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Instructor: Karen Chow, PhD


Phone: 408-864-5763  Email:  chowkaren@fhda.edu

Office: F11K  Office Hours: Monday-Wednesday 4:30-5:30 PM., and by appointment

EWRT 2 – Critical Reading, Writing and Thinking

Racial Identity/Racial Complexity

MW (Sec. 10) 1:30-3:40, Room E25

T, TH (Sec. 13) 1:30-3:40, Room L32 

This course is being taught in conjunction with Dr. Marc Coronado’s EWRT 2 classes this quarter.  Occasionally Marc will teach my classes and I will teach hers; the classes will also meet together and attend events together.  Marc can be reached by email at coronadomarc@fhda.edu or by phone at 408-864-8409.  Please be aware that her course outline, due dates, and assignments may vary somewhat from those of my course.  If you have questions about expectations, it’s always best to ask.

Required Course Materials:

 Available at the De Anza College Bookstore  

1) The Curious Researcher: A Guide to Writing Research Papers, Bruce Ballenger

2) A Course Reader is also required and available at the De Anza Printing Center—CASH only, $22.50 

Recommended Course Materials

A good pocket dictionary (like Webster’s Pocket Dictionary which sells for $1.99)

A spiral notebook to take notes, do freewriting, planning, etc.

Course Description

EWRT 2 is designed to help you develop critical thinking skills and apply them to reading and writing.  Outside research, beyond the materials covered in class is required to successfully complete this class. Strengthening your critical thinking skills by fully participating in this class will improve your ability to do well in all your other college classes. 

The course this quarter will focus on the critical issues surrounding questions of race, interracial relationships, and multiracial identity.  We’ll look at what has or has not changed in our feelings about and reactions to crossing the color line since 1967, the year in which the last prohibitions against interracial marriage were overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court.  We’ll also consider issues of white privilege, transracial adoption, racial passing, intra and inter-racial conflict as they relate to these questions today.

Throughout the course, you will work to develop your own critical voice, perform research to bring your voice into conversation with other writers and thinkers, and reflect on the process of writing. 

Goals
You should walk away from this class being able to: 

1. Distinguish between direct perception and inference, between surface, “literal” reading and interpretation

2. Recognize the interdependence of thinking and language

3. Analyze relationships, organize information and apply concepts

4. Apply the principles of argumentation

5. Discover connections, patterns and analogies that cut across conventional classification schemes and intellectual domains

6. Recognize, compare, and evaluate alternative points of view, values, and meanings, including those of outside sources (from research)

7. Write logically and self-reflectively

8. Practice writing as a complex, cyclical process of discovery, planning, drafting and revising

9. Integrate multiple sources and point of view in a documented, analytical research paper

Requirements

To achieve these goals you will be expected to:

1. Complete the following written assignments, and revise as needed:

A. A short research essay and presentation of material on an assigned topic.  This may be done in conjunction with one other student.  (1-2 pages essay, 5 minute presentation)

B. A proposal in the form of a letter that addresses the topic you wish to use for your extended research project  (2-3 pages)

C. An annotated bibliography  (3-4 pages) 

D. A citation exercise (2-3 pages)

E. A final research paper using 5-7 outside sources  (10-12 pages)  

2. Fully participate in class activities.  This includes writing paragraphs, outlines and in-class freewriting, reading and discussing a number of essays and short articles, responding to classmates work in peer-review sessions, participating fully in class discussions, individual and group presentations, working in the computer lab and attending a library orientation.

3.  Participate in a group presentation of material from The Curious Researcher

Attendance and Class Participation

Attendance is mandatory.   If you are absent more than twice, (in other words 3 times) you will have missed too much material and discussion, and you will be dropped.  Frequent lateness is also detrimental, and I will count excessive tardiness (more than 15 minutes)  as an absence.  Each of you has the opportunity in a class this small to participate freely and often.  To be successful in EWRT 2, you need to be an active participant.  Your mere physical presence is not enough; so you need to be involved in class discussions, small group discussions, and peer review of one another's writing.

Assignments and Student Responsibilities

You are responsible for all readings and assignments listed on the syllabus, and you must come to class having read and thought about the material ahead of time.  Please be ready to talk about it.  You’re also responsible for any material missed due to absence from class.  Since much of this class will be structured as a workshop, we often will be drawing on material discussed previously as well as issues addressed in the assigned reading material.

*****You must bring the assigned reading to every class meeting.  If you come to class unprepared you may be asked to leave, and this will count as an absence.*****

Essay Format

All take-home work must be typed, 12pt., double-spaced, on one side of the paper.  

Late Papers

One of the goals of this particular class is to get you to move past procrastination and to begin plan ahead.  Therefore, you are responsible for handing in all assignments on time.  Essays should be handed in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. 

Because of the nature of the work we will be doing in this class, I will not accept for a grade any work handed late.  

In other words, although you must turn in all assigned work to pass this class, and you may have very valid reasons for not being able to turn it in on time – an automobile accident, an unforeseeable illness, the dog ate your computer, etc. – all late work, for any reason will receive a zero.  During this particular class there will be no wiggle room, and no begging, no doctor’s notes, no tears, no round trip tickets to Hawai’i will change this policy.  

Individual and group presentations may not be made up.  If you miss a date for an oral or group presentation, you will receive a zero for this portion of the course work.

I encourage you to discuss your projects with me before they are due.  The results of this discussion will be more productive for you than those of a conference after the paper has been graded.  If you know you have to be absent on the date an assignment is due, you may arrange to hand it in early.

Failure to turn in ALL assigned work will result in failure in the course.
Plagiarism

In college courses, you will be continually engaged with other people’s ideas.  You will read them in texts, hear them in lecture, discuss them in class, and incorporate them into your own writing.  As a result, it is very important to give credit where credit is due. Plagiarism is defined as using other’s ideas and words without clearly acknowledging the source of that information and it is a serious academic violation.  To avoid plagiarizing, you must give credit whenever you:

*  use another person’s ideas, opinion, or theory

*  use any facts, statistics, graphs, or drawings -- any pieces of information -- that are not common knowledge

*  use quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words

*  paraphrase another person’s spoken or written words

There is no need to plagiarize.   In this class, we’ll work on ways to help you recognize it and avoid it.  The penalty for plagiarism in this class is a grade of “no pass” for the course and your case will be sent to the Student Conduct Committee for consideration of further penalties.  
Grades

Your success in this course will be based on a combination of things including:

Assignment





Due Date
Maximum Points

Active class participation



Ongoing

10

Project proposal in the form of a letter

May 15/16

10

Group presentation 




Various dates

10

Short research essay and presentation 

Various dates

10

Annotated Bibliography



May 24/25

20

Citation Exercise




June 12/13

10

Final Research Project



June 28

30



You’ll be accumulating points throughout the quarter and should have a good idea of where you are at all times.  If you have questions, please feel free to ask me and I’ll try to give you useful feedback.  Remember, you must complete all of the assignments in order to pass this course.

Extra credit opportunities will be offered throughout the quarter.  Extra credit points will be added to your final grade. You may earn up to 10 extra credit points.

Final Grade Scale  
A+110-100
A  99-94
A-  93-90




B+ 89-88
B  87-84
B-  83-80




C+ 79-78
C  77-74




D   73-65
F  64-0 

Course Calendar (May be subject to change, so don’t miss class!)

Week One

Mon, Apr 10/
Introduction to class, topic and classmates 

Tue, Apr. 11
(Family tree exercise)

Wed, Apr 12/
Film and discussion --  Race: The Power of an Illusion 
Th, Apr. 13
Discuss handout “Being Between”



Discuss short research paper expectations, dates and choose topics

IMPORTANT: Buy your book and your reader!

Week Two

Mon, Apr 17/Tue Apr. 18


Discuss articles from reader (Read/Bring Critical Question BEFORE   class): 

“Race to Our Credit” Tim Wise, “Rethinking Superiority” Tim Wise, excerpt from White Like Me Tim Wise, “Understanding Privilege” Peggy McIntosh







Wed, Apr 19/Th. Apr. 20


1) Discuss articles from reader (Read/Bring Critical Question BEFORE class):



“What is Critical Race Theory?”

“College:  Beginning to Recognize Racial Complexities” from How did you get to be Mexican? By Kevin Johnson

2) Short research presentations, including:  

New Mestiza Consciousness (Gloria Anzaldua)

Cesar Chavez



3) Discuss how to do the group presentation and choose groups

Week Three


Mon, Apr 24/Tu Apr. 25


See film – “Crash”

(M, W class: We will meet in Conference room B of the Hinson Campus Center)

Wed, Apr 26/Th. Apr. 27


(M, W class: we will be joined by Marc Coronado’s class today)


Discuss film and article from the reader:  “Developing a Kin-Aesthetic” by Wei Ming Dariotis

Short research presentations, including:

Week Four

Mon, May 1/Tu May 2


Discuss articles from the reader:  “The Crime of Being Married,” “Loving v. Virginia at Thirty,” “Loving Et Ux. V. Virginia,” “Korematsu v. U.S.” 

Wed, May 3/Th May 4


1) Discuss writing the Project proposal


2) Presentation of chapter 1 from The Curious Researcher – everyone is expected to have read this chapter before coming to class!


3) Discuss article from the reader:  “Chapter 2,  The Darker and Lighter Sister:  Telling Our Stories” by Paul Spickard


4) Short Research Presentations, including: 

Week Five

Mon, May 8: Meet in Conference Rooms A&B Hinson Center to hear panel presentation by Paul Spickard, Wei Ming Dariotis, and Kevin Johnson

Tue, May 9:  In-Class Viewing of “Farmingville” 

Wed, May 10: M, W class:  meet in Conference Rooms A&B Hinson Center to hear Dolores Huerta

Thur, May 11 : In-Class Viewing of “Farmingville”

Week Six

Mon, May 15/Tue May 16 


(M, W class:  We will be joined by Marc Coronado’s class today)

1) Project proposal due in class

2) Presentation of chapter 2 from The Curious Researcher


3) Discuss articles from the reader:  “The Model Minority: Asian American ‘Success’ as a Race Relations Failure’” from Yellow by Frank Woo


4) Short research presentations, including:



Asian Exclusion Acts

Cartoons about race (Boondocks, La Cucaracha, Secret Asian Man)



Model Minority Stereotype



Asian Law Alliance & Asian Law Caucus

Wed, May 17: Meet in Conference Rooms A & B to hear Shailja Patel (1:30-2:30); then, back to our class to:




1) Discuss Annotated Bibliography


2) Presentation of chapter 3 from The Curious Researcher 


3) Short research presentations, including:



American Patrol, FAIR, Minutemen


Bracero Program & Operation Wetback, and US Mexican deportations

            (If there’s time): 4) Discuss article from the reader:  “The New Neighbors Next Door” by Jorge Ramos

Thur, May 18: 1) Discuss Annotated Bibliography


2) Presentation of chapter 3 from The Curious Researcher 


3) Discuss article from the reader:  “The New Neighbors Next Door” by Jorge Ramos


4) Short research presentations, including:



American Patrol, FAIR, Minutemen


Bracero Program, Operation Wetback, and US Mexican deportations

Week Seven

Mon, May 22/Tue, May 23


1) Discuss articles from the reader:  “The Newest Indians” by Jack Hitt, “Indian Identity in a Changing World” by Patty Talahongva


2) Short Research presentations, including:

Black Indians (Black Seminoles), Blood Quantum and Indian identity, 


5 pt. Extra Credit Option:  Attend panel presentation in California History Center “Asian/Latina/o Intersections” at 11:30 on Monday, May 22 and write 1-page response to what you heard

Wed, May 24/Th, May 25


1) Annotated Bibliography due

2) Discuss article from the reader:  “Burritos and Bagoong:  Mexipinos and Multiethnic Identity in San Diego, California” by Rudy Guevarra


3) Short Research presentations, including:

Multiracial Support Organizations:  MAVIN, Fusion 

Colorlines Magazine

Hapa identity

The “Tragic Mulatta” or “Tragic Mulatto”

Week Eight

Mon, May 29  Holiday – no class today

Tue, May 30: (Marc Coronado will teach—Roll will be called)

1) Discuss article from the reader:  “The Black/White Binary Paradigm of Race” by Juan Perea and “The Illogic of American Racial Categories” by Paul Spickard


2) Discuss citation exercise


3) Presentation of Chapter 4 from The Curious Researcher


4) Short Research presentations, including:



Race and comedy (examples: Richard Pryor, Dave Chappelle, Margaret Cho, Bernie Mac, George Lopez, etc.)



Stormfront and the Ku Klux Klan



Media Action Network for Asian Americans (MANAA)

Wed, May 31: (M,W Class: MEET in Room L32 with Marc Coronado’s class)


1) Discuss article from the reader:  “The Black/White Binary Paradigm of Race” by Juan Perea and “The Illogic of American Racial Categories” by Paul Spickard


2) Discuss citation exercise


3) Presentation of Chapter 4 from The Curious Researcher


4) Short Research presentations, including:



Race and comedy (examples: Richard Pryor, Dave Chappelle, Margaret Cho, Bernie Mac, George Lopez, etc.)



Stormfront and the Ku Klux Klan



Media Action Network for Asian Americans (MANAA)

Thur, June 1:  NO CLASS—Work on upcoming assignments/group presentations.

Week Nine

Mon, June 5/Tue, June 6


1) Discuss articles from reader:  “Enemies of the State” (all articles from Colorliines)


2) Short  Research Presentations, including:



Bay Area Immigrant Rights Coalition (BAIRC)



American-Arab Anti-discrimination Committee



MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense & Education Fund)

Wed, June 7/Thur, June 8


1) Discuss article from reader:  “Patterns of Multiracial Identity among College Students” from Mixed Race Students in College by Kristen A. Renn


2) Short research presentations, including:



Lynching (James Byrd Jr., 1998)

Southern Poverty Law Center - Hatewatch



D-Bug Magazine/Website


3) sign up for one-on-one meetings

Week Ten

Mon, June 12/Tue, June 13


No regular class today/One-on-one Meetings – work on your research paper! Citation exercise due at one-on-one meeting
Wed, June 14/Thur, June 15


No regular class today/One-on-one Meetings – work on your research paper! Citation exercise due at one-on-one meeting
Week Eleven

Mon, June 19/Tue, June 20


Presentation of Chapter 5 from The Curious Researcher

Wed, June 21/Thur, June 22


Peer Review of final paper  --  this is not optional!

Week Twelve

Wed, June 28:
Final paper due in my office (F11K) before 3:40 p.m.

Extra credit due in my office before 3:40 p.m.
Individual Meetings Re: Final Project  -- Sign up sheet

Wednesday, June 9

11:30

11:45

12:00

12:15

12:30

12:45

1:00

1:15

1:30

1:45

2:00

2:15

2:30

2:45

3:00

3:15

Monday, June 13

11:30

11:45

12:00

12:15

12:30

12:45

1:00

1:15

1:30

1:45

2:00

2:15

2:30

2:45

3:00

3:15

