ELIT 12 Paper #2  Guidelines

Karen Chow, M.A., Ph.D.

*****I encourage you to see/email me individually to discuss your paper.  Even if (and especially if) you only have the merest wisp of an idea.

Due Date:  In-Class, Monday, June 16, 2003 

Objective:  

1) To have a clear THESIS and make a coherent argument of your thesis with well-developed ideas that transition smoothly to each other.  

2) Also, to use many QUOTES and other supporting details from the play to prove your thesis.

3) Cite QUOTES according to MLA style parenthetical quotes.



Example sentence w/ quote and citation (quote and parenthetical reference are in bold):  In “The Tempest,” Miranda’s naivete is evident when she exclaims “What is ‘t! A spirit!”(237) when she first sees Ferdinand.  

Please note:  My pet peeve is extra line spaces inserted between paragraphs, and also, not indenting your paragraphs. So please do NOT do this!!

Format:  Minimum three pages, typed (short papers will be penalized)


Double-spaced, with 1” margins around 8.5” x 11” paper


NO extra spaces between paragraphs


12 pt. Times New Roman Font (larger font will be penalized)


Number the top right corner of your pages and staple them in order.

Please label top of first page with:  Your name, ELIT 12, Date

Recommended: Write your name on each page (use the “Header” function which

writes this in automatically)

Cite page numbers of quotes from the text with parenthetical citations

Provide a Works Cited list of the textbook/book you use (follow MLA style)

KEEP A HARD COPY OF YOUR ESSAY IN ADDITION TO SAVING IT ON DISK/HARD DRIVE

CONTINUED ON BACK OF THIS SHEET!!

Assignment:  Choose one of the following texts:  “Cloud Nine,” “M. Butterfly,” “The America Play,” “Angels In America,” “A Tempest,” “Translations” and write an essay analyzing its treatment of the following aspects or themes.  

Please note: These are suggested topics (please note, these are NOT a thesis by themselves!! Your stated ASSERTION about the topic MIGHT be a thesis, if it takes a clear stand and is sufficiently provocative).  

You are certainly welcome to come up with your own topic not listed here.  But as ALWAYS, I encourage you to come and discuss it with me:

· The effect of “alienation strategies” employed in the play to challenge societal constructions.  If you wrote on this topic for the midterm, choose a DIFFERENT PLAY to discuss for this topic in this paper.  Those constructions can include race, class, gender, sexuality, national identity, and history 

· Analyze one character in the play in terms of how the character’s development in the play.  Does the character have a/several cathartic moment(s) that enable the audience to feel closer to him/her—describe where and why they are cathartic.  

· Compare two characters in a play who act as “foils” to each other—that is, how do the contrasts between these characters help to define and develop them?

· Discuss the role of psychological states/dreams/imagination in the characters in “Angels In America” or “M. Butterfly” or another play.

· Discuss how “A Tempest” responds to/contrasts from Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” in terms of character development/relations, dialogue, story, etc.

Focus your essay on arguing your `INTERPRETATION (NOT summary) of how the text represents or uses the aspect/theme you choose.  Back up all your interpretations with references to QUOTES from the text.

Reminder on Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism constitutes taken someone else’s ideas and/or words and using them as your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally.  Anytime you use someone else’s words or ideas in your own writing, you need to properly cite and acknowledge the reference.  Please reference your writing handbook for proper citation format in MLA (Modern Language Association) style--this is the style I require for your citations.  Turning in work that was not done by you and claiming it as your own constitutes cheating as well as plagiarism--this includes non-published work as well as papers taken from internet sources, newspapers, magazines, books, and any printed material.  If I suspect that any submitted work is plagiarized, I will confront the student, and if the cheating is proven, the penalties can range from failing the assignment to failing the course, and even possibly expulsion from De Anza if the incident is severe enough.  De Anza is a serious institution which is very proud of its integrity and reputation and such behavior is not tolerated lightly. 

