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Scene Enactment
Last 2 days of class

Acting:

Choose a scene from one of the plays read this quarter. I strongly suggest you choose a scene with 2-4 characters because of the difficulty of getting people together. Go through it as a reading, looking for Shakespeare’s clues as to how it should be performed, what actions each character should (or could be doing), and what props you might use. Try to understand each line (you might paraphrase the difficult ones), and come to some idea of the motivation and interpretation of the characters. (The class may ask questions about your choices.)

· Try to memorize the lines as best you can, but this is not required. You will want to conceal a prompt sheet somewhere in your costume or props.

· Try acting your scene with different directions, such as fast, slowly, loudly, or quietly. When you settle on an interpretation, work out details like props and costumes.

Grading:
This exercise is worth 10% of your grade.

80% will be for the actual performance, based on how much work you put into your group’s performance, the relative difficulty of the scene, the imagination and thoughtfulness of your interpretation, and your explanation to the class of your artistic strategy. 

20% will be for a short explanation you hand in the day of the performance, in which you discuss what you learned about the play from this assignment.

Groups:
You are responsible for choosing your own group. If you have a scene you’d like to do, recruit a person or people to do it with you. The last 2 days of class are allotted for only these scenes, so as soon as you know what scene you’re doing, let me know which day you would like to go – Tuesday  or Thursday  (first come first serve).

