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SOC 1 Introduction to Sociology: Sankofa 
Fall 2014
Class Meets TTh 1:30pm-3:20pm in Room L26
Dr. Steve Nava 

Office Hours: Baldwin Winery (down stairs): TTH 12:20pm-1:20pm
navasteve@fhda.edu 
“Sociology is a social science that uses quantitative and qualitative methods to analyze the relationship among individual actions, social institutions, societal forces and social change. Sociological understanding provides us with tools for analyzing the practical impact and ethical implications of our choices and decisions in the workplace, family and community.”

Overview of Key Dates: October 4th is last day to add courses; Oct. 17th last day to request pass/no pass option; Nov. 14th last day to drop with ‘W’; Off Nov. 27th Thanksgiving Holiday; Final Exam Dec. 9, at 1:45-3:45 p.m.
Requisites: (See general education pages for the requirement this course meets.) Advisory: English Writing 1A or English as a Second Language 5.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

1.  Andersen, Margaret L., Kim A. Logio and Howard F. Taylor. 2012. Understanding Society: An Introductory Reader, 4th Ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.  978-1-111-8596-1 
2.  Open Stax College. Introduction to Sociology. Free access to online version; also hardcopies are available online for purchase:

https://openstaxcollege.org/files/textbook_version/hi_res_pdf/10/col11407-op.pdf

3. DuBois, W.E.B. and Augustus Granville-Dill. 1910. The College-bred Negro American.  Atlanta: Atlanta University Press. Link:

http://scua.library.umass.edu/digital/dubois/dubois15.pdf

4. Morrison, Toni. 1977. Song of Solomon. New York: Penguin Publishers.

Course Description: 

This course is a survey of sociology, designed to equip students with a set of critical sociological theories and methods for analyzing contemporary social issues as they affect individuals and groups. This particular section is within the Sankofa program, so we will read and engage in critical discussion over a series of sociological readings and films. We will then apply the lessons learned to real world social problems facing African American communities. Note that, Sonkofa is an African phrase meaning, “It is not taboo to go back and retrieve what you left behind.” Using this theme, in conjunction with C.Wright Mills’s concept of the ‘sociological imagination’, we will also analyze the historical origins of American American identities and struggles.
Course Objectives:

	A.
	Understand the basic methods of sociological inquiry and utilize key sociological perspectives relevant to social change and inequality.


	B.
	Broaden understanding of social identity as a historical and cultural construction within interlocking systems of inequality.


	C.
	Investigate how race, class, gender, and sexual identity socialization and ideologies interact with social structures.


	D.
	Understand the interaction of culture and structure as it pertains to notions of self and belonging to social groups.


	E.
	Analyze social norms and the stigmatization of ethnic and racial identities and oppressive social practices.


	F.
	Apply social theory to the intertwining relationship between international migration, political economic changes, education, and the job market.


	G.
	Attain a comprehensive understanding of the various uses of the mass media and their effects on social consciousness and identity formation.


	H.
	Investigate social consciousness and material change processes affecting individuals and groups.


Some questions we will explore include:

1. What is socialization and how much of ethnic and social identity is learned and how much is controlled by one’s self?
2. What is social structure? How do we know it exists? 

3. How do current and historical global economic realities shape migration?

4. Are the mainstream media spaces of liberation or enslavement to oppressive ideals?

5. What is essentialism and relativism?  How do these terms relate to my culture and other cultural contexts?
6. In what ways does the work we do define our social status and personal identities? How does this relate to other countries’ labor markets?
7. How is it that one is bound by class structure but still has some agency to cross class barriers or experience upward mobility?

8. Is it possible to be color-blind?
9. Are women finally on equal footing with men in the workplace and in the home?

10. Do new media help members of societies relate to each other better?

Learning Outcomes: 
· Students will dialogue effectively using key theoretical and methodological concepts and conceptualize a sociological study using appropriate theory and methods based on their chosen topic. 
· Students will also be able to write an annotated bibliography that analyzes a chosen topic concerning an African American community, and do a presentation based on the student’s research. 
· Students will show competency in working together on group projects. 
· Students will be able to explain the strengths and weakness of various forms of evidence in their research.  
Classroom Rules and Behavioral Expectations:

Come to class with your books, paper, and writing implements. Being prepared for class means having all of the tools you need to participate! Have your daily readings and notebooks out on your desk and be ready to write before class begins. ( 
· No cell phone or laptop usage during lecture or discussion.  

· No sleeping or heads down in class.

· No demeaning treatment of anyone in the class or you will be asked to leave immediately.  I encourage debate, but I am intolerant of disrespectful behavior of any kind.

· Avoid missing the deadline for assignments. Check your syllabus daily. Any late work will automatically receive 20% lower grade for each day it is late and will not be accepted after a week has passed from the due date.  Exceptions to this rule will be made only in cases of severe and documented hardship and only if you have contacted me immediately. Examples of documentation include court documents, doctor’s notes, receipts for car repairs, etc. Please, feel free to come by office hours and talk to me about anything that is affecting your learning in this class.  As the instructor, I am here for to help.  (
Assignments: 


Weekly Quizzes (small 15 Question scantrons (buy 10))         20%



Midterm (1)
                                                                         15%

Final exam (1)
                                                                         15%

Thursday Reading & News Presentation (20 min)                    10%

Class NoteBook
                                                                         10% 


           

Attendance and Participation (-2 points per day)                points subtracted at end of term

Annotated Bibliography (5 Entries)
                                   20% 

Final Group Research Presentation
               __________10%







                  =100%


DESCRIPTION OF 6 MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS

I.  Thursday Reading Discussion Leaders (10%): 
1) Each of the 5-students in your GROUP* will find a legitimate news article on a key topic in the readings for the week you are assigned.
2) Type up a report on the news story and directly quote the class readings, showing how they relate sociologically. Type 2 strong and critical discussion questions* for the class based on the article. Divide the readings so that each reading is at least covered by one or two students.
3) Bring the typed write-up to class Thursday 
4) All 5 students will take turns reading their news write-ups then ask the discussion questions to the class for discussion.
II.  Class Notes (10%): Students will turn in a copy of their class notes on an unannounced date, so keep your notes up-to-date! Your notes will include: (1) key points and examples discussed in class; (2) records/journals of your understanding of sociology as a discipline; (3) notes of your research ideas as they unfold throughout the quarter. The note taking will be ongoing from beginning to the end of the research process. You will also do in-class writing assignments in this notebook so bring it every single day! In order to organize your notes, you will write the date and Chapter title we are reading for that week to separate the notes. These notes will be evaluated by their content, legibility, and for following directions in format.
III.  PopQuizzes (20%): Readings are to be done before Tuesday. Prepare for short answer or multiple choice questions from the week’s discussion given some day during the week. Quizzes are timed, so avoid tardiness as we usually start the quizzes in the beginning of class. Quizzes cannot be made-up, but I drop the lowest quiz grade so, you can miss one quiz without penalty.
IV.  Annotated Bibliography (20%) (Due Tuesday of Week 8; see Rubric I will email you) 
V.  Midterm Exam (15%): The midterm exam will be a mix of T/F and M/C. Many of the questions will come from previous quizzes with additional questions that gauge your attention to lecture and student presentations. 

VI. Final Presentations (10%): In small groups you will present a Powerpoint showing 5 key lessons you learned in this course. Use creativity in how you present the material. Clarity, in-depth content, and originality will be the main criteria used in your evaluation. You may perform parts of your presentation. See me with your ideas before you finalize your performance plan.
VII.  Final Exam (15%): The Essay Exam will be a mix of T/F and M/C. Many of the questions will come from previous quizzes with additional questions that gauge your attention to lecture and student presentations.
Feedback to Improve Performance

You may turn in your annotated bibliography early for feedback before you turn in the final version.
Also, I will be more than happy to discuss your overall performance during the course in order to help you improve future assignments or exams. Please email me, see me during my office hours or schedule an appointment with me. Note, you are expected to ask how you are performing any time before the final week of classes by email or during office hours.  Do not hesitate to stop by office hours! (
Important Notes: 

I will gladly make accommodations for students with disabilities. Please make an appointment with me to discuss appropriate arrangements.

I truly encourage students to talk with me sometime early in the semester, especially if you are having trouble with the course. I expect all my students to do well, so if you are not doing well I want to help you get caught up. I can only help you if you come talk to me.

Plagiarism is representing the work of someone else as your own. 

· Incorporating the ideas, words, sentences, paragraphs, or parts of another person’s writings, without giving appropriate credit, and representing the product as one’s own

· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly works such as musical compositions, computer programs, photographs, paintings, drawings or sculptures as your own

· Submitting a paper purchased from a research or term paper service, including the internet

· Undocumented Web source usage.

Other Specific Examples of Academic Dishonesty 

· Purposely allowing another student to copy from your paper during a test

· Giving homework, term paper or other academic work to another student to plagiarize

· Having another person submit any work in your name

· Lying to an instructor or college official to improve your grade

· Altering graded work after it has been returned, then submitting the work for re-grading

· Stealing tests

· Forging signatures on drop/add cards or other college documents

· Collaboration without permission of instructor.

· Gaining unlawful or unauthorized access to college or district computers or servers. 


Campus Resources:

Writing and Reading Center, ATC 309, 864-5840

Tutorial Center, L47, 864-8485

Math/Science Tutorial Center, S43, 864-8683

Counseling Center, 2nd floor Student & Community Services Bldg., 864-5400

Transfer Center, 2nd floor Student & Community Services Bldg., 864-8841

Career Center, 2nd floor Student & Community Services Bldg., 864-5711

Disability Support Services, 1st floor Student & Community Services Bldg., 864-8753

Financial Aid, Lower level Campus Center, 864-8718

Health Services, Lower level Campus Center, 864-8732

Child Development Center, 864-8822

Extended Opportunity Programs and Services, Lower level Campus Center, 864-8950
Course Schedule:  Do all of each week’s readings before Tuesday’s class. In-class activities are listed by the dates below. Note PopQuizzes are unannounced so read the week’s readings during the weekend. Buy a pack of brown 20 question scantrons for quizzes by week 2.
WEEK 1 (Sep 24 and Sep 26)_________________________________________________   
Theme: An Introduction to Sociological Thinking: The Sankofa Theme
I. Introduction to the course and key terms: How is the symbol of Sankofa related to the C. Wright Mills’s ‘sociological imagination’?
II. Discuss: “Preface” and “Chapter 1: An Introduction to Sociology” (p.5-21) in Introduction to Sociology: Open Stax online Textbook
III. https://openstaxcollege.org/files/textbook_version/hi_res_pdf/10/col11407-op.pdf
IV. Discuss: Reading and Notetaking* Tips (I provide)
V. Sticky-note Activity #1: Racial (Dis-)Harmony
WEEK 2 (Sept 30th and October 2nd)____________________________________________   

Theme: The Sociological Imagination
I. Lecture and Discussion on: “the Sociological Imagination,” by C. Wright Mills (p.1-6) in Understanding Sociology

II. Discuss: Ch 5 Socialization (p.99-120) in Introduction to Sociology: Open Stax
III. Discuss: Perpont, Claudia Roth. “A Raised Voice,” The New Yorker. August 11th and 18th, 2014. http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/08/11/raised-voice
IV. Family Tree Assignment: I will email you the handout to print. 
WEEK 3 (Oct. 7th and 9th)______________________________________________________ 
Theme: Performing Sociological Research
I. Discuss: Doing Research Interviews with Family Members 

II. Discuss: Chapter 2 Sociological Research (p.31-54) in Introduction to Sociology: Open Stax online Textbook
III. Discuss: “Between Good and Ghetto: African American Girls and Inner-city Violence,” by Jones and “Romantic Relationships from Adolescence to Adulthood,” by Meier and Allen (p.28-34) in Understanding Sociology  
IV. Family Tree Assignment sharing and discussion (due Thursday October 9th)

WEEK 4 (Oct. 14th-16th) ______________________________________________________ 
Theme: Social Movements and Social Change
I. Discuss: Chapter Social Movements and Social Change (p.481-500)
II. Discuss: “Is the Economic Crisis Driving Wedges Between Young and Old? Rich and Poor?” (p.553) by Andrea Louise Campbell in Understanding Sociology  
III. Activity: Social Movement Exercise:  Develop a social movement to address current social problems.  Work in small groups. Present your “movement”: (1) mission statement;  (2) membership demographic; (3) list of social policies you are addressing; (4) list and timeline of strategies you will use to make your voice heard (Due Next Thursday to present in class. You can use various media and performance formats in your presentation.)
IV. Activity: Notebook reflection and discussion: Black Power Mix Tape (2011); Who Killed Vincent Chin?; Chicano!
WEEK 5 (Oct. 21st – 23th)______________________________________________________
Theme: Education
I. Discuss: Education (p.361-380) in Introduction to Sociology: Open Stax online Textbook
II. Discuss: “From the Achievement Gap to the Education Debt: Understanding Achievement in U.S. Schools,” by Gloria Ladson-Billings (p.391) in Understanding Society
III. Discuss: “Historic Reversals,” by Gary Orfield and Chungmei Lee (p.405) in Understanding Society

IV. Discuss: Charter Schools and the Public Good,” by Linda A. Renzulli and Vincent J. Roscigno (p.417) in Understanding Society
WEEK 6 (Oct. 28th – 30th)________________________________________________________
 

Theme: Race and Ethnicity: Midterm October 30th 
I. Discuss: Race and Ethnicity (231-256) in Introduction to Sociology: Open Stax

II. Discuss: “Between Good and Ghetto: African American Girls and Inner-City Violence,” by Nikki Jones (p.15) in Understanding Society
III. Discuss: “The Souls of Black Folk,” by W.E.B. DuBois (p.223) in Understanding Society
IV. Discuss: “Color-Blind Privilege,” Charles Gallagher (p.225) in Understanding Society
V. Discuss: “Barack Obama and the Politics of Race,” by Martell Teasley and David Ikard (p. 232) in Understanding Society
VI. Activity and Discussion: Sticky Note Exercise: Race Relations Today: ‘”Racial” Harmony’ or ‘Racial” Oppression’

VII. Film Clip: Race: The Power of an Illusion; and Ethnic Notion
Week 7 (Nov. 4th - Nov. 6th) ______________________________________________________
Theme: Social Interaction
I. Discuss: Ch 4 Society and Social Interaction (81-98) in Introduction to Sociology: Open Stax
II. Discuss: “The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life,” by Erving Goffman (p.91) in Understanding Society 

III. Discuss: “Code of the Streets,” by Elijah Anderson (p.94) in Understanding Society 

IV. Discuss: “The Impact of Internet Communication on Social Interaction,” in Understanding Society
V. Notebook Activity: The Breaching Experiment: In groups of 5, students will go out into a populated part of the campus.  One or two students will violate a basic social norm.  The other remaining students will record the way onlookers respond in their notebooks. We will return to the class and discuss. All participants will reflect on their experience with this experiment in their notebooks.
WEEK 8 (Nov. 11th-13th) _______________________________________________________

Theme: Social Stratification

I. Discuss: Ch 9 Social Stratification in the U.S. (p.187-210) in Introduction to Sociology: Open Stax
II. Discuss: “The Communist Manifesto,” by Karl Marx in Understanding Society
III. Discuss: “America Without a Middleclass,” by Elizabeth Warren (p.180) in Understanding Society
IV. Discuss: “Making it by Faking it,” by Robert Granfield (p.183) in Understanding Society
V. Discuss: “The Great American Recession,” by Judith Treas (p.190) in Understanding Society
Note: During the last three weeks of regular class meetings we will be watching and critiquing student presentations as well as doing class reviews of the material.

WEEK 9 (Nov 18th and 20th)_____________________________________________________
Theme: Final Group Research Presentations
WEEK 10  (Nov 25th and 27th)____________________________________________________

Theme: Final Group Research Presentations
Week 11 (Dec 2nd and 4th)_______________________________________________________
Theme: Final Group Research Presentations

Note: Final Paper Due Thursday this week.

Week 12 (Dec 9th)_______________________________________________________________
Final Exam: Tuesday, Dec. 9, at 1:45-3:45 p.m.  Bring 2 Green Scantrons 882e
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