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EWRT 100B-11  9:30-10:20 am M-T-W-Th-F  Location: SEM 5

EWRT 100B-04 11:30 am-12:20 pm M-T-W-Th-F Location: MQ-12PRIVATE 

Instructor: Karen Chow         

Office: F11K

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 12:30-1:30 PM  and by appointment

Phone:  864-5763   Email: chowkaren@fhda.edu

Goals of the course:

1. To learn to read, understand, analyze, and write at the college level.

2. To practice pre-writing techniques in order to generate ideas for essays.

3. To recognize and compose a thesis, or main argument, of an essay.

4. To write unified, focused, and coherent essays based on a thesis.

5. To use specific and concrete details to support the thesis.

6. To logically organize ideas and support and relate them to the thesis.

7. To create interesting and effective introductions, transitions, and conclusions.

8. To edit for errors in syntax, diction, punctuation, and spelling.

9. To use the computer for writing and editing essays.

10. To move from personal writing to academic writing.

Requirements of the course:

· Regular attendance AND active participation in class discussions, activities, and writing. A MAXIMUM of 5 (FIVE) absences and tardies (over 5 minutes late to class) is allowed or you risk being dropped or not passing the course.

· Registration in EWRT 160. 

· Keeping up-to-date on the assignments and readings.

· Five papers.

· Two final examinations: Grammar and Essay. 

· One meeting with the instructor.

· About eleven quizzes and in-class assignments. 

Required Texts and Materials: 

1) Textbook: Seyler, Patterns of Reflection, 5th edition

2) Grammar Handbook: Beason and Lester, A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage
3) Graphic novel: Winick, Pedro and Me

4) TWO (2)-pocket folders for Formal Essay Folder and Course Portfolio (You may use enclosed plastic or paper folders with elastic or button closures but they must have at least two sections or pockets.  Do NOT use three-ring binders).  One folder will be for turning in your formal papers, and one folder will be your course writing portfolio.

5) a college-level dictionary (your choice)

Grading:

This is a Pass/Fail course which means that a grade of A, B, or C will be translated into a Pass on your transcript. To get an A, B, or C (Pass), you should

· Write all five essays and achieve an average of 70% (may be due to rewriting).

· Pass one in-class essay.

· Have a grade of 70% or above on the quizzes and in-class assignments.

· Pass the two final exams.  

Attendance: Attendance every day is required.  If you have to be absent, please call to excuse yourself.  

Honesty:  I expect no copying or cheating whatsoever, at any time, by any student.

Plagiarism results in failing the course. 

Course Portfolio:  I will expect you to keep all of your informal and formal writing assignments together in your course portfolio.  As soon as I return your assignment back with my comments and grade, I expect you to read the comments and then file it into your portfolio.  I will do periodic checks of your portfolio and will ask you to turn in a complete final portfolio at the end of the quarter. 

Formal Essay Folder:  On the day formal and research essays are due, they must be typed and stapled, and they also must be turned in the 2-pocket formal essay folder with all informal writings such as pre-writings, drafts, and notes.  The final essay should be in one side of the folder, and the informal writings should be in the other side.  Any essay turned in more than two days after the due date gets an automatic “zero.”  

Rewrites:  Any essay that earns a grade below passing (0-6) must be revised in order for you to receive a passing grade (7 and higher) for that essay. 

In order for revisions to be accepted: 


1.  You must have made significant revisions between the paper you turned in for peer review day on Thursday and the revised paper you turned in at the next Tuesday class.


2.  You must meet with me individually to discuss specific plans for rewriting.


3.  After we meet, you have one week to submit the rewrite.

4. When you submit your rewrite, include your original paper, your revised paper, your rewrite, your approved proposal, and the gradesheet from the graded paper.  On the rewrite of your paper, highlight ALL your changes.  If the rewrite is not at least 25% different from your revision, it will not be accepted or regraded.

Expected Effort:  The process of interpretation and analysis has multiple steps and I expect you to invest the necessary effort at each step.  They include: 1) reading and re-reading assigned readings outside class; 2) processing what you read though pre-writing 4) actively participating in in-class discussions of significant themes and provocative aspects of the text; 5) formal writing in the form of five essays.   These steps are not difficult to carry out, but they do require time--please allow yourself a minimum of 6 hours per week outside of class to do this kind of homework for EWRT 100B.

Late work and Make-up Policy: You CANNOT make up any lost points for in-class work or quizzes that you missed because you were tardy or absent. If you miss an in-class peer review essay workshop day, you automatically get deducted a point for your final essay grade. The only exceptions to these rules are made for absences and missed deadlines due to personal or immediate family medical emergencies. If you have a legitimate reason to be granted an extension on an assignment deadline, you must let me know as soon as possible.

Disruptive Classroom Behavior:  Any behavior that interferes with individual or group class productivity will not be tolerated.  This may include but is not limited to: private conversations that are unrelated to that day’s readings or topics, sleeping, reading non-class related materials (newspapers, magazines, etc.), not participating in class discussions or other activities, ringing cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices other than those approved by me, loud or attention-distracting eating or drinking, inconsiderate personal hygiene habits.  Continuing such behavior after my discreet requests to stop can result in students being asked to leave and/or being dropped from the course.   We will have a no-ring cell policy:  Unless approved by me, the owner of any cell phone which rings during class more than once will be asked to bring in candy or other edible non-alcoholic, legally allowed goodies for the entire class at the next class meeting. You may not bring to class anything that is not allowed on campus by campus regulations.

	Date
	Homework Due Today!     
	What We Will Be Working  On In Class

	Mon, Jan 5.
	
	Green Sheet, Books, Introductions, Questionnaires, 

Look at Paper #1 Assignment Sheet

	Tues, Jan. 6
	Buy Books!
	Reality TV (with film clips), Icebreaker

Scavenger Hunt. Name Games 

	Wed, Jan. 7
	Read pages 1-15 in Pedro and Me.  Bring Commonsense. 
	Discuss reading, including vocabulary. Look at model letter and answers, emphasizing details and dialogue.

	Thur, Jan. 8
	Read pages 16-30 in Pedro and Me 
MEET IN ATC 102
	Discuss reading.

Brainstorm, freewrite, and cluster/ outline on Paper #1.

	Fri, Jan. 9
	Bring Commonsense
	Grammar work today.  Write part of Paper#1 in class.


	
	WEEK TWO
	

	Mon, Jan. 12
	Finish writing Paper #1. Read pages 31-45 in Pedro and Me.  Bring Commonsense for grammar.

Sign up to meet with me this week.
	Paper #1 is due in class!! 

Discuss Paper #2 (Narration and Description). Vocabulary.  Grammar. In pairs, we will work on quoting, answering questions about Pedro and Me and responding to other people’s remarks.  

	Tues, Jan. 13
	Read pages 46-60 in Pedro and Me. Bring Commonsense.  
	Work on summaries and begin discussing the issues from Pedro and Me.    We will (in groups of 3) summarize issues using posters.  Grammar. Prewriting.  

	Wed, Jan. 14
	Read pages 61-75 Pedro and Me. Also, bring Commonsense. 
	Work on fragments and run-on sentences. Continue discussing issues from Pedro and Me.

	Thurs, Jan. 15
	MEET in ATC 102

Get ready for Reading Quiz on Pedro and Me. Also, bring Commonsense and Class Reader.  
	 QUIZ Pedro and Me.  Work on quoting form and summaries..  Look at sample student essay for Paper #2.  

	Fri, Jan. 16
	Read pages 76-130 of Pedro And Me. Find quotes that you connect to in Pedro and Me..  
	Discuss issues in Pedro and Me. Hear from everyone about a line they connected to in Pedro and Me. Work on quoting, answering questions about Pedro and Me,and responding to other people’s remarks


	
	WEEK THREE
	

	Mon, Jan. 19
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
	No class.

	Tues, Jan. 20
	Finish reading Pedro and Me. Bring Commonsense. 
	Finish hearing from everyone about line they connected to in Pedro and Me.  Contiinue discussing issues in book, answering questions and responding to other people’s remarks.



	Wed, Jan. 21
	Find one article in a newspaper or magazine or on tv news that is related to one of the issues in Pedro and Me.Finish reading Pedro and Me. Bring Commonsense.   
	Discuss connections between Pedro and Me and current news.  Use of dialogue and sensory details.

 

	Thurs, Jan 22
	Bring Pedro and Me  and Commonsense.
	Building exercise. Outline your Paper #2.  



	Fri, Jan. 23
	Bring Pedro and Me and Commonsense. 
	Grammar work on subject-verb agreement. Continue brainstorming Paper #2.


	
	WEEK FOUR
	

	Mon, Jan. 26
	Bring Pedro and Me  and Commonsense.
	Begin writing Paper #2 during class.

	Tues, Jan. 27
	Bring Pedro and Me and Commonsense
	Finish writing Paper #2 during class.

 

	Wed, Jan. 28
	Bring Commonsense, Seyler, and one advertisement from a magazine OR a video clip of an ad from tv.  Read advertisement section plus introductory material in Seyler.
	Go over assignment sheet for Paper #3 and discuss.  Discuss the advertisement section plus introductory material in Seyler

	Thurs, Jan. 29
	Same as Wed. Jan. 28 (yesterday) 
	Analyze the “arguments” made in the advertisements brought by other students. Grammar: Subject-verb agreement (more).

	Fri, Jan. 30
	Same as Thurs, Jan. 28 (yesterday)
	Finish analysis of “arguments” made in ads brought by other students.  Grammar: Subject-verb agreement (more).


	
	WEEK FIVE
	

	Mon, Feb. 2
	Read McGarvey in Seyler, pages 170-178. Bring Commonsense.
	QUIZ!  Discuss McGarvey’s ideas.  Practice indented (“sandwich”) quotes.  Grammar: capitalization.

	Tues, Feb. 3
	Read McGarvey in Seyler, pages 170-178. Bring Commonsense.
	Practice indented (“sandwich”) quotes.  Grammar: capitalization.

	Wed, Feb. 4
	Read Steinem and Mencimer in Seyler, pages 178-192. Be prepared for quiz on reading. Bring Commonsense as well.
	QUIZ! Practice agreeing and disagreeing with points in Steinem and Mencimer. 

	Thurs, Feb. 5
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Practice paraphrasing.  Look at sample essay.

	Fri, Feb. 6
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Look at your best and worst writing from Paper #2.  Grammar: pronoun agreement


	
	WEEK SIX
	

	Mon, Feb. 9
	Read Fields and Barry in Seyler, pages 198-206. Bring Commonsense.
	Play Agree-Disagree game. Practice summarizing the essays and stories we have read..

	Tues, Feb.10
	Paper #3 work
	Work on thesis statements and topic sentences.  Grammar: pronoun agreement

	Wed, Feb.11
	Continue working on Paper #3
	Work on well-developed body paragraphs with sensory details.  

	Thurs, Feb.12
	Bring in 2 copies of draft of Paper #3  
	Peer responses to Paper #3.  Take home “The Shoyu Kid” to read over the weekend.  

	Fri, Feb.13
	Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday Holiday.  
	No class.


	
	WEEK SEVEN
	

	Mon, Feb.16
	George Washington’s Birthday Holiday
	No class.

	Tues, Feb.17
	Finish Paper #3.  Read “The Shoyu Kid.” Bring Seyler and Commonsense to class
	Paper #3 is due!  We will view film clips about Japanese American internment and discuss issues in “The Shoyu Kid.”  Grammar: Avoiding sexism in pronoun use.

	Wed, Feb.18
	Read Liu and Rodriguez in Seyler, pages 412-423, and bring Commonsense. Work on your group presentation.
	QUIZ! Practice summarizing, quoting, and paraphrasing the articles.  Look at Paper #4 assignment sheet.  Grammar: semi-colons.

	Thurs, Feb.19
	Be ready to do or respond to group presentations.
	Group presentations on Liu and Rodriguez.  

	Fri, Feb.20
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Look at Paper #4 assignment sheet. Grammar: semi-colons. Discuss thesis and topic sentences.


	
	WEEK EIGHT
	

	Mon. Feb.23
	Read Wattenberg and Borjas in Seyler, pages 423-235. Bring Commonsense. If you are presenting on Watternberg or Borjas, work on presentation.
	Group presentations on Wattenberg and Borjas. 

	Tues, Feb.24
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Work on introductions and conclusions.  Discuss how to both agree and disagree with an article.    

	Wed, Feb.25
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense. Look at sample paper.  Write a clear thesis, transition phrases.
	In class, write a clear topic sentences and one correct quotation.  Grammar: colons.

	Thurs, Feb.26
	Be ready to write Paper #4 today.  
	Write Paper #4 during class today.

	Fri, Feb.27
	
	Finish writing Paper #4 during class today.


	
	WEEK NINE
	

	Mon, Mar.1
	Read Ivins and Andrews in Seyler, pages 396-403.  Bring Commonsense.
	Get assignment sheet for Paper #5.  

	Tues, Mar.2
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Look at part of Bowling for Columbine.  Connect to readings.

	Wed, Mar. 3
	Read Collier and Cohen in Seyler, pages 403-412. Write a 5-question survey on your Paper #5 topic. Make 28 copies!!
	Grammar: parallelism.  Do your survey in class, then get quotes from students.  

	Thurs, Mar.4
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Outline your Paper #5 today.

	Fri, Mar.5
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Look at more of Bowling for Columbine.  


	
	WEEK TEN
	

	Mon, Mar.8
	Write a draft of your Paper #5.  Bring 2 copies to class.
	Peer responsese to Paper #5

	Tues, Mar.9
	Bring 2 copies of your Paper #5 to finish Peer responses
	Finish Peer responses to Paper #5.  Begin review for Grammar Final

	Wed, Mar.

10
	Finish Paper #5
	Turn in Paper #5.  Grammar Final Review.

	Thurs, Mar.

11
	Study for Grammar Final
	Grammar Final Exam.  

	Fri, Mar. 12
	Bring Seyler and Commonsense.
	Pick up and start to read Short Story Handout.


	
	WEEK ELEVEN
	

	Mon, Mar.

15
	Bring Short Story Handout.
	Discuss stories.  Study for WAT.

	Tues, Mar. 16
	Bring Short stories Handout
	Discuss stories. Study for WAT.

	Wed, Mar. 17
	Bring Short Stories Handout
	Discuss stories.  Study for WAT.

	Thurs, Mar. 18
	Bring Short Stories Handout
	Discuss stories.  Study for WAT.

	Fri, Mar. 19
	WAT Exam
	Good luck on taking your WAT!!!

	
	FINALS WEEK
	

	Mon, Mar. 22
	Relax.
	Class Party!

	Tues, Mar.23
	9:15-11:15 AM
	FINAL EXAM for 9:30 AM M-F class

	Thurs, Mar.25
	11:30AM-1:30 PM
	FINAL EXAM for 11:30 AM M-F class


