GROUP ASSIGNMENTS—NHAT KY DANG THUY TRAM
EACH GROUP: If you would like, feel free to add another question (and answer) that you think I should have asked.
1. Introduction & Overview. Themes
	
	

	
	

	
	


What is the basic information about the diaries? What are your individual and collective responses to the diaries? What major themes do you see throughout the work, and why do you think Dr. Tram wrote the diaries. How are they viewed in Viet Nam? Do they speak to young people or just to older persons? What lessons are in the diaries for today’s youth?

2. History of the Diaries
	
	

	
	

	
	


Please  tell us what happened to the diaries, where they were, why they were unknown for so long. What was the impact in Viet Nam when they appeared? What if the diaries had never appeared, had been burned in the fire? Did you see the movie DON’T BURN by the great director Dang Nhat Minh ,and what did you think of it? What lessons are in the diaries for today’s youth?
3. Dr. TRAM Bio
	
	

	
	

	
	


Pls go over her biography to include her schooling, why she volunteered to go South. Please comment on her reliance on works of literature, including TRUYEN KIEU, LES MISERABLES, and Russian works. Why was she studying Russian literature—the diaries start with a quotation from Nikolas Ostrovsky HOW THE STEEL WAS TEMPERED.  Cite similarities and differences between KIEU and Dr Tram. What lessons are in the diaries for today’s youth?
4. NKDTT “Brothers” (Men who figure in the Story), 

	
	

	
	

	
	


The “Brothers” PPT covers four men who play important roles in the story: M, Thuan, Nghia, and Brother Tan. What do you think of these four people? Feel free to cover other “Brothers” who appear in the diaries, and what do you make of them? Do you get a sense of the devastation caused by the war, and why do the soldiers, the men, keep going in spite of the adversity of combat and their losses from the war?

5. NKDTT “Sisters” (Women who figure in the Story), 

	
	

	
	

	
	


The “Sisters” PPT covers three women who play important roles in the story: Mai Phuong, Tran Thi My Lien, and Xang. What do you think of these three women? Feel free to cover other “Sisters” who appear in the diaries, and what do you make of them. Please consider and add the roles of the women of the Tram family to the discussion, the sisters and mother of Dr. Tram. Do you get a sense of the devastation caused by the war, and why do the soldiers, the women, keep going in spite of the adversity of combat and their losses from the war?

6.  Andrew Pham (Translator), 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Andrew Pham is a former De Anza Student who translated NKDTT with his father Thong Van Pham. What other books has he written? Comment please on the significance and lessons of the Translator’s note (xx-xxi). In Viet Nam who prepared the text for publication and was there supporting material, Introductions, etc., and what did you learn from them? What lessons are in the diaries for today’s youth?

