Instructor: Karen Chow


PEER EDITING WORKSHEET


Read the essay once, quickly, without marking the paper.  Is there a title? Is the title boring?


Read the essay AGAIN, but this time stop and answer the following questions in writing.  As you read, CIRCLE any grammatical errors or unclear words/phrases you see (don’t correct them):





3.  Does the introduction make the topic sound interesting?  Does it clearly focus on the topic?  Are there any statements that sound too general and not specific enough?








 What is the writer’s thesis?  Underline it in the paper.  





What is the main point of the next paragraph?  Please restate it in your own words here:














Are there quotes or other supporting information details in the paragraph?  Do they convincingly develop the argument?  EXPLAIN why or why not here.











REPEAT Step #5 and #6 for EACH supporting/body paragraph—write on the back of this sheet.








Are the transitions between sentences clear?  Identify any transitions which aren’t clear.  Does the writer use transition words (such as in addition, therefore, next, following, first, second, third, etc.) EFFECTIVELY, and not just mechanically or repetitively? 





Are there any places where you have to stop and reread something to understand the sentence or the connection?  If so, write “unclear” next to it in the margin and explain to the writer.





How is the conclusion?  Does it do one or more of the following?: 1)refer back to the main point; 2) sum up what has been covered in the essay, or 3) make a further observation or point about the topic or thesis.





  What do you like about this essay?  Write what you like about the essay on the back of this sheet.








Make at least two specific suggestions to the writer that you think will help him/her improve the essay.














