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Introductions and Conclusions

Intro is the vehicle to transport the reader into the world of ideas you create, while the conclusion brings us back into the “real” world and helps us to see how your ideas fit into the reader’s world.
Introductions: What kind of a first impression do you want to make?
What an intro must do:

· Get readers interested
· Give some idea of the topic—usually name the text, author issue and/or controversy you’ll discuss 

· Provide any necessary background or context

· State the thesis—what your essay will prove 

4 opening moves (hooks):

1. A short narrative or description

· Gives readers something to picture, helps us to warm up to your ideas

2. Challenge a commonly held view (“Many people believe . . . but in reality . . .)
· Reaches out to readers and connects with things they already know, then convinces us we will learn something new

3. Begin with a definition—but only if you challenge the standard dictionary version
· Similar to #2, because you challenge a common idea, but this focuses on your central term 

4. Lead with a surprising fact 

· Numbers and statistics ground you in real things and convince your reader that this matters because of the number of people impacted. 

A few Don’ts
· Too Broad: “Throughout time; man has always; in today’s modern society, etc.” 

· Mechanical: “In this paper I will write” doesn’t help show that the topic matters.

· Too sudden: Jumping into thesis and examples without orientating the reader

Conclusions: What do you want to leave with readers as we exit your essay?
Most people want Conclusions to offer:

· Judgment/culmination.  Your final answer to the question you raised.  Don’t repeat the thesis, but ask again why we might want to know what your essay teaches us.   Also known as the “so what” question.
· Send-off.  Open up to relevant questions that remain unanswered.  Make a prediction or recommendation that reaches beyond your examples to their implications.
3 closing moves

1. Pursue implications—consequences or future developments, prediction or recommendation
2. Come full circle—remind us of the definition, assumption, fact or scene you opened with, and say how our perspective has shifted because of the analysis you have presented.
3. Identify Limitations—you can build your credibility and convince a couple more readers if you admit the limits are of the argument you have pursued.  It’s okay to say that you don’t have 100% of the answers on a complex topic, while reminding us that you did offer some good ideas. 

A few Don’ts
· Redundancy—in a short paper there’s no need to repeat and NEVER cut and paste your thesis.  

· Totally new point—a conclusion is not the time for new examples 
· Overstatement—it’s okay to speculate, but then don’t state as a fact

· Anticlimax—don’t retreat from everything you said; “well, maybe not;” cop out

