Poetifying Your Story

Part I: Writing Your Own Autobiographical Poem 

In this assignment, you will be writing an autobiographical poem that incorporates the following aspects:

At least 1 clear theme/topic/issue

A clear addressee (who you are talking to)

A clear tone/mood 

Concrete imagery (can be literal or symbolic), i.e. sensory details

1 Asian American connection/reference

At least 1 metaphor

150 word minimum length

Try to use: rich, meaningful nouns and verbs

Try to avoid: clichéd phrases/metaphors (cold as ice, hot as hell, etc) ; using abstraction words  (love, soul, hate, etc) 

Part II:  Analysis of A Peer’s Autobiographical Poem

For this part of the assignment, you will be writing a 2 page analysis (8.5”x 11” margins, formatting is double-spaced, 1 inch margins around the page).  

Analyze the elements of this poem.  Some questions to answer:

What is/are the theme/topic/issue(s)?  Paraphrase what you think the poet might be saying. If it is not clear, explain what you think it might be and why you are confused.

Who is being addressed?  

What are the poetic devices i.e, Metaphor, Personification, Rhythm, Imagery, Alliteration used in the poem…Are the devices successful? In what ways? 

Can you relate to the poem? Explain…

What other identities besides Asian American are revealed in the work?

Does the poem feel finished? Do you like the opening and ending lines? 

Are there any unnecessary moments or moments that are unclear? What is your interpretation of why they are there or their impact on the autobiographical story?

What is the overall emotional tone of the poem?

How is the mood set? What images or sensory details support the mood?

