EWRT 100B Summary writing exercise

A summary is a concise (short) restatement, in your own words, of another longer document.  It should have the following characteristics:

· It must maintain and communicate the meaning of the original.

· It must NOT contain your opinions on the original.

· It must stick to the what the original writer had to say.

· It must contain the main points of the original.  

It should answer the following questions:

1. What is the subject of the original?  What problem or situation is being addressed?

2. What are the main points of the original?

3. What conclusion(s), if any, does the original reach?

Writing Assignment:  Choose a theme or issue to focus on from Pedro And Me and write a paragraph summary of it.  Incorporate one quote.  Try not to write sentence fragments or run-ons.  

Sample: 


In the book Pedro And Me by Judd Winick, Winick talks about how his friend Pedro Zamora had a very hard time growing up as a young boy.  Pedro emigrated to the U.S. from Cuba with part of his family.  Pedro’s mother passes away due to skin cancer.  Winick describes the traumatic experience Pedro goes through after his mother passes away.  Pedro’s mother meant very much to him.  It was hard for Pedro to cope with such a great loss at such a young age, since “she was the most important person in the world to him”(41).  

