Ancient Rome
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The Roman RepubliGite & 5 1stc. BCE)

509 BC Expulsion of the Etruscan Kings and establishment of th
Roman Republic

27 BCo End of the RepublicAugustus Becomes the First Emperc
of Rome



This formula is referring to the government of the Roman Republic, and was used as
an official signature of the government.
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Senatus Populusque'Romanus
" The Roman rnate and Peopl e

The Roman constitution was a republic in the modern sense of the word, in th
supreme power rested with the people; and the right to take part in political life
given to all adult male citizens.

Although it was thus nominally a democracy in that all laws had to be approve
assembly of citizens, the republic was in fact organized as an aristocracy or b
oligarchy, governed by a fairly small group of about fifty noble families.



Temple of Portunus (god of harbors) Rome, Italy, ca. 75 BCE.
Stone (originally overlaid with white stucco in imitation of Greek marble)
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Comparison: Model of a typical Etruscan  comparison: IKTINOS and KALLIKRATES
temple of the sixth century BCE Parthenon the Temple of Athena Parthen
Acropolis, Athens, Greece, 4438 BCE

Temple of Portunus Rome, ltaly, ca. 75 BCE.
Stone (originally overlaid with white stucco)




Etruscan Arch

Arch of Augustus.Perugia
Gate, after 310 B.C.E

Thelower portions of the

arch were constructed by the
Etruscans. It was restored
by Augustusn 40 BC.
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In what way is the round arch an

improvement over the post and lintel?

By using arches, vaults and domes,

the Romans could enclose large
areas.

While stone in tension tends to crack
over wide spans, vaulted construction

carries the structural load almost

completely in compression, for which

stone is well suited.



