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EWRT 1A Winter 09 Chow


Instructor: Karen Chow

Phone: My Office (in F11-K) 408-864-5763 ; 

WRC (in ATC 309) 408-864-5763; 

Email  chowkaren@fhda.edu

Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 11:30-12:30 in WRC (ATC 309) 

Thursdays, 3:30-4:30 in F11-K

¡LEAD! EWRT1A – Critical Reading, Writing and Thinking 

Immigration Issues

Tuesdays, Thursdays 10:10 AM-12:20 PM in L83

Course Description

EWRT 1A is designed to help you develop university-level critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.   This particular EWRT 1A supports the ¡LEAD! Leadership Development program at De Anza.  ¡LEAD! is currently a student club as well as a series of classes designed to help develop academic, leadership, and networking skills for students who are interested in Latina/o authors, Latina/o social justice issues and community service. ¡LEAD! was started in 2005 by  De Anza students.  Marc Coronado (who is also teaching two additional ¡LEAD! EWRT 1A sections this quarter) is currently coordinator of the program and advisor for the student club.  I am a supporter of the program since its inception. 

In this class, we will focus on studying immigration to U.S., which impacts everyone economically and sociologically.  Because Latina/os and Asians have comprised the majority of immigrants to the U.S. since the late 20th century, we will focus on reading books and articles that tell us more about these immigrant groups, the circumstances that propel them to migrate, their experiences once they arrive, and issues surrounding undocumented immigrants, particularly students.  Since we are living in a major hub of immigration here in California, we can draw upon many aspects of our own experiences and look more closely at our own communities to consider the impacts of immigration on us and societally in terms of gender, race, class, sexual orientation .  Thus, our writing assignments will require you to not just draw from ideas from our readings and discussions but also from your own experiences, connections, and communities. 

Community Service Learning
This class incorporates 12 hours of community service learning.  You can fulfill this requirement by:

1) Participating in ¡LEAD! club activities throughout the quarter.  The club meets every other Thursday, beginning with the first week of classes.  

2)Joining Cross Cultural Partners and working directly with an English learner

3)  Two students who have computer graphics experience will be eligible to earn their CSL credit by working on the photo exhibit for the Euphrat (please talk to me early in the quarter if you are interested in this option)
Reading, Thinking, and Writing Skills Goals

When you complete this class, you should be able to:

A. 
Examine the various forms and occasions of written language, as well as other kinds of discourse, and consider them potential subjects and in some instances models for academic writing

B.
Read rhetorically and culturally diverse narrative and expository texts and analyze them from a variety of perspectives

C.
Generate ideas and topics for essays

D.
Formulate and support theses

E.
Integrate and organize ideas

F.
Develop personal style/voice appropriate to purpose and audience

G.
Identify and practice common rhetorical strategies used in academic writing

H.
Practice writing as a multistep process, with particular attention to planning and revision

I.
Compose essays with varying purposes, audiences, and rhetorical strategies, from personal to academic
Required Course Materials:
Available at the De Anza College Bookstore  

No One Is Illegal, Justin A. Chacon & Mike Davis

Stealing Buddha’s Dinner, Bich Minh Nguyen

Enrique’s Journey, Sonia Nazario

Brief McGraw-Hill Handbook, Elaine P. Maimon and others

Aavailable at the De Anza Printing Center:

¡LEAD! EWRT 1A Reader,  Marc Coronado/Karen Chow Reader.  

You will pay for this at the Bookstore and pick it up at the De Anza Print Center on the West side of campus.

Recommended Course Materials to bring to class

A good pocket dictionary (like Webster’s Pocket Dictionary)

A spiral notebook to take notes, do freewriting, planning, etc.

Requirements

To achieve these goals you will be expected to:

1. Complete the following written assignments:
A. Essay #1 Analysis of Food & Family History/Immigration (3-4 pages, plus a dish for the class potluck)

B. Essay #2 Picturing Our Communities Photograph & Exposition (3-4 pages and photograph) 

C. Essay #3 In-Class Essay Literary & Social Analysis of Enrique’s Journey & Stealing Buddha’s Dinner(3-4 pages)

D. Essay #4 Proposal For Change Essay: This assignment includes a collaborative essay and a public presentation.  With your familia group members, you will be answering the question: Who are underrepresented immigrant students, what challenges do they face,  and how can students help recruit, retain, and support underrepresented immigrant students? (9 pages produced by group members, 3 pages each)

2. Fully participate in class activities.  This includes writing paragraphs, outlines and in-class freewriting, reading and discussing a number of essays and short articles, responding to classmates work in peer-review sessions, participating fully in class discussions.

3. Lead Class Discussion & Presentations: there will be 3 required presentations that you and your familia members will do: 1) Develop discussion questions and lead a class discussion for at least 1/2 an hour on that day’s readings; 2) present on a topic from McGraw Hill Brief Handbook  , 2) present your Proposal For Change  (for your final) 

Failure to turn in ALL assigned work will result in failure in the course.
Drop Policy/Class Participation Grade

Attendance is mandatory.  

If you are absent for more than 3 classes, you will likely be dropped.  

Frequent lateness (class will begin promptly on time) or leaving early is also detrimental, and every 30 minutes absent due to tardiness or leaving early will count as an absence.  

To be successful in EWRT 1A, you need to be an active participant.  Your mere physical presence is not enough; you need to be involved in class discussions, small group discussions, and peer review of one another's writing.  Being absent, being tardy, leaving early, or not participating actively in class work will result in deduction of points from class participation.  I reserve the right to determine this grade based upon my observations of your work in class.

Assignments and Student Responsibilities

You are responsible for all readings and assignments listed on the syllabus, and you must come to class having read and thought about the material ahead of time.  Please be ready to talk about it.  You’re also responsible for getting class handouts/materials/information missed after being absent.  Since much of this class will be structured as a workshop, we often will be drawing on material discussed previously as well as issues addressed in the assigned reading material.

*****You must bring the assigned reading to every class meeting.  If you come to class unprepared you may lose points for class participation****

Essay Format
All take-home work must be typed in 12 pt. Double-spaced font (similar size to this text), with 1-inch margins around the edges, double-spaced. 

Late Submissions and Missed Class Work/Presentations

All essay drafts for peer editing and all final essays to be turned in will be due at the start time of the class on the due date.
In other words, although you must turn in all assigned work to pass this class, and you may have very valid reasons for not being able to turn it in on time – an automobile accident, an unforeseeable illness, the dog ate your computer, etc. – all late work, for any reason will get points deducted.  If the work is submitted late, I reserve the right to give you a zero on it if I decide that the reason is unacceptable. 

Group presentations and in-class work may not be made up.  If you miss a date for a group presentation, you will receive a zero for this portion of the course work.

I encourage you to discuss your projects with me before they are due. If you know you have to be absent on the date an assignment is due, you may arrange to hand it in early.

Plagiarism

In college courses, you will be continually engaged with other people’s ideas.  You will read them in texts, hear them in lecture, discuss them in class, and incorporate them into your own writing.  As a result, it is very important to give credit where credit is due. Plagiarism is defined as using other’s ideas and words without clearly acknowledging the source of that information and it is a serious academic violation.  To avoid plagiarizing in your essays, you must give credit whenever you:

*  write ideas you got from any sources outside yourself

*  write/reproduce any facts, statistics, graphs, or drawings -- any pieces of information -- that are not common knowledge

*  write words/phrases written or spoken by another person

*  rewrite another person’s spoken or written words closely enough that it looks/sounds 60% or more of the original

There is no need to plagiarize.   In this class, we’ll work on ways to help you recognize it and avoid it.  The penalty for intentional or unintentional plagiarism in this class can be failure of the assignment and/or the class.  I reserve the authority to decide whether the plagiarized assignment can be redone and resubmitted for higher than a failing grade.

Grades

Your success in this course will be based on a combination of things including:

Assignment




Due Date
Maximum Points

Active class participation



Ongoing


5

Essay #1 Food & Family immigration

Thur, Jan 22


10

McG-H Handbook Group presentation 

Various dates

5

2 Familia-led 30 min. reading discussions 
Various dates

10

Essay #2 photo & essay



Thur, Feb 12


20

Essay #3 (in-class lit analysis)


Thur, Feb 26


20

Essay #4 Proposal for Change


Thur, Mar 19


15

Proposal For Change Presentation

Thur, Mar 19 

15








Total possible pts

100

You’ll be accumulating points throughout the quarter and should have a good idea of where you are at all times.  If you have questions, please feel free to ask me and I’ll try to give you useful feedback.  Remember, you must complete all of the assignments in order to pass this course.

Final Grade Scale  A+100-99
A  98-94
A-  93-90




B+ 89-88
B  87-84
B-  83-80




C+ 79-78
C  77-74

Course Calendar

	
	Day/

Date
	In-Class Work
	Assignments DUE for today

	WEEK 1
	Tue, Jan 6
	Intro to topic, syllabus, class community
	

	
	Thur, Jan 8
	Discuss paragraphs you’ve written & No One Is Illegal

In-class discuss Paper #1 Analysis of a Food & what it represents about your Family History/Immigration
	*2 written paragraphs on your family’s immigration journey

*p. 89-107 in No One Is Illegal—reading journal and prepare 2 questions  (NOT yes/no) for discussion 



	WEEK 2
	Tue, Jan 13
	Discuss Stealing Buddha’s Dinner

Discuss Stealing Buddha’s Dinner
	*p.   from Stealing Buddha’s Dinner—read & list what immigration issues Bich & her family face

*write 1 paragraph on how food is a way for Bich to deal w/ immig. Issues

*research CSL options 

	
	Thur, Jan 15
	Discuss Stealing Buddha’s Dinner

Discuss CSL 
	*p.  from Stealing Buddha’s Dinner—read & prepare 2 discussion questions

*bring in a list of CSL options that you’re going to pursue besides CCP & a timeline

*Sign up for CCP!

	WEEK 3
	Tue, Jan 20
	*Discuss Stealing Buddha’s Dinner
*PEER REVIEW of Paper #1 
	*Draft of Paper #1 DUE 



	
	Thur, Jan. 22
	In-Class Potluck & Familia assignments given—meet w/ familia

*Discuss Paper #2 “Picturing Our Communities”

*review Ryan Anson photoessay homework assignment due Tues
	*DUE at start of class: Paper #1

*bring contribution to potluck (a food that means something to you & why)



	WEEK 4
	Tue, Jan 27
	*Discuss No One Is Illegal 

*Discuss Ryan Anson photoessays & your observations

*Brainstorm questions you want to answer about your community in Paper #2
	*p. 261-293 in No One Is Illegal—read and prepare 2 questions (NOT yes/no)

*View Ryan Anson’s photography website (www.ryananson.net) , look at least 2 photoessays/slideshows and print out a photo that you like.  Write 1 page response to your favorite photoessay & photos.  

*Write 1 page on a community you wish to photograph & discuss for Paper #2.  Describe as much detail as you can, & choose at least 2 potential interview subjects.  Schedule interview to be done BEFORE Thur Feb. 5



	
	Thur, Jan 29
	*Meet w/ Familia to come up with oral history interview questions

*Ryan Anson’s visit to class
	*develop 3 questions for Ryan when he comes to class



	WEEK 5
	
	
	

	
	Tue, Feb 3
	*Granito de Arrena film

*Review & practice quote sandwich 
	*conduct interview with a subject who is part of the community you’re discussing—TAKE NOTES & record interview if you can.  

*Take photos of your community



	
	Thur, Feb. 5
	*Meet w/ familia members to discuss the outcome of your interview & quote sandwich homework

*Practice quote sandwiches w/ quotes from No One is Illegal

*McGraw Hill Presentations

*EXTRA CREDIT Field Trip: “The Woman Who Fell From The Sky” 8 PM, Teatro Vision, guests welcome!
	*Write at least 3 quote sandwiches with quotes from your interview

*Choose 3 photographs you took of your community& write a descriptive paragraph about each of them

	WEEK 6
	
	
	

	
	Tue, Feb. 10
	*PEER EDITING of Paper #2

*Discuss Enrique’s Journey reading & quotes & questions
	*Write DRAFT of Paper #2

*P.     of Enrique’s Journey & p.    Stealing Buddha’s Dinner—read & choose 3 quotes you found provocative & ask discussion questions about them

	
	Thur, Feb. 12
	*McGraw Hill Presentations

*Review Paper #3 guidelines

*film on undocumented students
	*PAPER #2 DUE at start of class

*Print out a photo & a quote from  your essay to give to CSL students who are working on the slideshow

	WEEK 7
	
	
	

	
	Tue, Feb. 17
	*DUE at beginning of class: CCP/CSL Progress Report

Discuss Enrique’s Journey

*Review of outlining for analysis essays

*Review of timed essay writing strategies
	*Write 1 page Progress Report on CCP meetings & CSL work

*p.    of Enrique’s Journey & p. of Stealing Buddha’s Dinner--read & choose 3 provocative quotes from EACH book & ask discussion questions



	
	Thur, Feb. 19
	*McGrawHill Presentations

*Practice Thesis writing for Paper #3
	*p.  of Enrique’s journey & Stealing Buddha’s Dinner

	WEEK 8
	
	
	

	
	Tue, Feb. 24
	*McGraw Hill Presentations

*in-class work on outlines
	*Write OUTLINE for Paper #3 & bring to class

	
	Thur, Feb. 26
	IN-CLASS Essay #3—bring only a 1 page outline & Enrique’s Journey book.  Meet in ATC 102
	

	WEEK 9
	
	
	

	
	Tue, Mar 3
	Screening of “A Village Called Versailles” & Discussion

*Familia discussion on Paper #4 Proposal For Change 
	*Read past students’ Proposal For Change in Reader

	
	Thur, Mar 5
	McGraw Hill Presentations 

*Discuss samples for Proposals For Change
	*Brainstorm ideas for Proposal For Change in preparation for discussion w/ Familias

	WEEK 10
	
	
	

	
	Tue, Mar 10
	*Discussion of reading

*Familia workshop time for Proposal For Change paper & presentation
	*   Reading from Reader—read & write 1 page response w/ 2 discussion questions

	
	Thur, Mar 12
	*PEER EDITING for Proposal for Change

· Proposal for Change Familia Workshop time

McGraw Hill Presentations
	* DRAFT of Proposal for Change DUE

	WEEK 11
	
	
	

	
	Tue, Mar 17
	*2nd PEER EDITING for Proposal For Change


	*Revised draft of Proposal for Change DUE

	
	Thur, Mar 19
	PRESENTATION of Proposal for Change
	Prepare for Presentation

	WEEK 12
	Tue

Mar 24
	1:45-3:45 FINAL in class


	


