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Course Description 
 
This course introduces students to the methods and practices of philosophy through a rigorous investigation of 
central topics pertaining to traditional themes in moral philosophy.  Students will engage key readings and ideas 
from the history of philosophy, and will find that the themes encountered bear heavily on current issues, events and 
popular culture.   
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Students who successfully engage with the course and its content will be able to: 
 

�x Identify and analyze central questions about right action and the good life  
�x Analyze and assess solutions to these problems from a variety of philosophical traditions 
�x Articulate and defend original positions on these questions 
�x Identify applications of philosophical tools to real-world actions and decisions 

 

Course Expectations and Requirements 
 

�x Students who are considering dropping the course for personal reasons are encouraged to meet 
with me first�³ �,�·�P���K�D�S�S�\���W�R���G�R���Z�K�D�W���,���F�D�Q���W�R���K�H�O�S���\�R�X���V�X�F�F�H�H�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�O�D�V�V�������7�R���W�K�L�V���H�Q�G�����,���V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\��
encourage you to take advantage of office hours.   

�x Reading assignments are required in this course.  I understand that some of the reading will be 
challenging, and that it may not be fully understood without subsequent in-class explanation.  
Nevertheless, I expect that students will read the texts assigned.   

�x As a significant portion of the course will involve class discussion of texts, it is expected that 
students will have completed assigned readings before the corresponding class meeting.   

�x Participation in discussions will be evaluated according to the quality of student comments, and not 
quantity.  Students who demonstrate excellence in discussions will attend closely to the comments 
of other students, and offer remarks that are of relevance to the discussion at hand.  It is expected 
that students will engage one �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�·�V���L�G�H�D�V���L�Q���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�R�Q�H���L�Q���D���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O��
manner.  Neither disparaging remarks nor personal attacks will be tolerated in any way. 

�x Class discussions will frequently feature small-group work.  It is expected that students will 
participate actively in these groups. 

�x Cell phones must be turned off during class.  Students who need to leave a phone on for 
emergency purposes should let me know at the beginning of the class session.  Text messaging is 
incompatible with active participation in class activities, and will not be permitted during class time. 

 


