EWRT 1A FALL Paper #1: Analysis of a narrative in a photograph 

Objective:  You will do two things in this essay:

Come up with a thesis, that is, a position you take about the significance/meaning of what the photograph is narrating.  Make sure the position is one that someone could disagree with, and try to have specific elements to the position that will set up your body paragraphs’ main points.  

In your introduction:

· Begin with an opening ( I suggest1-2 sentences) that sparks the reader’s interest about your photo.

· Describe the photo and what is significant about the narration and context that you see in it.

· Identify at least three significant visual key elements (such as focal point, figure-ground contrast, grouping, color, continuation, closure) in the photo and why they are significant.  

· State your thesis—what’s the position you’re taking about the significance/meaning of what this photo is narrating?

In your body paragraphs:

· Focus on developing a sub-thesis of the thesis you introduced in your introduction.

· Refer to specific elements in the photo and/or provide context or narrative detail to give more evidence to your sub-thesis

· Explain how this evidence relates back to or supports your overall thesis 

In your conclusion:

· Discuss the overall significance of your photo

Format:  Four pages, double-spaced, typed on 8.5”x 11” paper, with 1-inch margins around the borders.  Please do NOT insert extra line spaces between paragraphs.  

More tips:

· Introduction/Opener: Try to aim for a “front-door approach” in your essay introduction/opener.  Try to “march into your subject with breathtaking assurance, clearly eager to share [your] opinion.” 

· Middles/Body:

1. Organize middle body paragraphs that focus on one main idea per paragraph.  

2. Signpost: Write topic sentences at the beginning of each paragraph that provide adequate transition from the last paragraph and introduce the subject of the new paragraph (imagine yourself as the reader who needs to be told where you are going next).  Try using transitional expressions on p. 98  of the Scribner book—but also don’t use them mechanically either: don’t use the same transition words over and over and don’t always just stick them onto the beginning of each sentence. Experiment with using them in the middle of your sentence, and try to make sure the sentence is clear to read and understand.

3. Evidence: Include concrete information and examples for your ideas in each paragraph.

· Closer/Conclusion:

Think about trying to end your essay with a punch. You will need to reflect on finding some interesting point about your boundaries to highlight to your reader.  End with emotional impact.

