Auto Tech Club 2013-14
Officers:

Chris Dove – President 

Werasak Chongchareanprasert – Vice President 

Dominic Shamblen  – Secretary 

Grace Hair  – Treasurer 

Eric Estareja  – ICC Representative 

Advisors:

Michael Brandt – 408-864-8527/brandtmichael@deanza.edu

Pete Vernazza – 408-864-8216/vernazzapete@deanza.edu
Dave Capitolo – 408-864-8312/capitolodave@deanza.edu
Rick Maynard – 408-864-8704/maynardrick@deanza.edu
Auto Tech Club Member obligations:

Each Auto Tech Club member will be required to work at least one of the following club activities:

1. Flea Market – held on the first Saturday of the month.   The Auto Tech club members sell water and soda at the De Anza Flea Market and can typically make a rather effortless $500 to $1500.  There are no set dates as to when we work them as this is the ICC’s decision.  Typically 4 to 5 students are required to work an 8am to 2pm shift.   Flea markets are usually a cool way to meet other Auto Tech students and a good way to ‘get to know’ the instructors better. 

2. Ford Car Show – There are 2 shifts, typically from 7am to 11:30am and 11am to 3pm.  Approximately 20 students are needed for each event (10 each shift).   Again, this is an easy $1,000 to $1,500 for the Club. 

Everyone MUST participate in the following mandatory activities:

3. Canned Food Drive - This takes place in November and is an effort to collect as many canned foods for the local Community Services to feed a variety of people during the holiday season.   This is a great Auto Tech Club tradition that allows us to give back to the community.

4. Each student will get at least (2) Autocross donations.   This is by far, the single largest fundraiser for the Auto Tech Club.  Most if not all of these donations are deposited into the Auto Tech Club account.  Students will raise anywhere from $7,000 all the way to $10,000.   Simply put, this money pays for go-carting, Shark’s tickets, Dart/510 parts, graduation breakfast and other activities the Club participates in.  We will begin getting donations earlier this year beginning mid-April.  Hundreds of shops in the South Bay and peninsula have donated for years and are ready to hand you money.  All you have to do is walk in and ask.  It’s preferred that students physically visit each shop and ask in person.

5. Inspection Lane – this has been talked about, and almost pulled off last year, but more planning is required.  The idea is to have Auto Tech Students set up an inspection lane with patrons paying a nominal fee ($20) to have their vehicles inspected.   The money made will go directly into the Auto Tech Club account.   

Optional Participation

6. Caracci Classic Golf Tournament – Every year, Dave and Randy organize a golf tournament fund raiser. All of the money raised goes towards scholarships for Auto Tech students. Volunteers spend the day at the golf course and help with selling raffle tickets, cooking food, etc. Need to be a people-person, interaction with players a must.  This is usually the first Friday in June. 

Food and Drinks will be provided at the Flea Markets, Car Shows, Auto Cross, and Auto Cross Prep Day.

All money earned based on the above activities (except for the Caracci Classic) goes directly into the Auto Tech Club account.  This past year we spent thousands on go-carting, Sharks hockey game, Datsun 510 parts, the Dodge Dart, lights for troops in Afghanistan and a variety of lunches/bagels etc.   

Examples of activities:

1. Go-karting

2. Sharks hockey

3. Bagels and coffee

4. Various lunches 

5. Friday Night Lab – Once a month, teachers and officers keep the shop open after school so that students may work on personal projects. Shifts are from 1-5 and 5-9. Everyone stays for their whole shift and helps clean up. Know what you’re doing and don’t start a project that takes more than the Lab period. If you get in over your head, ask for help.  This is a huge benefit as you have one of the best equipped shops in the South Bay at your disposal as long as you know the equipment and or tools that you are using. 

6. Drag racing – This past year a group of students took the Dodge Dart to Sacramento Raceway Park.   If interested in racing or working on this car, see Auto Tech Club Vice President. 

7. Racing school – A few weeks before the Autocross, the Hale’s host an autocross racing school. It’s an all day class in which you learn basics and techniques for racing. Multiple hours of driving time and one-on-one instruction.

8. Autocross – You can race your own car or the Club’s 510 (If you have worked on it) in the annual Duel at De Anza. In order to drive the 510, you must attend the racing school in late April

9. Sports day with lunch

10. Camping trip – This past year we had a two day camping trip in the beginning of the year in which Auto Tech students and friends and family outside the program attended. Excellent way to get to know others that you wouldn’t get a chance to interact with. (Maybe this year we could do fishing and camping?)

11. Monster truck rally – Idea was shot down last year but it’s a possibility for this year depending on funds, timing, and interest.

Every student signed a course sequence contract. The contract requires that each student put in twenty (20) hours of community service per year. There are more than enough opportunities to fulfill that requirement. Every student should keep track of their hours using the honor system. Anyone failing to meet these requirements hurts the Club, so keep that in mind.

Please remember that when out at these events, whether it be working the Autocross or attending a Sharks game, we are representing De Anza Auto Tech and must act accordingly. We strive to uphold our Club’s extraordinary reputation, so be mindful when out in public under the Auto Tech name. 

