EWRT 1A FALL Paper #3: Analysis With Evidence Support For Your Thesis About an Issue or Problem That Deserves Discussion

NEW!! Due Date for Topic Proposal (1-paragraph description of Topic and Thesis):  

Both classes: Thursday, Oct. 28, by 4:00 PM to my office F11-K (slip under my door if I’m not there).  WRITE YOUR EMAIL & PHONE ON TOP.  This proposal will be worth 5 points of your paper grade.

Due dates for 2 paper copies and disk/attachment file of COMPLETE draft:

M, W class:  Wed, Nov. 3 in class (meet in Computer Lab ATC 103)

T, Th class: Thurs, Nov. 4 in class (meet in our USUAL CLASSROOM) **Note: unfortunately, the computer labs are reserved for other classes this day

**5 Points will be deducted if you do not participate in Peer Editing ON the Due Dates above.

Objective:  

1. Choose an OVRC-researchable issue or problem to discuss (see Suggestions For Topics next pg).  You may go outside the realm of issues/problems raised by the presidential election.  You may also use personal examples to help add support to your points, but do NOT turn this essay into a personal narrative (story).  You will do these 6 things in this essay::

· Write a well-developed introduction that tells the reader about the issue/problem and what aspects of it should be considered significant.  In other words, CONVINCE your reader how/why the issue/problem is important and why it is relevant!  

· Clearly state an INTERESTING thesis: State a position that you feel is valid about the issue, and make sure the position is one that someone can agree or disagree with.  Also, state at least 3 concrete valid reasons (sub-points) for the position in your thesis.  **NOT a thesis:  “I will discuss the merits of recycling.”  This does not state a position, is so vague that it is boring, and already signals that this essay’s points will be “all over the place.” **NOT interesting: why you like/dislike something based only on personal preference that has no relevance or significance to anyone else 

· Use at least 3 different, well-integrated OVRC illustrations (preferably QUOTES) and citations in your paragraphs’ support of your thesis: USE and CITE support evidence from articles about this issue that you researched and read in the OVRC website.  

· NEW!! One of your body paragraphs should explain what has been misrepresented/misunderstood about the issue/problem. Be sure to adequately TRANSITION this paragraph in your essay.

· NEW!!  The other body paragraphs should attempt to PERSUADE the reader of why your position on the issue is valid.  
· Write a thoughtful conclusion (see more next pg.)
Format:  Four pages, double-spaced, typed on 8.5”x 11” paper, with 1-inch margins around the borders.  Please do NOT insert extra line spaces between paragraphs.  

Suggestions For Topics (all have articles on OVRC):

1. Consider an issue raised by the videos/talk we’ve seen in class or extra credit:

a. Religion and Politics; Foreign Policy/Iraq: i.e. Frontline episode on Kerry and Bush’s pasts, or Dr. Al-Qazzaz’s talk

b. News Media: i.e. “Outfoxed” on how Fox News Network is not “fair and balanced” in its news reporting

2.   Media representations and/or common constructions about cultural phenomenon, youths, pregnancy

3. Sex education/Teen pregnancy/Abortion rights

4. Professional sports 

5. U.S. Immigration

6. Censorship/Civil Liberties/Political Participation

7. Medical Marijuana

8. Environmental issues

9. Youth violence

10. Gun control

11. ?????  (minimum 3 related articles on OVRC)

Your essay should include:

· Introduction/Opener: Try to aim for a “front-door approach” in your essay introduction/opener, as Trimble advises.  Try to “march into your subject with breathtaking assurance, clearly eager to share [your] opinion.” Describe the issue and the candidate’s position and your response to his position as concretely as you can, with plenty of details.

· Middles/Body:

1. Organize middle body paragraphs that focus on one main idea per paragraph.  

2. Signpost: Write topic sentences at the beginning of each paragraph that provide adequate transition from the last paragraph and introduce the subject of the new paragraph (imagine yourself as the reader who needs to be told where you are going next).  Try using transitional expressions on p. 231-232  of The Least You Should Know About English—but also don’t use them mechanically either: don’t use the same transition words over and over and don’t always just stick them onto the beginning of each sentence. Experiment with using them in the middle of your sentence, and try to make sure the sentence is clear to read and understand.

3. Evidence: Include concrete information and examples for your ideas in each paragraph.

· Closer/Conclusion:

Think about trying to end your essay with a punch. You will need to reflect on finding some interesting points to highlight to your reader.

1. Focus on your main point.

2. Gratify your reader with at least one last new twist or phrase or interesting question(s) to make your point memorable—but don’t introduce a completely new, never-before-mentioned aspect of your issue.

3. End with emotional impact.

