Celina Kim—Sula,p. 1-85

How are Nel and Sula’s homes different, in terms of who lives there, how the rooms/furniture are arranged and maintained by Helene, and by Eva & Hannah, and the relationships between mothers and daughters?

Setting: African American town called Medallion in the Bottoms.  White people promised free land to the freed slaves, but they provided the hill land.  They explained to the African Americans, “When God looks down….it’s the bottom of heaven—best land there is,” but actually the land had bad conditions for farming.

National Suicide Day/Shadrack.  Shadrack suffered from the aftermath of war and founded National Suicide Day to relieve his agonies.  People in the town were frightened about this day, but soon they accepted it as another special day.

Why did the residents of Medallion finally participate in large numbers on Suicide Day?  Who and what is to blame for the final Suicide Day tragedy at the end of the novel (when the people attack the tunnel they were not allowed to build, and then are crushed by it when it collapses)?  

Helene (Nel’s mom)   
vs.  

Eva

Strict



Had social authority

Popular woman in Bottoms
in the town w/ elegance and charm

Had political authority


Hannah 
Could control other people, esp. men

Sexual beauty, stimulate men’s protective instinct

Helene’s response to white train conductor when he confronted her about being in the wrong car (the white car instead of the car for Negroes).  Quotes on p. 21-22

What is significant about how she responded to his rudeness, and how the Black soldiers treated her after they observed her behavior?

Helene and Nel encountering “Jim Crow segregation” (separate facilities for whites and “colored”) in the South—how is it humiliating?

Nel’s realization about herself on this trip:  “I’m me.  I’m not their daughter.  I’m not Nel.  I’m me…Each time she said the word me there was a gathering in her like power, like joy, like fear…I want…I want to be….wonderful.  Oh, Jesus, make me wonderful.” (p. 28-29) How might this help explain why Nel is so attached to Sula and why she cries for Sula at the end of the novel?  What does Sula give Nel, and how is that different from what Nel gets from other people (her mother, her husband, her children)?

Eva’s struggles to raise her children and her low point as a single, poor mother when Plum was a constipated baby.  

Why does Eva later burn Plum to death after he returns from the war and is addicted to drugs?

Lisa Rodriguez:  Sula,p. 86-end

Questions:

How was the relationship between Eva & Sula when Sula returned home to Medallion? (p. 90)

How was the relationship between Sula and Nel when Sula returned home to Medallion (p. 94)

Why did Sula put Eva in a rest home? (p. 100)

Why did Sula hurt Nel by sleeping with Jude? 

What was the unforgivable thing that Sula committed while she was away at college? (p. 112)

What did the folks in Medallion think Sula’s birthmark on her eye represented? (p. 114)

How was the relationship between Sula and Shadrack different from the rest of the folks in Medallion? (p. 118)

What was the thing that Shadrack liked about Sula and let him know that she was a friend, the only friend who came to visit him? (p. 156)

What was the “grey ball” at Nel’s side (p. 108-109)?

What’s the significance of the robins coming to Medallion? (P. 89)

Why do Sula and Eva mistrust each other after Sula returns to Medallion? (p. 94, 100)

Why did the people of Medallion feel more unified with each other against Sula while she was alive?

How/why does Sula feel betrayed or abandoned by Nel? (p. 120)?

Why is Sula vulnerable to Ajax and why does he ultimately leave her?

Caroline Bui—So Far From God, p. 1-42

The novel presents a very rich cultural hybrid of cultures and languages: Mexican and American, European and indigenous, Spanish and English.  There is also a lot of magical realism.   

La Loca dying and coming back to life (also Fe and Caridad surviving deep trauma—emotional and physical— what were the consequences of their “miraculous” recoveries?

Domingo’s return after 20 years.  

Is life a series of mixed blessings?  What kind of models do the characters serve as people who survive and deal with pain and unexpected outcomes?  What are their weaknesses and what are their strengths?

How is the myth of La Llorona seen differently by Sofi and the narrator?

(p. 160-163)

Quotes:

“At that point Sofi, despite her shock, rose from the ground, unable to tolerate the mere suggestion by Father Jerome that her daughter, her blessed, sweet baby, could by any means be the devil’s own….’Don’t you dare start this!…And this is a miracle…” (p. 23)

What does this say about Catholic faith and the authority of priests?  What does Sofi’s response indicate?

Caroline says:  La Loca coming back to life was the work of God.  Father Jerone looked at it as pain from the devil himself but Sofi saw it as a miracle that her baby came back to life even though she eventually gets diagnosed w/ epilepsy.

Gloria Azevedo 6/20/06

“So Far From God”

Page 43-149

EXAM: questions, issues, moments, and quotes.

Characters: Caridad and Don Felicia

How do the events of Caridad and Dona’s Felicia’s lives and their relationship represent a hybrid (intermixing) of traditional Mexican and modern American cultures, attitudes, and beliefs?

The women respond in different ways to pressures/demands to conform to societal expectations.  What actions would you describe as conforming to “pink think” type of expectations, and what actions would you describe as breaking or rebelling from them?  

Caridad is miraculously healed from her mutilation affliction; her mother call’s it a “Holy Restoration,” something no one can explain. Page 43

Caridad goes through some changes after her transformation, she has a fever for many weeks; she falls in-and-out of trances, and is able to make predictions and has premonitions as well.

Caridad moves to S. Valley Albuquerque moves next door to an elderly lady called Dona Felicia a woman known for being a cunadera. Page 43

Dona Felicia notices Caridad’s supernatural gifts and offers to mentor Caridad for cunadera internship (metaphorically speaking) page 56

Dona Felicia was at one time in her life deported back to Mexico in cattle cars. (pg 61)

Question: At what time in her life did she become a curandera? (Pages 63-67) 

Question: How does one become a curandera?

Question: What type of work does a cunadera perform? Page 65-69

Caridad in training to be a cunadera: page 62, 63, 64, 65, and 66.

Samples:  when a patient has an upset stomach, first you make the sign of the cross, then you take a raw egg and crack it on the patient’s stomach, the egg will crack on the problem area and release the obstruction. Or, how about placing a small candle and a penny on the patient’s trouble-some spot, light the candle and place a glass over it, you will se how it sucks out the mal. Page 67

Other cunadera tools: tea’s, enemas, candles, prayers, alcohol massage, glass jars, garlic, herbs, tarot cards, diving sticks 

 “Holy week” Dona Felicia prepares for her yearly pilgrimage to Chimayo during the week of lent. Page 72

How does this compare to Tome Hill, New Mexico, in our reader? Page 39

Caridad goes missing for a year. Page 86. Two brothers (hermanos) found her living in a cave. They try to remove her from the cave but can’t lift her; they are astounded buy her passive herculean strength and believe that it is God’s will for her to stay. The word spreads and Caridad is deemed to be an apparition. People far and wide flock to see her seeking healing and answers to their prayers.  

Comment:

How do these phenomena’s get stated, what is it in human beings that thrive on the supernatural? What are some other “magical realism” moments in the novel?  Why is it important for people to have faith in something greater than themselves?  Do the lives of Sofi and her daughters seem to give hope and optimism and power in this kind of faith?

Siutaisa Fau: So Far From God 

1. Juan Soldado's Gold Mine

· A soldier who was trapper and killed at the mine 

· keep the gold mine a mystery 

· many people have discovered the mine but, when they come back with help, it's gone

   Eperanza's death overseas

· Loca was told by the crying woman, La Llorna that Esperanza has passed away 

· Loca was found running in circles outside by Fe and their mother Sofia 

· Esperanza's had been dismembered 

· No one had known until weeks later with a letter delivered by two Army privates. 

· Sofia never believed in La Llorna because she never liked to think about things like that 

· Both parents took trips to Washinton in hope of find their daughters body with no information. 

· The family members experience Esperanza spirit. 

     Loca can cook 

· learned from watching and helping her mom 

· became a better cook than her mom 

· tries to teach Fe how to cook which is one thing she is not good at 

· Fe is in a new relationship with Casimiro

     Fe marries Casimiro who is her first couin

· Fe moves to a different job and constantly working 

· miscarriages 

· the job causes Fe her death from "A subpoena"/ medical treatment.  Is it the treatment that causes her death, or the job site conditions?

Significance of the quotes:  
"More bitter than death I find the woman who's hunter's trap, who's heart is a snare and whose hands are prison bonds" (Castillo 191).

"He who is pleasing to God will escape her, but the sinner will be entrapped by her" (Castillo 191).

"When the Lord punishes us, With the poor harvest, With your generous coat you protect us from the rest" ( Castillo 195).

Significant terms/Characters:

· Woman-on-the-wall-later-attendant-at-Ojo-Caliente 

· La Llorona 

· St Guadalupe 

· Gato Negro

Why is blue a sacred color?

Who is the nun in blue clothing talking with Loca and what is she concerned about?

Sarah Rodriguez:

Caridad moved out w/ her horse, Corazon, to Dona Felicia’s property.

Caridad started having episodes in which, when she came out knew of something that was going to happen before it actually did.

Esperanza is going to Saudi Arabia for her job (This was one of Caridad’s visions).

Caridad saw in a dream 113 horses galloping, which Corazon was a part of.  Which helped her dad win a bet.

Caridad got a vision Corazon was leaving.

Corazon got loose and hurt himself and the policeman put him down.  

Dona Felicia is going to help Caridad strengthen her gift.

Dona Felicia’s mother’s death was predicted; the day it happened the narrator said that Dona Felicia’s presence was strong.

What kind of commentary/criticism does So Far From God seem to have about war?  Who is affected by war, and in what ways?  

Dona Felicia was a trained nurse in WWII.  She had 8 children from 4 men.  Her 10 y.o. boy was kidnapped and murdered; her 19 y.o. daughter was raped and murdered.  6 other children left on their own ways.

Esperanza became a P.O.W. in Saudi Arabia.

Francisco, Dona Felicia’s godson, went to college in interest for a girl’when it failed he stopped going.

Francisco has just come back from Vietnam

Sofi is being taken out by her husband (Domingo)-first time in 20 years.  They danced and it brought her back to her memories of when she was young.

How has Sofi changed from the time she was a young woman (before marriage) to her middle age years?  What has she learned and what skills/strengths has she developed?

Dona Felicia rented out Caridad’s trailer to a family who moved in more people, paid only ½ deposit and skipped without paying the rent, taking Caridad’s belongings.

When La Loca develops AIDS, how do the people of Tome react to this?  How is their response different from the typical reactions to this disease?

Who/What is to blame for Fe’s death from toxic poisoning?  How does the culture/practices of her workplace contrast to the culture/practices of the curandera, La Loca, Sofi, and others who practice Chicano and indigenous cultures?

Are the names of the sisters (Fe=Faith, Esperanza= Hope, Loca=Crazy, Caridad=Charity) appropriate to describe their behaviors and attitudes?  Why or why not?

Are the women stronger than the men in this novel?  Why/Why not?

“Seventeen Syllables”, “High Heeled Shoes,” “The Legend of Miss Sasagawara”

These terms, issues, and quotes are taken from my own notes and your responses:

“Seventeen Syllables”:

Where does code-switching take place?

How is Rosie bi-culturally American and Japanese?

Why is Rosie’ father so intolerant of his wife’s haiku activities?

Picture bride

Jesus

Issei/nisei generational differences (pre WWII)

Why is Rosie unable to absorb her mother’s warning to never marry?

“High Heeled Shoes”:

“Whatever, whatever—I knew I had discovered yet another circle to put away with my collection of circles.  I was back to what I had started with, the helpless, absolutely useless knowledge”  How would this quote apply to the situations of women being subjected to sexual harassment by men?

Why is Gandhi’s response so frustrating to the speaker?

Why don’t women speak out in these situations?

Why do these incidents continue to occur frequently?

What are the ways in which women are harassed by men?  

What’s the significance of Margarita?

What’s significant about how the police reacted to Mary’s report about her attacker?

“The Legend of Miss Sasagawara”

Why is Kiku (the narrator) sympathetic to Miss Sasagawara?

How is Miss Sasagarawa so different from other people in the camp (esp. other women)?

Do other people treat her cruelly?

Holly Eberhardt’s Quotes for  Miss Sasagawara:

“Look I’m walking” 293

“What are you trying to do? Spy on me?” 293

“George turned around. ‘Miss Sa-sa-ga-wa-ra,’ he said, accenting every syllable. ‘Remember that dame? The one who wouldn’t let me take her home?’

‘Yes,’ I said. ‘What is the matter with her?’

George, saying not a word, pointed at his head and made several circles in the air with his first finger.” (296)

“For what he saw was Miss Sasagawara sitting there on his apple crate, her hair all undone and flowing about her. She was dressed in a white nightgown and her hands were clasped on her lap. And all she was doing was sitting there watching him.” (298)

Miss Sasagawara’s poem on page 299
“Cloud 9”

 How does the play challenge gender and racial oppression?  How does the play challenge expected gender and racial roles?

What are the connections the play makes between gender oppression and colonial oppression?

What is the effect of cross-gender, cross-racial, and unexpected casting (e.g. the dummy as Victoria)?

In Act II, what are the complicated issues and choices that women and men face in contemporary times?   How have gender and sexual identities become more complex?

