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Literature and Composition/ Introduction to Fiction

From Camus to Camembert: French Literature’s Inextricable Link to Culture

Instructor:
Julie Pesano

Voice Mail at De Anza: (408) 864-8653 

E-mail Address: pesanojulie@fhda.edu

Web Page:          www.faculty.deanza.fhda.edu/pesanojulie/

Time: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00-3:00 Place: C3 / Paris
Course Description: This course will explore the works of classic French authors like Honore de Balzac, Gustave Flaubert, and Victor Hugo. In conjunction students will use the city to better understand and bring to life the cultural milieus of the works they read. We will walk the streets of the literary left bank, exploring Shakespeare and Company bookstore and famous writers cafes. We will see authors honored in statue form in the Luxembourg gardens and contemplate their impact on the French culture. And we will visit the house museums authors like Balzac and Hugo to understand the writer behind the text.

Required Texts: French Stories by Wallace Fowlie



     Les Miserable by Victor Hugo (abridged Version)



    Literary Paris: A Guide by Jessica Powell

Objectives: English Writing 1B and 1C is a five unit course. English Literature 10 is a 4 unit course.  Students will read, analyze, and write about a variety of French fictional texts. Specifically, students will:


1. Read and examine a variety of advanced texts, predominately fictional.
2.Identify and qualitatively analyze the generic aspects of fiction, including plot, point of view, character, theme, setting, and symbolism.     

3. Discover multiple interpretations of fictional text through discussion and informal writing.

4. Apply research to better understand authors and texts and present that research to the class.


5. Present understanding of texts through written essays and exams.
Grading: You are required to complete all assignments.  Formal Essays are due at the beginning of the class period on the due date.  Late papers will be penalized, the later the paper, the greater the penalty. A final grade for the course will be assigned on the basis of performance in the following areas:

Critical Essays: 20% (10% each)


Midterm Exam: 20%


Final Exam: 20%


Presentation: 20%


Quizzes: 10% (once a week, unannounced, no makeups)

Attendance and Class Participation: 10%

Attendance:
Regular class attendance is necessary for successful completion of this course – even in Paris!  Students who are absent are responsible for all announcements made, assignments given, and material covered. Students will be allowed 2 absences.  For every absence thereafter, the attendance grade will go down one letter grade. Students with 4 absences may be dropped.  In addition, 3 tardies will constitute one absence.
Participation: Collaborative learning requires your participation in group and class discussion; your class “presence” will be public and is graded regularly. Plan on being prepared and involved in class. If you remain passive, you will do poorly.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the use of ideas, facts, opinions, illustrative material, data, direct or indirect wording of another scholar and/or writer, professional or student, without giving proper credit.  If a student is found guilty of plagiarism, he/she will receive a zero for the assignment and an “F” for the course.

Welcome to the class. Please let me know if you have any questions. I look forward to working with and learning from all of you in this amazing journey we are going on. JP
Tentative Schedule (Dates and Assignments are Subject to Change)
Week 1 4/9-4/11
4/9 Introduction to Class




4/11 Read: Les Miserable by Hugo 3-39 “Fantine”




 “Victor Hugo” (from Literary Paris) 45-52




Sample Quiz

Week 2 4/16-4/18
4/16 Read Les Miserable  40-109 “Fantine” and 113-149 “Cosette”
           


 4/18 Read: Les Miserable 153-233 “Marius”
Week 3 4/23-4/25
4/23 – We arrive in Paris! Bien Venue!!!




4/25 Read: Les Mis 237-301 “Saint Denis”




Visit La Maison de Victor Hugo 1:30
4/28 Saturday Excursion to Chartres
Week 4 4/30-5/2
4/30  
Read Les Mis 305-400 “Jean Val Jean”



5/2
Essay #1 Due
Week 5  5/7-5/9 
5/7 Read: “Micromegas” by Voltaire 2-43





      “Voltaire” (from Literary Paris) 17-20 





Presentation #1

                        
5/9 “The Atheist’s Mass” by Balzac 44-81




 “Honore de Balzac” (from Literary Paris) 29-36



Visit La Maison de Balzac 1:30
Week 6 5/14-5/16
5/14  Discuss Balzac





Presentation #2




5/16 Midterm Exam
5/19 Saturday Excursion to Versaille





Week 7 5/21-5/23
5/21 Read: “The Legend of St. Julien the Hospitaler” by Flaubert 82-159






        “Gustave Flaubert” (from Literary Paris) 67-70






Presentation #3


5/23  On the town
Week 8 5/28-5/30
5/28 Memorial Day Holiday - No class




5/30 Read: “Splean of Paris” by Baudelaire 140-159





“Baudelaire” (from Literary Paris) 59-66





Presentation #4

6/1-6/3 Friday-Sunday Excursion to Normandy and Brittany
Week 9 6//4-6/6
6/4 Read “The Guest” by Camus





“Albert Camus” (from Literary Paris) 179-184





Presentation #5




 6/6 On the town
Week 10 6/11-6/13 
6/11 Essay #2 Due



6/13: 
Final Exam Le Fin!
