ELIT 46B Research Paper Guidelines           Karen Chow, Winter 2004, De Anza College

*****I encourage you to see/email me individually to discuss your paper.  Even if (and especially if) you only have the merest wisp of an idea.

Due Date for Annotated Bibliography of at least 5 critical sources (books and/or essays from literary criticism paper journals or e-journals) and a minimum ¼ page description of what you intend to discuss in your essay:  

· Thursday, February 26, 2004 (in-class or to my office)

Due Dates for Final Paper (to my office):  

· Friday, 3/12/04  (if you care to have my comments on the paper and wish to have it returned by the final exam date)

· Friday, 3/19/04 (if you do not care to have my comments on the paper or have it returned by the final exam date)

Format:  Minimum eight pages, typed (short papers will be penalized)


Double-spaced, with 1” margins around 8.5” x 11” paper


NO extra spaces between paragraphs


12 pt. Times New Roman Font (larger font will be penalized)


Number the top right corner of your pages and staple them in order.

Please label top of first page with:  Your name, ELIT 46B, Date

Recommended: Write your name on each page (use the “Header” function which

writes this in automatically)

Cite page numbers of quotes from the text with parenthetical citations

Provide a Works Cited list of the sources you use (follow MLA style)

KEEP A HARD COPY OF YOUR ESSAY IN ADDITION TO SAVING IT ON DISK/HARD DRIVE

Assignment:  Choose one of following themes and write a research essay analyzing 18th century English representation/treatment of ONE of the following aspects or themes.  You may choose to focus on analyzing these issues as represented in text(s) we’ve read, or you may go outside of our readings to other texts or to representations in film, art, music, etc.:


The limitations/fallacies of human behavior


Significance of motif, such as travel/journey, nature, emotion, classic myths


Representation of English identity, nationalism, or other issue of cultural concern


Representation of man’s relationship to faith/beliefs/religion


The use/power of imagination and/or the individual


Explorations/representations of the gothic or sublime emotions/mood

How the Romantics react against or expand Neoclassical writers’ concerns/stylistics

The effects of colonialism and interactions with racial “others”


Representation of:  class, and/or gender, and/or race


How the text uses symbol, metaphor, or other literary/poetic device

Focus your essay on arguing your `INTERPRETATION (NOT just summary) of how the aspect/theme you choose is represented in the period.  Support your interpretations with references to QUOTES from texts we’ve read in the course and your research sources.  

Within your paper, CITE quotes like this example:  

Pollack argues that womanly virtues in the 18th century were “identified exclusively with such qualities, or passive states, of soul as meekness, modesty, affability, compassion, and piety, her ‘calling’ with the dependency of marriage”(Pollack, 15).

· Insert author last name and page number inside parentheses following your quote.

· If your quote is from an online source with no page numbers, simply cite author’s last name and make sure this source is cited completely in your Works Cited list at the end of your paper.

Annotated Bibliography:  

An annotated bibliography is a list of your research sources, alphabetized by author’s last name (if there is no author listed, alphabetize by title).  Following each source, write a few sentences describing the source’s main points and how it is useful for your research essay.  

Sample Annotated Source:  

Pollack, Ellen.  “Introduction to The Poetics of Sexual Myth: Gender and Ideology in the Verse of Swift and Pope,” from The Poetics of Sexual Myth: Gender and Ideology in the Verse of Swift and Pope. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985, pp. 1-21.  Literature Resource Center, accessed 23 January 2004.

In this introduction, Pollack describes how certain modern “virtues” of women, “identified exclusively with such qualities, or passive states, of soul as meekness, modesty, affability, compassion, and piety, her "calling" with the dependency of marriage” where established by the late 17th and 18th centuries.  She contrasts Swift and Pope’s treatment of women, arguing that “Swift was committed in his poems to exploding certain bourgeois sexual myths that Pope's verse insistently worked to justify.”  This essay will help me to identify how women were perceived and valued in18th century English culture.

Reminder on Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism constitutes taken someone else’s ideas and/or words and using them as your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally.  Anytime you use someone else’s words or ideas in your own writing, you need to properly cite and acknowledge the reference.  Please reference your writing handbook for proper citation format in MLA (Modern Language Association) style--this is the style I require for your citations.  Turning in work that was not done by you and claiming it as your own constitutes cheating as well as plagiarism--this includes non-published work as well as papers taken from internet sources, newspapers, magazines, books, and any printed material.  If I suspect that any submitted work is plagiarized, I will confront the student, and if the cheating is proven, the penalties can range from failing the assignment to failing the course, and even possibly expulsion from De Anza if the incident is severe enough.  De Anza is a serious institution which is very proud of its integrity and reputation and such behavior is not tolerated lightly. 

For MLA Citation guidelines, here is one of many online references to consult: http://www.lesley.edu/library/guides/citation/mla_basic.html

