A Midsummer Night’s Dream Questions

Act 1:

1.  The first act and scene set the exposition, conflict, and tone. What are these and how do they foretell the play’s outcome?

2. Creating contrasting binaries is a popular device used by Shakespeare throughout his plays. Identify some contrasting elements and speculate on their purpose.
Act 2

1. How does the fairy world in Act 2 compare or contrast with the Athenian world in Act 1? (language, characters, setting, tone) 

2. Social class is clearly exhibited in the language difference between the gentry and the tradesmen. Apply a modern perspective by translating an excerpt of each. (For example: the tradesmen in 1.2 and Demetrius and Helena in 2.1) What accents would they have? What slang? Applying this same idea, how might we qualify a modern interpretation of the fairies like Titania in 2.1?

3. Recurring images that arise are the moon and dreams. Find some examples and suggest what symbolically they might represent.

4. Qualify Helena’s character. Is she pathetically desperate or patiently determined?

5. Act 2 introduces the device of the love potion. What symbolically might this represent?

Act 3

1. What assumptions does Bottom seem to make about the nature of drama? Do you think a contemporary audience would agree?

2. Puck himself has said that he is mischievous, but how mischievous is he? Why did he anoint the eye of the wrong lover?

3. How are the character’s names often appropriate?

4. What is the tone of Act 3?

5. Have the characters become more realized by Act 3?

Act 4

1. Is there a climax in this play?

2. How does the setting help reflect restored order?

3. What is ironic about Bottom’s revelations upon waking from his dream? (4.1 210)

Act 5

1. What is the purpose of the play within the play?

2. What tone does Puck’s epilogue give?

3. Overall, what are the big themes in the play?

