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Analytical Literary Response   

Assignment:

In order to develop and appreciate the keen awareness of narrative/poetic forms, themes, images, literary styles/movements, and historical contexts, you will be asked to write 2  detailed analyses; each one must focus on one quote of your choice from that section’s reading. 

· The quote can be selected from any part of a reading assigned previous to the last written response, and it can be as short as one line or as long as an entire paragraph. 

· The focus of your analysis should be on the (literary) details of the quote (tone, voice, images, irony) and/or the narrative form as a whole (narrator, characterization, conflict). 

· Consider how form, style, structure, themes, and voice reflect the literary period. 

· Most importantly your analysis should focus very closely on the details of the quote (unpack the quote), and then it can make larger connections to the text as a whole (or related texts), course themes, literary histories, and/or personal reactions.

Requirements:

1. 2 page typed, double spaced analysis of at least 1 quote (with author’s name and page number using MLA format). Quote should be at the top of the page with the analysis following.

2. You will write 2 responses throughout the quarter corresponding with the assigned readings, literary movements, and themes covered in the course. Each response is worth 10% of your total grade for the quarter. These responses are in lieu of a long formal essay. 
3. Late submissions will lose points for every class they are late.

Example Analytical Literary Response
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Anne Bradstreet, a Woman

“If ever two were one, then surely we. If ever man were loved by wife, then thee; if ever wife was happy in a man, compare with me, ye women, if you can…My love is such that rivers cannot quench…Then while we live, in love, let’s so preserve that when we live no more, we may live ever” (Bradstreet 108).


In her poem To my Dear and Loving Husband Anne Bradstreet exposes her private self and her equal partnership with her husband in a very public way- something completely unheard of and possibly punishable in Puritanical America where women belonged to the domestic space, behind closed doors. But in this poem Bradstreet promotes the notion that she is an entity clearly capable of her own ideas, and feelings, while still embodying this idea that she is really just a part of her husband, which, may be why she was not punished. The whole poem is a break down of her relationship with her husband. It starts with the public then moves to the personal, and finally on to the eternal. 


Consider the first line, there is no sense of singularity there. She is demonstrating her connectedness with her husband. She is a good puritanical wife who sees herself as a part of her husband. This is almost like a preface for what she says next. She begins to separate herself first from other women, they cannot love as much as she does. It is a glimmering peek at the lover beneath her societal bonnet. She says that she loves him, and suddenly they are two people. 


The next line greatens the divide between them (not in feeling but in mind). She is suddenly looking at her husband, telling him that she is happy with him. This is where her poem turns to the scandalous. As a puritan woman, it is not her place to judge the merits of her husband, it is simply her job to obey. Here, Bradstreet has demonstrated that despite the way her culture has determined she should act, she cannot hide that there is a mind, a person inside her, which perhaps cannot be contained. When reading this poem I had the image of the author slowly undressing in front of her husband. She was more than the clothing, which demonstrated her compliance with her society, she had a heart and mind, and she was showing it to him.  


When Bradstreet speaks of her own personal quench, suddenly it is hard to see the other side of the proverbial street. One can no longer see her husband as really being anything more that the object of her love. She is not a part of him; suddenly he is a part of her, her own heart/mind. Here the breakdown is complete. Bradstreet has separated herself and is standing completely naked before her husband. It is similar to the idea in psychology that when a person bottles things up, those feelings tend to explode. Clearly the page was Anne Bradstreet’s canvas for those exploding feelings.


At the end of the poem Bradstreet seems to come back to the outside world as if awakening from a dream. She wants to preserve their love while they live so that when they are dead their love will be eternal. What I found interesting about this passage is the word preserve. She could have used a variance of vocabulary, but chose a word that can also be applied to a certain kind of food. For example, raspberry preserves. There is this thickness, this stuck togetherness about the word preserve, which again brings to mind that the author and her husband are one entity. Here is the re-emergence of the Puritan beliefs. She has come full circle. She has maintained her puritanical self, and also shown us that she is a woman in love. 
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Analytical Literary Response Grading Rubric

Content:

1. Literary Analysis: _________________ out of  50 points

Does the analysis focus on the details of the quote and make larger connections to the whole work?

Does the analysis consider the cultural context and the literary period?

Is the information insightful, looking beyond the obvious?

Does it probe the topic in depth or just stay on the surface? 

2. Development:  ___________________ out of 25 points

A. Is there enough information and evidence to support analysis?

B. Is the analysis comprehensive and thorough, examining all parts of the quote that are relevant?

C.  Are the ideas explained clearly with lots of detail?

Structure: 

3. Language /Organization _______________ out of 25 points



A. Is the analysis clear and easy to understand?



B. Is there clear coherence and organization of ideas?


C.  Are the grammar rules, usage, punctuation, spelling, and form all used with knowledge and competence?

D.  Is there advanced and creative use of diction and syntax?

E.  Is the tone consistent and compelling?

Total ____________ out of 100 points

