Poetry Discussion 
Introduction to Poetry

Exercise:

Quote Analyses: 

Examine the following quotes from Chapter 1 of An Introduction to Poetry. What do you think each means? Do you agree? How could you apply or incorporate such thought in our class?

1) “Poetry ought to move us. It should knock us down with the force of a boxer” (1) “If [this] happens to us, we hopefully learn to live better” (1).

2) “It’s the poet’s job to writer about life and about what it means to live better”(4).

3) “We need to attempt to see the world as a place filled with stories and poems.” “There are poems hiding all around us”(4).

4) “…the smallest and most non-heroic moments … are most human”

5) “Poems tell about our humanness and histories” (5).

6) “We have to be open to redefining our world, to be ready to view it and define it at any moment of reading” (6).

7) “Poets attempt to capture some image or vision where we all feel and think about our own and others lives” (7).

8) “Notice, slow down, how we’re living, how others feel” (7).

Exercise: 

Freewrite

Write on any of the questions on page 8 for 5-10 minutes. Don’t worry about grammar or structure. Just let your ideas flow. Then share with the class.

The Penguin Book of French Poetry
Exercise:
Analyzing Poetry
According to Jeff Knor is An Introduction to Poetry, the best way to get to understand a poem is to ask:

1) “What does that poem mean to you? Why are you reacting to it?”


What do you see, feel, and think?

2) “[R]emember to think about and know a bit about the author, what country  or region they’re from, political happenings of the time, language meaning.”

Using this strategy, discuss Victor Hugo’s life and poems.

