EWRT 1A FALL Paper #1: Analysis of Kerry or Bush’s Position On An Issue 

Objective:  You will do two things in this essay:

1. Identify and describe Kerry or Bush’s position on an issue of your choosing, based upon the information you gather from their official campaign websites.

· Describe the issue and why it is important. 

· Describe how the issue is VISUALLY (graphics and pictures and colors, etc.) and TEXTUALLY (words) represented on the campaign website

· Describe what the candidate identifies as the important aspects of this issue

· Describe what the candidate has done and/or intends to do about the issue 

2. Identify and describe whether you are convinced by the candidate’s representation of the issue

· Describe if you agree or disagree with the candidate’s position.

· If you believe that the candidate is misrepresenting the issue in some way, describe why.

· If you believe the way that the candidate is representing the issue, describe why. 

Format:  Four pages, double-spaced, typed on 8.5”x 11” paper, with 1-inch margins around the borders.  Please do NOT insert extra line spaces between paragraphs.  

Your essay should include:

· Introduction/Opener: Try to aim for a “front-door approach” in your essay introduction/opener, as Trimble advises.  Try to “march into your subject with breathtaking assurance, clearly eager to share [your] opinion.” Describe the issue and the candidate’s position and your response to his position as concretely as you can, with plenty of details.

· Middles/Body:

1. Organize middle body paragraphs that focus on one main idea per paragraph.  

2. Signpost: Write topic sentences at the beginning of each paragraph that provide adequate transition from the last paragraph and introduce the subject of the new paragraph (imagine yourself as the reader who needs to be told where you are going next).  Try using transitional expressions on p. 231-232  of The Least You Should Know About English—but also don’t use them mechanically either: don’t use the same transition words over and over and don’t always just stick them onto the beginning of each sentence. Experiment with using them in the middle of your sentence, and try to make sure the sentence is clear to read and understand.

3. Evidence: Include concrete information and examples for your ideas in each paragraph.

· Closer/Conclusion:

Think about trying to end your essay with a punch. You will need to reflect on finding some interesting point about your boundaries to highlight to your reader.

 Here’s Trimble’s 3 imperatives from Chapter 4 on Closers:

1. Focus on your main point.

2. Gratify your reader with at least one last new twist or phrase to make your point memorable—but don’t introduce a completely new, never-before-mentioned boundary issue.

3. End with emotional impact.

