Les Miserables Discussion Questions 40-149

1. Hugo employs the literary strategy of contrasts or binaries in order to pronounce a character or situation more. Find examples of contrast in Fantine and Madame Thernadier, Cosette Fantine’s, and Valjean’s transformations, good and evil, light and dark.

2. Animal imagery is used in many sections to describe characters. Give some examples and explain the allusion.

3. Examine Javert’s sense of Justice compared to Valjean’s. How and why are they different?

4. What role does Fate versus Free Will play in the text?

5. Many critics characterize Valjean as a Christ-like figure. What areas of the text could account for this?

6. Hugo uses the color white to describe Cosette (41), Fantine (96), and Valjean (90). What symbolic value does this color bring to the characters?

7. There are many parts that are removed from the Ballantine Books abridged version of the text like Fantine’s history of romance and getting pregnant and Cosette’s detailed description of living with the Thenardier’s before Valjean comes to rescue her. Is it important to keep those elements in the reading?

8. The final chapter in “Cosette” brings us more Garden symbolism. Examine how it enhances the meaning of the text.
