CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION: LIVING
WITH ART



Is art part of your life?
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Dorothy and Herbert Vogel in their apartment




Class Assignment 1

Make a list of all the purposes of art T Do not look at
the textbook (or any other source) for answers!
Write as many purposes as possible.

Bullet points are ok but your ideas need to be clear.



What purposes does art serve?
(the functions of art)

A Creates places for human purpose

A Creates extrardinary versions of ordinary objects

A Records and commemorates

A Gives tangible form to the unknown

A Gives tangible form to feelings and ideas

A Refreshes our vision and helps us see the world in a new wa

A Promotes social, political, religious idea$ (@.gpaganda,
protest)

A Assists in various rituals
A Entertains; creates alternative reality



Art creates places for some human
purpose.



Maya Lin with a model
of the Vietham Veterans
Memorial, 1980

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washington
D. C. 1982. Bl ack granite,
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Maya Ying Lin (b. 1959). ’1\\&
yaing tin { ) -

American sculptor and architect. She was still an
undergraduate at Yale University when she won the
competition for a Vietham War veterans memorial to
be built near the Linconln Memorial in Washington,
D.C. Amid controversy over her untraditional design
(and, remarkably, complaints that it had been
created by a young woman of Chinese descent).

It became the most visited monument in
Washington, D.C. and she has gone on to design
other memorials, landscape sculptures and private
residences.



Color Sketch of the Vietham
Veterans Memorial
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Frederick Hart . The Three
Soldiers, bronze 1984



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/The_Three_Soldiers_USA.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/TouchWall.jpg

Art creates extra ordinary versions
of ordinary objects



Kente cloth from Ghana.
Asante. 20t c. 71x41", rayon.
(This size cloth is worn by a woman;
a full man's kente is usually about 7 x

11 feet.)

Banny




Kente cloth from Ghana. Asante. 20" c. 71x41", rayon



A man weaves kente cloth using a traditional
loom, Bonwire village, Ashanti region, Ghana.

A variety of kente patterns have been invented,
each of which has a certain concept or concepts
traditionally associated with it.



Tea bowl

Shigaraki ware,
Japan, early 17th
century. Victoria
and Albert
Museum, London.







Art records and commemorates



Labille-Guiard was elected to
one of the four places in the
French Academy available for
women in 1783.

In 1790 she successfully
petitioned to end the restriction
on women.

Adelaide Labille-Guiard:
Self Portrait with Two
Pupils. 1785. QOil on
Canvas 60X40.
Metropolitan Museum of
Art. NY




Art gives tangible form to the unknown



Nataraja (Shiva as Lord of
the Dance), India,

10th century C.E. Bronze, 5
1/4" high. Rijksmuseum,
Amsterdam.




Art gives tangible form to feelings
and ideas



Van Gogh, Vincent (1853 90)

A nineteenth-century Dutch painter who worked
mainly in France. His brief, turbulent, and tragic life is
thought to epitomize the mad genius legend.

Only one of his paintings was sold while he lived. The
great majority of the works by which he is
remembered were produced in 29 months of frenzied
activity and intermittent bouts with epileptoid seizures
and profound despair that finally ended in suicide.

In his grim struggle he had one constant ally and
support, his younger brother, to whom he wrote
revealing letters detailing his conflicts and aspirations.

Since his death, his paintings have been sold for
many millions of dollars.




Vincent van Gogh, Starry Night, 1889. Oil on canvas, 29" x 36 1/4".
The Museum of Modern Art, New York.



