EWRT 211
Instructor Becky Roberts


Essay #2 Assignment:

Competition
Due:
2/4 Complete Rough Draft—organized paragraphs, 600 word minimum 

2/9 Final Draft—typed (minimum 800 words), double spaced, font size 12, 1” margins, with process work (outline, rough draft, workshop worksheet)

Topic: 
Is competition mostly a positive or a negative influence in our culture?  Why? What contexts or circumstances cause competition to become a good or bad thing? 
· In your essay, argue logically for your position using one of these readings as your main source of examples: 

“The Overachievers,” “Alpha Male Syndrome,” “Team USA,” “No Contest: Play, Fun and Competition,” “Race and Beauty in America’s Next Top Model” 

Organization:

In the introduction, provide an interesting lead-in, sketch the debate about competition and write the title of the article you will focus on (in quotation marks), name the author, and give the basic scenario of the article (2-3 sentences).  Your thesis should directly answer the essay question and offer a main reason WHY you see competition as you do.  

Each body paragraph that follows (about 4 of them) should try to prove why you think competition is mostly positive or negative based on evidence and examples from our reading. You must use at least three quotes, and “sandwich” your quotes (explained in class). One of your paragraphs (probably near the end) should show why the people who disagree with you are incorrect or not well informed. You may use one or two additional examples from your own experience, but the bulk of the evidence in your essay must come from our reading. Give some context before you present an example or quote and explain the meaning of all examples.

The conclusion should use one of these strategies: make a recommendation, make a prediction about this issue, connect to your opening example or include a relevant poetic quote. Do not repeat your points from the body of the essay.

If you need help, I’m at robertsbecky@fhda.edu  (408) 864-5764, or you can use the writing center in ATC 309
