EWRT 100/LART 100 Chow/Bonilla 

Essay #1 – Cultural/Social Assets for College Success

PEER EDIT DRAFT DUE DATE:  Wednesday, Oct. 10 IN CLASS **Please bring 2 copies for Peer Editing.  If you do not bring in a draft and participate in Peer editing on this date, you will lose 2 out of the 10 total Essay points. 

FINAL ESSAY DUE DATE:  Monday Oct. 15  IN CLASS.  Attach prewriting draft and Peer Editing Sheet to your final essay

In this essay, you will be defining for your audience what cultural or social assets (beneficial qualities) you possess or experiences you had that will help you succeed in college and beyond.  You must choose at least two qualities.  If those qualities SEEM like a liability or a shortcoming to an outsider, that could make your essay more interesting!  For instance, in the essays “Shame” and “How I Got Smart,” one writer felt shame about himself, and in the other, the writer says he hated school.  These qualities seemed to be negative, but the writers were actually able to use them in ways to help them ultimately succeed.  End your essay with a statement about the significance of a college education to you right now and what you hope to gain from it.
The Content/Ideas:

· INTRODUCE and identify at least two cultural/social assets.  Examples:

--Language (speak a different language at home)

--A cultural/social quality (e.g. parents struggle financially) that has a positive aspect such as:



determination (work ethic)



able to work collaboratively



strong family support

· Include (usu. in your introduction) a THESIS that states your central idea about your qualities.  Avoid a thesis that states: “Some personal qualities are not bad because…”  This is about YOU and YOUR cultural/social assets.

· SUPPORT that thesis in your body paragraphs.  

· In each paragraph, have a clear and provocative TOPIC SENTENCE (P in PIE) that develop your thesis and deal with one reason or effect for what we consume.  

· Be sure to use SPECIFIC examples and support (I in PIE) from the readings, your personal experience, and anything else around you such as media (magazines, tv, internet, other films). 

· EXPLANATION of how and why EACH support point is significant—in other words, answer the “So what?” question.  At the end of each paragraph, explain how that paragraph relates back to your thesis.  (the E of PIE)

· CONCLUDE with an answer to one of the following questions:

**What’s the overall SIGNIFICANCE of what I’ve told my readers in the body of the essay?

**What’s the next step I want my readers to take after they finish my paper?  Do I want my readers to think differently about something? How? What? Why?

**What are the implications of what I’ve explained in the paper—for myself, my readers, or society as a whole?

The Format:

· Typed and double spaced

· Complete name in upper right or left corner with course name & day/time, date

· Times New Roman 12 pt font or comparable font size (please make it easy to read!)

· 1” (no more, no less) margins around the edges 

· Indent your paragraphs (about 5 spaces)

· NO extra spaces between paragraphs

· Attach your prewriting AND peer editing worksheet to the back of the final essay (final essay on top)

What I am looking for (your checklist):

	Does the essay have a clear statement (thesis) of what the writer wants to define and show the reader?  Does this statement clearly say what the essay is going to prove?


	

	Does the essay include at least 2 cultural/social qualities/assets that help you to succeed?


	

	Is each paragraph about a different main idea about the quality/asset?


	

	Does each paragraph include an example or clear support/explanation of what the quality is and how it will help you succeed?
	

	Does the essay make a concluding statement that summarizes for the reader what the writer was attempting to do, or why they should care about the main ideas?
	

	Is the essay interesting to read and are the sentences clear and free of major grammatical errors?
	


Extra Pointers (from & inspired by Maryalice):

· Be aware of your sentence format.  Avoid starting sentences the same way every time.
· Watch your word usage; avoid using an unusual word more than once.  Try to vary the length of your words (1-3 syllables, usually)
· Avoid the use of colloquialisms such as “stick out,” “bugged me,” “sucks,” “awesome,” etc.  If you would use it while text messaging/IM but would be uncomfortable putting it into a job application letter (or other important document), then don’t use it in the essay.  Sometimes there ARE exceptions, for example if you are consciously using the word(s) as an example to make a point.  Using these words as your main “voice” underminds the authority of the essay as an academic paper.

· Try to use an active voice. This means use direct, active verbs: “I thought about” rather than “this idea was thought by me” or “I had been thinking about”.  

· The rule of thumb is use only one verb per sentence unles there is a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS—for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) separating them.

· Instead of using too many verbs (especially is, am, are, was, were),  try to use adverbs (words that describe verbs) and adjectives (words that describe nouns) to make your writing interesting.

