EWRT 1A Summer 09 Essay #1: Literary Analysis With Quote Evidence Support For Your Thesis About The Woman Warrior
Due date for COMPLETE draft which you will revise in class and submit FINAL version on the same day:
Wednesday class:  July 8 in class (meet in Computer Lab ATC 103)

Please EMAIL YOUR ESSAY TO YOURSELF SO YOU CAN OPEN IT ON THE COMPUTER in the computer lab!!!

**3 Points will be deducted if you do not participate in Peer Editing ON the Due Dates above.

Objective:  

1. Choose a Topic Question from the list to answer. You will do these 5 things in this essay::

· Write a well-developed introduction that tells the reader about the topic and what aspects of it should be considered significant from The Woman Warrior.  In other words, CONVINCE your reader how/why the topic is important in this novel!  

· Clearly state an INTERESTING thesis: State a position that you feel is valid as an answer to the Topic Question, and make sure the position is one that someone can agree or disagree with.  Also, state at least 3 concrete valid reasons (sub-points) for the position in your thesis.  **NOT a thesis:  “I will discuss why Lauren is a good leader of Earthseed.”  This does not state a position, is so vague that it is boring, and already signals that this essay’s points will be “all over the place.” 

· Use at least 4 different, well-integrated QUOTES with citations AND explanation in your paragraphs’ support of your thesis: USE and CITE support evidence from quotes from the novel.  

· Each of the body paragraphs should attempt to use logos and pathos to PERSUADE the reader of why your thesis is valid.  
· Write a thoughtful conclusion (see more next pg.)
Format:  Four pages, double-spaced, typed on 8.5”x 11” paper, with 1-inch margins around the borders.  Please do NOT insert extra line spaces between paragraphs.  

Topic Questions:

1.  Why is “talk story” important to the narrator and what does she learn from “talk story”?  

2.  What kinds of messages does the narrator receive about behavioral expectations of girls/women?  Where do these messages come from?  Which messages does she accept, and which does she reject?

3. How are the narrator and/or the narrator’s female relatives (her mother Brave Orchid and others) “woman warriors” in their own lives?

4. What does it mean to be Chinese American, according to this narrator?

5. When she is an adult, what does the narrator finally understand/appreciate about her mother’s life and how she raised her?

Your essay should include:

· Introduction/Opener: Try to aim for a “front-door approach” in your essay introduction/opener, as Trimble advises.  Try to “march into your subject with breathtaking assurance, clearly eager to share [your] opinion.” Describe the issue and the candidate’s position and your response to his position as concretely as you can, with plenty of details.

· Middles/Body:

1. Organize middle body paragraphs that focus on one main idea per paragraph.  

2. Signpost: Write topic sentences at the beginning of each paragraph that provide adequate transition from the last paragraph and introduce the subject of the new paragraph (imagine yourself as the reader who needs to be told where you are going next).  Try using transitional expressions on p. 231-232  of The Least You Should Know About English—but also don’t use them mechanically either: don’t use the same transition words over and over and don’t always just stick them onto the beginning of each sentence. Experiment with using them in the middle of your sentence, and try to make sure the sentence is clear to read and understand.

3. Evidence: Include concrete quotes and descriptions for your ideas in each paragraph.

· Closer/Conclusion:

Think about trying to end your essay with a punch. You will need to reflect on finding some interesting points to highlight to your reader.

1. Focus on your main point.

2. Gratify your reader with at least one last new twist or phrase or interesting question(s) to make your point memorable—but don’t introduce a completely new, never-before-mentioned aspect of your issue.

3. End with emotional impact.

