Your Name:____________________________

EWRT 100B Quiz—“Violent Femmes”

1. In “Violent Femmes,” Stephanie Mencimer argues that “action babes still aren’t really creating a new world order”(189).  Which one of the following arguments is NOT one of the supporting evidence she uses to show this?

a. When women fight, they are clearly being helped by movie special effects such as wires and computer graphics.

b. When the heroine fights a man, the fighting is more like sexual foreplay rather than a fierce duel to the death.

c. Women in films are allowed to be violent only within certain parameters largely prescribed by what men are willing to tolerate.

d. The violence in action films starring women is not as messy as in action films starring men; the women rarely mess up their hair or really fight powerful bad guys.

e. Heroines’ motives for fighting are pure and they don’t use unnecessary violence

f. Movies with women who dominate very strong powerful men do not perform well at the box office.

2. (Highlight all that apply) According to Mencimer, the reasons why action films starring women have become popular are:

a. declining popularity of the image of men as hyper-macho “musclemen” with over-tanned, sweaty bodies

b. technology and the sexual revolution have made “musclemen” obsolete

c. the growing popularity of women’s sports and professional women athletes

d. the growing popularity of women’s dialogue in action films

e. more men have become suburban white-collar professionals

3. Name two films that Mencimer discusses in her essay:

a.

b.

PRINT THIS PAGE AFTER YOU HAVE CHOSEN YOUR ANSWERS.

OPEN BOOK:

Which points or ideas in Mencimer’s article do you agree or disagree with?  List THREE:

1.

2.

3.

Write several sentences describing WHY you agree with these points.  Give concrete evidence (you may use your own experience, movies you’ve seen, cultural observations from tv, news, internet, etc.):

