Take Home Quiz—ELIT 46B Winter 2004

Week Two—Karen Chow

Directions:  Answer the following questions as directed.  You may type your answers below the questions on this word document  (hit the “return” button on your keyboard to create more space for your answers) and bring the printout of this completed quiz to class on Tuesday.  Or, you may answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper and bring that to class on Tuesday.  

Give your interpretation of the meaning and significance of the following lines from “A Description of a City Shower”:

1.  The Templar spruce, while every spout’s abroach,

Stays till ‘tis fair, yet seems to call a coach.

2. To shops in crowds the daggled females fly, 

Pretend to cheapen goods, but nothing buy.

3.  What classic Greek work is being referred to here, and what is the “wooden steed” otherwise known as (a name)?

 So when Troy chairmen bore the wooden steed,

Pregnant with Greeks impatient to be freed…

4. “A Description of a City Shower” has what rhythm and meter? : 

 _____________       _______________

5. What is a mock epic and why is “Mac Flecknoe” one?

6.  Give your interpretation (in several sentences) of the meaning of the following lines from “Mac Flecknoe” (lines 19-26) :

The rest to some faint meaning make pretense,
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But Sh____ never deviates into sense.

Some beams of wit on other souls may fall,

Strike through, and make a lucid interval;

But Sh____’s genuine night admits no ray,

His rising fog prevail upon the day.

Besides, his goodly fabric fills the eye,

And seems designed for thoughtless majesty:
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7.  In which of the above lines is there a disruption of the rhyme pattern? ____ (insert line number)

8.  In several sentences, explain why the following lines are a putdown of Thomas Shadwell: (lines 173-182)

Let father Flecknoe fire thy mind with praise,

And uncle Ogilby thy envy raise.

Thou art my blood, where Jonson has no part:

What share have we in nature, or in art?

Where did his wit on learning fix a brand,

And rail at arts he did not understand?

Where made he love in Prince Nicander’s vein,

Or swept the dust in Psyche’s humble strain?

Where sold he bargains, ‘whip-stitch, kiss my arse,’

Promised a play and dwindled to a farce?

9. Who is the first person (I) speaker of the above lines in “Mac Flecknoe”?

 ________________

