Paper Guidelines

1. Paper Format: All papers must be typed, double spaced, on 8.5 x 11 white paper, with one inch margins, and a reasonable size font (about a 12, similar to this size paper). This is an MLA (Modern Language Association) style essay, and therefore should have your name, course name, and date on the top left hand corner of the first page, and the title centered (see pages 251-262 of the handbook for an example). Please staple your paper in the top left hand corner, and no folders or covers.

2. Formal Essay Specifications: 

- Italicize titles of whole works (books, films, journals, magazines); Quote titles of parts of a whole work (chapters, short stories, poems, songs, articles from a journal)

-  Avoid slang – (ain’t, dude, rad, bitchin)

- Avoid conversational language (Well, the narrator has a hard time changing houses.)

· No grammatical errors (Do your best and use your trusty handbook)

· Literature is written and discussed in the present tense (Brown goes to the forest).

-    When writing about literature, assume the audience has read the work. Do not retell the story

3. Organization:

- An introductory paragraph, which includes an introduction to the subject matter and the thesis statement.

- Multiple body paragraphs with topic sentences and lots of detail that directly support the thesis.

- A conclusion that does not begin a new idea or subject

- Logical transitions between paragraphs

4. Always bring two copies of your paper on the date it is due for peer editing.

Essay #1 (no outside research necessary; YOUR IDEAS)
Write a 3-4 page paper (approximately 250 words per page) on one or more of the works read in the “Innocence and Experience” unit of our text using correct MLA style format; documentation; and quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing where necessary.

Choose from one of the following suggestions:

1) Examine “Innocence,” “Experience,” or both as presented in one, two, or three of the works read for class.

Example: “The House on Mango Street,” “Young Goodman Brown,” and “Araby” all express and define the shift to experience through symbolic representations of a journey.

A. “House on Mango Street” – journey of moving from one house to another.

B. “Young Goodman Brown” – journey into the forest.

C. “Araby” – journey of train ride to the bazaar. 

2) Use the questions on page 309 as a springboard to write on one, two, or three of the works read for class. (Disregard the suggested works and use the ones from class.)

Example: Thomas Gray’s observation “where ignorance is bliss, / ‘Tis folly to be wise” applies clearly to the main characters in the tone of the last lines of each short story: “The House on Mango Street,” “Young Goodman Brown,” and “Araby.”

A. Narrator in “House on Mango Street”

B. Young Goodman Brown

C. Narrator in “Araby”

3) Analyze an aspect of one two or three of the works, which is poignant or profound (setting, character, symbol, theme, point of view, plot, etc.).

Example:  Joyce creates the setting in “Araby” to show the dark oppression of the town against the occasional light of hope.

A. Boys glowing bodies against backdrop of dark town

B. Mangan’s sister’s lighted description 

C. Hope and glimpse of light at Bazaar which goes out

Essay #2 (research necessary; MOSTLY CRITIC’S IDEAS)
Write a 3-4 page essay (approximately 250 words per page) explicating secondary sources of one of the works read in the “Culture and Identity” or “Innocence and Experience” units of our text, using correct MLA style format; documentation; and quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing where necessary.

Choose from one of the following:

1) Find three secondary sources about a chosen work that analyze some commonality and explicate them in the essay.

Example: Three critics of William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily” analyze time in the text, but with different perspectives.

A. Milinda Schwab stresses Emily’s pocket watch as the stories essence in “A Watch for Emily.” 

B. Gene Moore argues for a particular chronology of events as an answer to the understanding the story in “Of Time and Its Mathematical Progression: Problems of Chronology in Faulkner’s ‘A Rose for Emily.’”

C. John F. Birk compares the nature of stagnant time to Keats “Ode to a Grecian Urn” in his article “Tryst Beyond Time: Faulkner’s ‘Emily’ and Keats.”

2) Find two secondary sources about a chosen work and compare and contrast them in the essay.

Example: Two Critics of Alice Walker’s “Everyday Use” show conflicting interpretations of Dee’s Character.

A. First critic finds Dee to be a modern woman attempting to know her culture which society has robbed from her people.

B. Second Critic claims Dee has no true understanding of culture and is only interested in 

 fads and fashion.

Research Paper (much research necessary! YOUR AND CRITIC’S IDEAS)

Write a 6-8 page paper (approximately 250 words per page) about one or more of the works read in “Conformity and Rebellion,” “Culture and Identity,” or “Innocence and Experience” in which you develop a thesis and support that are your ideas and analysis, and then use multiple outside sources to support your points. The paper must utilize at least 5 secondary sources. In addition, the paper must include at least one summary, one paraphrase, one short quote, and one long indented quote. 

Example:

Thesis: In Trifles by Susan Glaspell, Mrs. Wright (Minnie Foster) character is reflected in the many symbols in the play.


A. The Bird symbolizes Mrs. Wright’s need to have a voice

1. Critic’s ideas

2. Critic’s ideas

B. The Birdcage symbolizes Mrs. Wright’s imprisonment in the house.

1.    Critic’s ideas

2  Critic’s ideas

C. The Quilt symbolizes Mrs. Wright’s desire for warmth and internal breakdown

1. Critic’s ideas

2. Critic’s ideas

D.  The Knot symbolizes Mrs. Wright as an enigma and riddle that the men cannot solve.


       1. Critic’s ideas

   
        2. Critic’s ideas


E. The House symbolizes Mrs. Wright’s sense of broken, disorganized self.


       1. Critic’s ideas


        2. Critic’s ideas

**** Rough Draft: Finish 3-4 pages and include at least 3 outside sources. Make sure to also have your thesis and main ideas.

