and citation (quote and parenthetical reference are in bold, but you don’t have to make them bold in your essay):  In “The Tempest,” Miranda’s naivete is evident when she exclaims “What is ‘t! A spirit!”(237) when she first sees Ferdinand.  

Please note:  My pet peeve is extra line spaces inserted between paragraphs, and also, not indenting your paragraphs. So please do NOT do this!!

Format:  Minimum three pages, typed (short papers will be penalized)


Double-spaced, with 1” margins around 8.5” x 11” paper


NO extra spaces between paragraphs


12 pt. Times New Roman Font (larger font will be penalized)


Number the top right corner of your pages and staple them in order.

Please label top of first page with:  Your name, ELIT 12, Date

Recommended: Write your name on each page (use the “Header” function which

writes this in automatically)

Cite page numbers of quotes from the text with parenthetical citations

Provide a Works Cited list of the textbook/book you use (follow MLA style)

KEEP A HARD COPY OF YOUR ESSAY IN ADDITION TO SAVING IT ON DISK/HARD DRIVE

Assignment:  Choose one of the texts we have read so far in the course and write an essay analyzing its treatment of the following aspects or themes.  Please note: These are suggested topics (please note, these are NOT a thesis by themselves!! Your stated ASSERTION about the topic MIGHT be a thesis, if it takes a clear stand and is sufficiently provocative).  You are certainly welcome to come up with your own topic not listed here.  But as ALWAYS, I encourage you to come and discuss it with me:

CONTINUED ON BACK OF THIS SHEET!!

· Society’s expectations of women’s roles and how a woman or women in a play shows a contrast or rebellion from them

· The effects of staging directions and/or music and singing—what do they emphasize or communicate?

· What is the importance of hats for African American women in the play “Crowns”

· The function/effect of the chorus in Greek theater (“Lysistrata”)

· Women’s roles in bringing about peace and justice in their societies

· What metaphors (use of a figure of speech comparing 2 different things) and/or innuendos (double multiple meanings of a phrase or word) are found in a play and what do they emphasize about a play’s theme? For example, you could discuss multiple meanings of “crowns” and how it illustrates aspects of that play; or sexual innuendo in Lysistrata.

· The effects of colonialism and interactions with racial “others” (“The Tempest”)

· Prospero as benevolent/not benevolent in “The Tempest”

Focus your essay on arguing your `INTERPRETATION (NOT summary) of how the text represents or uses the aspect/theme you choose.  Back up all your interpretations with references to QUOTES from the text.

Reminder on Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism constitutes taken someone else’s ideas and/or words and using them as your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally.  Anytime you use someone else’s words or ideas in your own writing, you need to properly cite and acknowledge the reference.  Please reference http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html  for proper parenthetical citation format in MLA (Modern Language Association) style--this is the style I require for your citations.  Turning in work that was not done by you and claiming it as your own constitutes cheating as well as plagiarism--this includes non-published work as well as papers taken from internet sources, newspapers, magazines, books, and any printed material.  If I suspect that any submitted work is plagiarized, I will confront the student, and if the cheating is proven, the penalties can range from failing the assignment to failing the course, and even possibly expulsion from De Anza if the incident is severe enough.  De Anza is a serious institution which is very proud of its integrity and reputation and such behavior is not tolerated lightly. 

