EWRT 1B Essay #2 Guidelines for Analytical Essay


Instructor: Karen Chow, M.A., Ph.D.





Assignment:  You will write a comparison and/or contrast essay, which analyzes two of the following short stories or poems:





“Ripe Figs” by Kate Chopin


“The Story of An Hour” by Kate Chopin


“The Storm” by Kate Chopin


“Desiree’s Baby” by Kate Chopin


“Courting A Monk” by Katherine Min


“The Two” by Gloria Naylor


“The Lesson” by Toni Cade Bambara


“Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison


“To Live In The Borderlands Means You” by Gloria Anzaldua


“To The Lady” by Mitsuye Yamada


“So Mexicans Are Taking Jobs From Americans” by Jimmy Santiago Baca


“Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes


“Immigrants” by Pat Mora


“Indian Boarding School: The Runaways” by Louise Erdrich


“Facing It” by Yusef Komunyakaa


“To His Coy Mistress” by Andrew Marvell


“My Last Duchess” by Robert Browning


“Sailing To Byzantium” by William Butler Yeats


“A Work of Artifice” by Marge Piercy


“I’m Nobody…” Emily Dickinson


“The Telephone” by Robert Frost


“The Sick Rose” by William Blake


“Love Is Not All: It is Not Meat nor Drink” by Edna St. Vincent Millay


“In An Artist’s Studio” by Christina Rosetti








Some suggested topics (you don’t have to choose one of these, but I would encourage you to come to see me to discuss a topic not found below):





Similarities/differences between two characters or two speakers in two different stories or poems


Tone/mood of two works (either poem or short story)


Representations of America and/or immigrants


Representations of women’s desires and needs


Representations of love or other emotion


How two works challenge or confirm assumptions or stereotypes


Similar or contrasting use of symbols


Similar or contrasting “Element of Poetry” between two poems (e.g. persona of speaker, tone, theme, diction, use of personification, etc.)








Objective:  To have a thesis which clearly asserts at least three points of comparisons (similarities) or contrasts (differences) between two of the above works.  The essay on the whole should make a coherent argument of your thesis with well-developed ideas that transition smoothly to each other.  Also, you should use many QUOTES and other supporting details from the story to prove your thesis.  Don’t forget to cite page #’s for quotes.





Format:  Three and a half to four (3 ½ to 4) 8” x 11.5” pages, typed in 12 pt. Font (about the size font used on this sheet) and double-spaced with 1” margins around the edges.  Please title your essay, number your pages, and staple the pages together.





	Please note:  My pet peeve is extra line spaces inserted between paragraphs, and also, not indenting your paragraphs. So please do NOT do this!!


