Elit 48A Major American Writers (Colonial and Romantic 1620-1855)

Julie Pesano

Midterm Exam 

Part I

Items Allowed:

Norton Anthology of American Literature

8.5 x11 white lined paper
Pen or Pencil
Your brain
Writing Guidelines:

-Skip every other line.

-If you make a mistake, just cross out neatly and continue.
- Name and number each page.
-Number the question on which you chose to write.
- Please! Be Legible.
- When finished, bring the answers to me and staple.

Content:

1) Objectives: Your answers should demonstrate your knowledge of the text and your analytical abilities.

2) Length: Write as much as you can in the allotted time using as many specific and detailed references to support your ideas. There is no official length as everyone’s handwriting is different so strive for comprehensive and developed answers. (Big chunky long answers, not one or two sentences).

Section A

Discovery and Conquest

Explain the political/historical/social context surrounding Christopher Columbus’ Letters and John Smith’s The General History. How do Columbus and Smith’s writings begin to identify an “American” Ideal reflected from these contexts? Explain what that ideal is and how we can connect these texts to the American landscape and American mythology. Be very specific with detailed references and quotes where possible.

Section B

Settlement and Religion (Puritans and Pilgrims)

Define Puritanism. How do Bradford, Bradstreet, and Edwards embody Puritanism (or not)? Give specific and detailed references to texts. What are some ways that the reader can understand the public self versus the private self in a Puritan world?

Good luck!
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Part II

Items Allowed:

Norton Anthology of American Literature

8.5x11 white lined paper
Pen or Pencil
Your brain
Writing Guidelines:

-Skip every other line.

-If you make a mistake, just cross out neatly and continue.
- Name and number each page.
-Number the question on which you chose to write.
- Please! Be Legible.
- When finished, bring the answers to me and staple.

Content:
1) Objectives: Your answers should demonstrate your knowledge of the text and your analytical abilities

2) Length: Write as much as you can in the allotted time using as many specific and detailed references to support your ideas. There is no official length as everyone’s handwriting is different so strive for comprehensive and developed answers. (Big chunky long answers, not one or two sentences).

Section C

Revolutionary Writings

Define the Age of Reason and how Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson’s writings reflect this new concept. Examine the cultural and political changes that brought about the Age of Enlightenment as well as the contrasts to Puritan values. Give lots of specific references to the texts.

Section D

The Emergence of Fiction

Explain the new Nationalism in American in the 1820’s and how Washington Iriving’s Rip Van Winkle and James Fenimore Cooper’s The Last of the Mohicans reflect the challenges and ideals of the times. Give lots of specific references to the texts.

