EWRT 1B-07:  NY-CA Narratives: Reading, Writing, and Research


Summer 2005 Quarter

Class meets: M,T, W, Th 12:30-2:40 PM   
Location: Room SEM 1A

Instructor: Karen Chow, Ph.D.

Office: F11k 









Phone: 864-5763; Email: chowkaren@fhda.edu

Office Hours: M-Th 11:30-12:20; and by appointment

Prerequisite: Passing Grade in EWRT 1A or equivalent

Required Texts and Materials:

1) Ballenger, Bruce.  The Curious Researcher: A Guide to Writing Research Papers, 4th Edition.  
2) Valdez, Luis.  Zoot Suit

3) Chu, Louis.  Eat A Bowl of Tea

4) X, Malcolm with Haley, Alex.  Autobiography of Malcolm X

5) Yamamoto, Hisaye. Seventeen Syllables

6) Kushner, Tony. Angels In America
Course Objectives:

In EWRT 1B, you will continue to develop analytical and comparative skills in reading and writing literary texts.  Specifically, through the first half of the quarter, we will read and interpret narrative works about individuals and their communities in California and New York. 

Course Requirements:
Participation and Attendance (460 pts total):  

Attendance:

Regular class attendance AND participation is mandatory.  You will earn 10 points for every class day you are present on time (no more than 5 minutes late) and stay the entire period.  Since we have 23 class days, that is 230 points total.  If you arrive more than 10 minutes late, you can earn 5 out of the 10 points for attendance that day.

Participation:

There will be some kind of writing that you will have to do and bring to class with you and/or do in-class every day.  At the end of each class, I will come around and look at your homework and give you 10 points for completion of all work for that day; 5 points for partial (at least 50%) completion. 

Weekly 2-page Essay (4 total, 25 pts. each, 100 pts. total):

In Weeks 2-5, you will write a minimum 2-page essay on that week’s reading.  In Weeks 2 and 4, those essays will be written during the final hour of Thursday’s class, based on a 1-page paper outline that you will come up with and bring with you to class.  In Weeks 3 and 5, you will write them outside of class and turn them in on Thursday.  

Final 8-page Research paper (100 pts.):  One of the main objectives of EWRT 1B is to prepare you to write college-level documented research papers.  To help you hone those skills, we will approach learning and doing this with specific tasks each week, according to the 5-week plan in The Curious Researcher.  We will have a library research orientation on Monday, July 11, but you will already be doing some internet research before that. 

Participation in Group Presentation on a Chapter of The Curious Researcher
(10 pts.):

Active participation in weekly Group Presentation highlighting points from that week’s chapter of The Curious Researcher.

Annotated Bibliography for Research Paper (10 pts.):

A Bibliography of a minimum of 5 researched full-text (from an online database) articles or books for your Research Paper.  Each article or book listed will be annotated with a short paragraph summary of the useful information from it.

Presentation About Final Research Paper (20 pts.):

On either Wednesday and Thursday of Week 6 (last 2 days of class), you will do a 5 minute presentation about your research paper and what you learned through researching and writing it.

Total points you can earn: 700 pts.

Grade scale: 

651-700 = A

630-650 = A-

Rewrites:  You have the opportunity to rewrite the weekly 2-page paper if you score below 15/25 points.

When you submit your rewrite, include your original paper, your revised paper, your rewrite, and the gradesheet from the graded paper.  On the rewrite of your paper, highlight ALL your changes.  If the rewrite is not at lesat 25% different from your revision, it will not be accepted or regraded.  The final grade for the paper will be the average of your rewrite grade and the original grade.  

Expected Effort:  The process of interpretation and analysis has multiple steps and I expect you to invest the necessary effort at each step.  They include: 1) reading and re-reading assigned readings outside class to generate ideas for discussion and your essays; 2) reflecting on how the text intellectually and personally stimulates you; 3) informal writing about your reflections in the form of journal entries, reading responses, and writing exercises; 4) actively participating in in-class discussions of significant themes and provocative aspects of the text; 5) formal writing in the form of weekly short essays and one final research paper.   These steps are not difficult to carry out, but they do require time--please allow yourself a minimum of 10 hours per week outside of class to do this kind of homework for EWRT 1B.

Late work and Make-up Policy: Except for cases of emergency or approval by me, you CANNOT make up any lost points for in-class work or quizzes that you missed because you were tardy or absent.  Essay grades are reduced 5 points for every day they are late past the due date.  The only exceptions to these rules are made for absences and missed deadlines due to personal or immediate family medical emergencies. If you have a legitimate reason to be granted an extension on an assignment deadline, you must let me know as soon as possible, and I will request you to bring in a doctor’s note or excuse. 

Disruptive Classroom Behavior:  Any behavior that interferes with individual or group class productivity will not be tolerated.  This may include but is not limited to: private conversations that are unrelated to that day’s readings or topics, sleeping, reading non-class related materials (newspapers, magazines, etc.), not participating in class discussions or other activities, ringing cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices other than those approved by me, loud or attention-distracting eating or drinking, inconsiderate personal hygiene habits.  Continuing such behavior after my discreet requests to stop can result in students being asked to leave and/or being dropped from the course.   We will have a no-ring cell policy:  Unless approved by me, the owner of any cell phone which rings during class more than once will be asked to bring in candy or other edible non-alcoholic, legally allowed goodies for the entire class at the next class meeting. You may not bring to class anything that is not allowed on campus by campus regulations.

Cheating and Plagiarism:  Plagiarism constitutes taken someone else’s ideas and/or words and using them as your own, whether intentionally or unintentionally.  Anytime you use someone else’s words or ideas in your own writing, you need to properly cite and acknowledge the reference.  Please reference your writing handbook for proper citation format in MLA (Modern Language Association) style--this is the style I will be requiring for your research papers.  Turning in work that was not done by you and claiming it as your own constitutes cheating as well as plagiarism--this includes non-published work as well as papers taken from internet sources, newspapers, magazines, books, and any printed material.  

First time penalty for plagiarism: “F” for the assignment

2nd time penalty for plagiarism: “F” for the course

EWRT 1B-07 Week One Schedule: Preview Week

Mon, 6/27: Introduction to the Course; Viewing of “My America”; In-class writing assignment

Homework for Tues: 1) READ: Zoot Suit, p   2) READ “The Legend of Miss Sasagawara” in Seventeen Syllables. 3) READING JOURNAL: Do reading journal (To be explained in class on Monday) for all readings.

Tue, 6/28:  Review what to pay attention to in written and film narratives.  View film clips of Zoot Suit and Farewell To Manzanar. In-class group-work and discussion on these works. Individual student meetings with Karen.

Homework for Wed: 1) READ Malcolm X Foreword, Introduction, and Chapter 1 “Nightmare.”; 2)  READ Eat A Bowl of Tea, p. 3) READING JOURNAL: Do reading journal for all readings.

Wed, 6/29: View film clips of Malcolm X and Eat A Bowl of Tea.  In-class grouo-work and discussion on these works.  Go to Computer Lab, ATC 102 for second hour.  Draw names to research topics for each book we’re reading/writing about in this class 

Homeowrk for Thurs:  Do internet research on the Virtual Library (see The Curious Researcher, p. 46) and the De Anza Library internet databases to come up with sub-topics related to the following topics about your assigned book: 1) Setting (time, place, and ethnic/cultural communities); 2) historical event(s); 3) literary criticism (from Literature Resource Center database).  You must come up with MINIMUM 5 sub-topics for each topic and bring them with you to class on Thurs.

Thurs, 6/30: In-class Group work to generate topics, sub-topics, and research questions about each text.  Review Individual student meetings with Karen.  

Homework for Tue (no class on July 4—Happy Independence Day):  1) READ Zoot Suit (ENTIRE play) and READING JOURNAL for this reading 2) REVIEW all the books on your own and make a commitment to focusing on one of them for your Research Paper; 3) READ The Curious Researcher Chapter 2; 4) DO IN WRITING Exercise 2.3 in The Curious Researcher.  Write up a Working Bibliography of at least 4 web sources about the sub topics.  

EWRT 1B-07 Week Two Schedule: Zoot Suit

Mon, 4/4: Independence Day Holiday—Happy 4th of July!

Tue, 4/5:  View “Zoot Suit Riots” video—take notes on film and discuss in class.  View part of Zoot Suit movie—take notes and discuss in class.  Begin brainstorming topic questions for in-class essay on Thursday.

Homework for Wed: 1) For Zoot Suit, generate a list of at least 3 essay questions and at least 2 thesis statements per question. 2) Read Chapter 2 of The Curious Researcher  and do a Reading Journal for this reading.  Reading Journal: 5 quotes (w/ page number references) with your responses/questions, and generate 2 questions (NOT yes/no) about the reading

Wed, 4/6: *Last day to drop with no “W” or record of grade.  View Zoot Suit.  In-class group-work on thesis statements and topic sentences for thesis statements.  Go to Computer Lab, ATC 102 for second hour.  Work on writing up outline for in-class essay.

Homework for Thurs: 1) Finish writing up outline and make a list of quotes you will use to support your thesis.  For in-class essay, your outline should ONLY have: thesis statement; topic sentences, and quotes with page number references on it.  2) The Curious Researcher Chapter 2 Group Presenters—prepare to present highlights of Chapter 2 to class. 3) Everyone: DO in writing:  Exercise 2.1 p. 78-85 and prepare to discuss this in class

Thurs, 4/7: 12:30-1:20: Group Presentation on Chapter 2.  1:30-2:40: Write Essay #2 on Zoot Suit in ATC 102.  

Homework for Monday:  1) Complete Peer Editing Worksheet for a classmate’s essay and prepare to give this to her/him on Monday 2) READ from Seventeen Syllables: “Epithalamium,” “Florentine Gardens,” and “Wilshire Bus” 3) Do a Reading Journal for each story.  If you want to get a little ahead: 4) Read The Curious Researcher Chapter 3 and do Reading Journal for this chapter (I will ask to see this on Wednesday). 5) The other Seventeen Syllables stories you are responsible for reading and doing Reading Journals for next week will be:  “Seventeen Syllables,” “Yoneko’s Earthquake,” “The Brown House,” “Morning Rain,” “Las Vegas Charley,” “Death Rides the Rails to Poston,” “A Fire in Fontana,” “A Day in Little Tokyo”

EWRT 1B-07 Week Three Schedule: Seventeen Syllables

Mon, 4/11:  Meet in Library for Library Orientation.  Discuss “Epithalamium,” “Florentine Gardens,” and “Wilshire Bus.”  

Homework for Tue: 1) Do Reading Journals for “Seventeen Syllables,” “Yoneko’s Earthquake,” and “The Brown House”  2) Read p. 130-143 in The Curious Resesearcher 3) DO IN WRITING: Exercise 3.3 on p. 140 of The Curious Researcher

Tue, 4/12:  View “Farewell To Manzanar” video—take notes on film and discuss in class.  Discuss “Seventeen Syllables,” “Yoneko’s Earthquake,” and “The Brown House”.  Begin brainstorming topic questions and thesis for essay due on Thursday.

Homework for Wed: 1) Do Reading Journals for “Morning Rain,” “Las Vegas Charley,” “Death Rides the Rails to Poston,” and “A Fire in Fontana”  2) Read p.  p. 135-140 and 147-160 of The Curious Researcher .  Choose one of the Notetaking Techniques (Double-Entry Journal, Research Log, or Narrative Notetaking) from this section. DO IN WRITING: one of the Notetaking Techniques on one of your researched articles for your research paper.  3) Finish Reading Journal for Chapter 3 of The Curious Researcher

Wed, 4/13: *Last day to drop with no “W” or record of grade.  Brainstorm and discuss possible thesis statements and sub-thesis points in class. Go to Computer Lab, ATC 102 for second hour.  Work on writing up outline for essay due on Thursday

Homework for Thurs: 1) Write 2-page essay about 2 short stories in Seventeen Syllables.  2) The Curious Researcher Chapter 3 Group Presenters—prepare to present highlights of Chapter 3 to class. 3) Everyone: DO in writing:  Choose the two other Notetaking Techniques (other than the one you did for Wednesday’s homework) and do them on 2 of your articles for your research paper.  4) Bring hard copies of THREE of your articles for your research paper to class to work with them tomorrow

Thurs, 4/14:  Bring in TWO COPIES of Seventeen Syllables essay .  Group Presentation on Chapter 3.  Discuss plagiarism, quoting, and use of research notes (Citation Exercise will be given in class) for Research paper. 

Homework for Monday:  1) READ Eat A Bowl of Tea p. 1-146 (End of Chapter 34, XXXIV) 2) DO IN WRITING: Reading Journal with 10 quotes for this reading 3) Read The Curious Researcher Chapter 4 and do Reading Journal for this chapter (I will ask to see this on Wednesday). 4) DO Exercise 4.2 (p. 184) IN WRITING 5) Complete IN WRITING Peer Editing Worksheet for a classmate’s paper and prepare to return to them
EWRT 1B-07 Week Four Schedule: Eat A Bowl of Tea
Mon, 7/18:  Submit Research Paper Proposal and bring in 2 copies of your Seventeen Syllables paper.  Do Peer Editing worksheet for another student’s paper in class. Discuss Eat A Bowl of Tea.  Watch “Eat A Bowl of Tea” video and take notes.  
Homework for Tue: 1) Look over Peer Editing worksheets and incorporate any editing changes into your draft.  Proofread for grammar and spelling. Bring in final edited version with the Peer Editing worksheet attached to tomorrow’s class, where it will be collected.  2) Read Eat A Bowl of Tea, p. 147-199 (End of Chapter XLI) and do Reading Journal

Tue, 7/19:  Turn in final draft of Seventeen Syllables paper today. Discuss Eat A Bowl of Tea.  Watch “Eat A Bowl of Tea” video and take notes.  Begin brainstorming thesis topics for this paper.
Homework for Wed: 1) Read Eat A Bowl of Tea, p. 200-end and do Reading Journal.  2) Brainstorm some thesis questions and statements for Eat A Bowl of Tea paper. 3) Begin working on Exercise 4.3 in The Curious Researcher (you will work with this on Thursday)

Wed, 7/20: Discuss possible thesis statements and sub-thesis points in class. Go to Computer Lab, ATC 102 for second hour.  Work on writing up outline for essay you will write on Thursday
Homework for Thurs: 1) Finish Exercise 4.3 in The Curious Researcher (you will work with this on Thursday) 2) Write up your Eat A Bowl of Tea Paper Outline  3) Review your research sources and make sure you have the minimum number of sources needed for Research Paper (see guidelines for Letter Proposal for Research Paper).  If you don’t, 

Thurs, 7/21:   Presentation on highlights of Chapter 4 of The Curious Researcher. Write Eat A Bowl of Tea essay in class.

Homework for Monday:  1) READ Malcolm X, Chapters 1-9 (end of “Caught”) and do Reading Journal 2) Read The Curious Researcher Chapter 5 and do Reading Journal for this chapter (I will ask to see this on Wednesday). 3) Brainstorm some questions (review Survey suggestions in Chapter 2 of The Curious Researcher) for your Class Survey about your research topics—you will ask classmates to complete the survey in class on Wednesday.  You will also BEGIN WRITING A DRAFT OF YOUR PAPER NEXT WEEK.

EWRT 1B-07 Week Five Schedule: Malcolm X
Mon, 7/25:  Discuss Malcolm X.  Watch “Malcolm X” film and take notes.  Review the three different leads you wrote for Exercise 4.2 (The Curious Researcher).  Discuss what makes a strong vs. weak opening (p. 199).  Review Class Survey Questions.  5 PTS EXTRA CREDIT:  Go check out APALI Creative Arts session in MCC 15 after we finish our class and write up ½ page response to the question: What did you learn/observe about Asian American Creative Arts that you were not aware of before?
Homework for Tue: 1) If you are a planner (planner/leaper: see p. 207 of The Curious Researcher), bring in a min. 1 page outline (this can change later) and 2 written pages of the body of your research paper.  If you are a leaper, please bring in at least 3 written pages of the body of your research paper.  Incorporate BLENDING your sources and making effective use of quotes (Review p. 212-215 of The Curious Researcher).   2) Read Malcolm X, p. 215-270 ( “Minister Malcolm X” Chapter to end of “Black Muslims” chapter), and p.430-466 (of the “Epilogue” chapter) and do Reading Journal.  3) Bring your current Lead/Opening paragraph of the Research Paper with you to class tomorrow. 4) Finish Reading Journal for Chapter 5, The Curious Researcher

Tue, 7/26:  Discuss Malcolm X.  Watch “Malcolm X” film and generate questions about the book and the film.  In-class exercise with matching leads to paragraphs.  
Homework for Wed: 1) Generate topic questions and thesis statement answers to the questions for Malcolm X essay. 2) Make 19 copies of your Survey Questions (you can size them to fit 2-3 sets of survey questions onto one side of an 8.5” x 11” paper). 3) Write

Wed, 7/27: Discuss possible thesis statements and sub-thesis points in class. Distribute survey questions to class members. Go to MCC 15 for second hour.  
Homework for Thurs: 1) Write Malcolm X essay and turn in typed final version tomorrow in class. 

Thurs, 7/28:   Submit Paper #4 on Malcolm X.  Finish completing students’ survey questions.   Presentation on highlights of Chapter 5 of The Curious Researcher. 
Homework for Monday:  1) Finish writing draft of Research Paper over the weekend. 2) Read The Curious Researcher Chapter 5 and do Reading Journal for this chapter (I will ask to see this on Wednesday). 3) Do Exercise 5.1 (p. 223-225) in writing.  You will do Exercise 5.3 as homework due on Tuesday, if you want to get ahead.
