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HONORS PROJECT 

· Honors students must establish their selected topic by speaking with me during the SECOND week of the course.  Your presentation date will be assigned by me.  I expect you to keep me informed of your project development by meeting with me at LEAST every 2 weeks throughout the quarter.  I am happy to help and to hear about your progress.

· Students who fail to comply with expectations established for their honors project will have their course grade reduced by one full letter grade.

Honors students love learning.  They are self-starters and self-teachers.  They are highly organized, driven and hold themselves to high standards.  Honors students are role models who assist in the learning of their peers and contribute freely and frequently to class discussion.  Honors students are academic leaders in the class room.

This quarter, I expect honors students to model the journey towards scientific literacy by individually reading news articles on biological topics weekly and by researching  one of the topics below and (as a group) presenting a power point lesson and facilitating a discussion with the class.  
1. READ!  Each honors students must read one article per week (in addition to the 2 required articles this quarter).   Collectively, honors students will create a poster/bulletin board of these articles/ article titles as a reflection of contemporary topics and news in biology.  Be prepared to discuss or answer questions on your articles from the instructor or a peer.  This poster/bulletin board will remain available in the lab (S52) throughout the quarter.
2. RESEARCH!  A group of 3 honors students may work together on either of the topics below.   Each group will do a power point presentation that includes at least 5 sources, graphs, charts, images, video clips (no longer than 1 minute) or any other visual aide.   

Research Topics:

a. Have you heard a common myth about HIV being linked to the oral polio vaccine?  (OPV)  Research this myth and discuss the evidence that debunks it.   Be sure to site your sources.  Show images of the HIV virus and how it is structurally different from the polio vaccine.  How many cases of polio are seen worldwide now?  In the US?   Has HIV diagnoses increased since the use of the OPV?  Let your research expand your presentation in any way that seems relevant and interesting to you.

b. Your text book speaks about a variety of viruses (in Ch. 16 Microbial Life).  Hanta Virus, SARS, West Nile Virus, Ebola Virus.  Compare and contrast each of these microbes.  Discuss the vector, the means  of invading a cell, it’s structure (RNA or DNA).  Has global climate change influenced the number of illnesses related to these viruses? Let your research expand your presentation in any way that seems relevant and interesting to you.

