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ELIT 46B/Chow/Winter 03


ELIT 46 B:  Major British Writers: Neo-classical and Romantic

Instructor: Karen Chow


De Anza College, Winter Quarter 2004

Class Meets:  Mon-Thurs. 10:30-11:20 AM in Room L25, De Anza College

Karen’s Office: FllK (Faculty bldg. between Campus Center and Language Arts/Social Sciences Divisions Office building)

Office Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thurs. 12:30-1:30 PM; and by appointment

Office phone:  (408) 864-5763   Email: chowkaren@fhda.edu
Required Texts:  

1) Abrams, et. al.  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 7th Edition, Volumes 1C and Volume 2A (those who wish to can purchase Vol. 2)

2) Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, Penguin edition.

3) Abrams, M.H. A Glossary of Literary Terms
Recommended Text: a good college-level English dictionary 

Course Description:

We will be reading some major English writers from approximately 1700 to 1830, which spans a historical period of many changes both domestically and abroad. We will read authors represented in the Norton anthology, which is one of the most widely used English literary anthologies in college survey courses such as this one.  We can cover only a representative group of writers of the period, and hopefully you will leave the course feeling that you have a basic handle on some of the major issues of the time.  The anthology’s editors identify the period of 1700-1780 as “Neoclassical” (it is also known as the “Restoration” period) and 1785-1830 as the “Romantic” period.  We will trace major shifts in subject themes and stylistics between writers of these two periods and look at historical and intellectual contexts for these shifts.  We will do this by reading, interpreting, and comparing and contrasting works of the major literary genres of this period, which includes poetry, prose narratives, and essays.  

Course Requirements:

Readings:   The readings are challenging but not impossible for competent college readers of standard modern English.  You are expected to complete all the assigned readings for each class meeting and be ready to discuss them BEFORE you come to class. The most significant factors to your success in this course are TIME and CONCENTRATION.  If you do not keep up REGULARLY with ALL the readings, it will be nearly impossible for you to adequately participate in class discussion or complete the required writing assignments for this course, which include essays and exams, as well as weekly on-line reader response assignments.  Therefore, if you cannot make time to do all the assigned reading and be prepared to discuss them in class, then I recommend that you withdraw from the course and take it when you can make this time commitment to reading and writing.

Group Work

By week two, you will each be assigned to a group with 4 other class members.  Each week, a different group will be assigned to generate two discussion questions and analyze a passage, or give a response to a question on the readings assigned up to that point.  At the beginning of the week (Monday) that group will generate their response to be posted on a class listserver.  By the following Wednesday, two other groups (also assigned) will respond to that posting on the listserver. Your participation in the listserver will help you strengthen your thinking and writing about the readings, and will also prepare you for exams, essays, and in-class discussion.  I will note your responses and they will count towards your grade (see grade breakdown below) in this course.  More details on the listserver will follow.

In addition, your group will come up with and present a group presentation about one of the assigned readings.  This is a 20-minute presentation that will count for 100 points.  More details to follow.

Formal Writing: Exams and Essays

This class will require you to write:

1) One long research essay (minimum 8 pages)—due in Week 10.

2) 2-part Midterm (In-class short identification and interpretation of passages; Open Book essay responses to 2 questions); covers first six weeks of class

3) Final Exam (In-class short identification and interpretation of passages and in-class essay questions); covers last five weeks of class

All writing assignments must be completed on time and late assignments will be penalized with loss of points.  To pass this course, you must complete all writing assignments.  All formal out-of-class essays (including Part 2 of the Midterm) must be TYPED (font size no larger than Times 12 pt. font; larger fonts will be penalized with loss of points), Double-spaced, with 1” margins around the edges of 8” x 11.5” paper.  Please number the top right corner of your pages and staple them in order.  Keep a hard copy of each of your essays, in case of loss.  Please label your essays on the back of each page with the following:

Your name

ELIT 46B, Karen Chow

Date

Participation and Attendance:  Regular class attendance AND participation is mandatory and will count for 5% of your overall course grade. You are allowed three unexcused absences before the drop deadline; if you have more than three absences, I may drop you from the course. DURING THE FIRST WEEK, you must be in class EVERY day or I may drop you from the class.  After three absences after the drop deadline, your grade will decline dramatically for every unexcused absence--the only exceptions are for medical personal or family emergencies.  Tardies (after the first 10 minutes of class) are considered 1/2 an absence.  Your participation is also necessary--if you attend class regularly but rarely participate in discussions and/or in-class work, you can only get a maximum of 70% of attendance and participation points.  On the other hand, regular participation in class discussion can improve your overall course grade.

Disruptive Classroom Behavior:  Vigorous in-class discussion that contributes to further understanding and appreciation of the reading is always welcome, but I expect everyone to address each other respectfully and to direct disagreements at the ideas, not at the person(s) saying them.  Any behavior that oppresses others or interferes with individual or group class productivity will not be tolerated.  This may include but is not limited to: harassment of any kind, overly dominating discussion time, private conversations that are unrelated to that day’s readings or topics, sleeping, reading non-class related materials (newspapers, magazines, etc.), not participating in class discussions or other activities, ringing cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices other than those approved by me, loud or attention-distracting eating or drinking, inconsiderate personal hygiene habits.  Continuing such behavior after my discreet requests to stop can result in students being asked to leave and/or being dropped from the course.   

Cheating and Plagiarism:  Plagiarism constitutes taken someone else’s ideas and/or words and using them as your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally.  Anytime you use someone else’s words or ideas in your own writing, you need to properly cite and acknowledge the reference. Turning in work that was not done by you and claiming it as your own constitutes cheating as well as plagiarism--this includes non-published work as well as papers taken from internet sources, newspapers, magazines, books, and any printed material.  If I suspect that any submitted work is plagiarized, I will confront the student, and if the cheating is proven, the penalties can range from failing the assignment to failing the course, and even possibly expulsion from De Anza if the incident is severe enough.  De Anza is a serious institution which is very proud of its integrity and reputation and such behavior is not tolerated lightly. 

Grading:
1 8-page minimum research essay: 



100 pts.

Midterm






100 pts.

Reader response assignments, homework and quizzes

200 pts.

Group Presentation





100 pts.

Participation and attendance




100 pts.

Final Exam






100 pts.

Total







700 pts.

630-700 pts = A
490 pts-559 pts = C
0-419 pts = F

560-629 pts = B
420-489 pts = D

Schedule of readings: Complete all assigned readings BEFORE class on the day we will discuss them.
Week One 1/5-1/9
First Class Meeting: Roll call, Syllabus review, In-class work

BUY YOUR BOOKS

Readings:  “Annus Miribilis” (2073) and “A Description of a City Shower” (2300)

This week we will view and discuss the film “Ridicule” to discuss wit and Neoclassical poetry.  Be prepared for short quizzes/writings on the film.

Week Two 1/12-16
Readings:  Intro to Dryden (2071-2072), “Mac Flecknoe” (2099-2105)

Intro to Restoration and the 18th Century (2045-2070), Intro to Behn (2165-2167) and “Oroonoko” (2170-2195)
Week Three 1/19-1/23

LAST DAY TO DROP WITH NO RECORDED GRADE: FRIDAY, JAN. 23

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BIRTHDAY NO CLASS on MONDAY, 1/19
Readings: Intro to Swift (2298-2299) and Intro to “Gulliver’s Travels”(2329-2334) and “Gulliver’s Travels: Part 1 Voyage to Lilliput” (2334-2372),  “Gulliver’s Travels: Part 4: Chapters 1-10” (2428-2465) 
Week Four 1/25-1/29   

LAST DAY TO REQUEST P/NP GRADE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
Readings: Intro to Pope (2505-2509) and “An Essay on Criticism” (2509-2423) and “The Dunciad: Book The Fourth” (2573-2579).

Week Five 2/2-2/5
Readings: Intro to Johnson (2660-2662) and “Rasselas” (2678-2712)

Week Six 2/9-2/12
Readings: Intro to Gray (2825-2826) and “Ode on the Death of a Favorite Cat” and “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” (2829-2833)

MIDTERM on Thursday

Week Seven 2/16-2/19

WASHINGTON BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY NO CLASS on MONDAY 2/16

Readings: Intro to the Romantic Period (1-21 in Volume 2) and Intro to Blake (35-39, vol. 2), and “Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience” (43-59) 

Week Eight 2/23-2/26

LAST DAY TO DROP WITH A “W”: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
 Readings: Intro to Coleridge (416-418) and “Kubla Khan” (439-441) and “Dejection: An Ode” (459-462) and “This Lime Tree Bower My Prison” (420-422)

Week Nine 3/1-3/4
Readings: “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (422-438) and Intro to Wordsworth and “I wandered lonely as a cloud”(284-285) and “My heart Leaps Up” (285)

Week Ten 3/8-3/11
 Readings: “Ode: Intimations of Immortality”(286-292), Intro to Keats (823-826) and “Ode On Melancholy” (853-854) and “Ode To a Nightingale” (849-851).

RESEARCH ESSAY DUE FRIDAY TO MY OFFICE

Week Eleven 3/15-3/18
Readings: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
Week Twelve
FINAL EXAM  9:15-11:15 am Wednesday, March 24 
