COMPOSITION AND READING                                      
 
 
  Ken Weisner
#2831 EWRT-1A-2YD, Spring Quarter, 2010 


 

  Office: Forum 2C

Talking Back to Media: Culture, Controversies, and Careers 
  

  Phone: 864-5797

This course is a learning community with JOURNALISM 2, Mass Communication***
  

EWRT 1A classtime: 10:30-12:15, L-42—EWRT 1A: M & W

E-mail:  weisnerken@fhda.edu OR gyre@cruzio.com
Office Hours: M & W, 12:30-1:30, Forum 2C (Tuesdays, 12:30-1:30 in ATC 309/WRC)

Hybrid Fridays: Instructor available in real time 10:30-12:15 online each Friday morning
Faculty website:  http://faculty.deanza.edu/weisnerken/
Learning Community Blog*: http://deanzamasscom.wordpress.com/
*Weekly blog entries should be posted by Friday mornings at 10:30

You’re also asked to please respond to at least three classmate blog entries before Sunday night.


***Clarification: All students taking this LinC section of EWRT 1A with Ken Weisner must also be taking simultaneously Beth Grobman’s Journalism 2, section 2-YD (T/Th 10:30-12:15 in L-42)

“Mass Communication and its Impact on Society” (#1300)

                     EWRT 1A-2YD Green Sheet, Spring 2010
Goals:  EWRT 1A is a transfer level course that prepares you to analyze college texts

and to write college papers, including successful arguments.  In this course, you will:

1.   Read with pleasure as well as critical and analytical perspective.

2.   Turn your interests and concerns into academic papers.

3.   Create your own paper topics.

4.   Organize, focus, and develop your ideas.

5.   Better manage your writing process.

6.   Use the library and the Internet for study and research.

7.   Engage primary and secondary sources responsibly.

8.   Revise and edit your own papers and offer critical feedback to others.

9.   Work on your style, grace and command as a writer.

10. Write to engage various audiences.

Requirements:

1.  Active participation in class activities and regular attendance.

2.  Full participation in JOUR 2 “Mass Communication” LinC sister-class—including weekly blogging

3.  Five papers, due April 21st, May 10th, May 24th, June 9th, and June 21st

4.  Keeping up on required reading, assignments, drafts, and revisions

            —Drafts: April 19th, May 5th, May 17th, June 7th, and June 16th

—Revisions: June 4h, June 24th
5.  Quizzes and homework as assigned

6.  Completion of “Internet Search Project” (assigned in Mass Comm) (due May 13th)

7.  Present for one of four “Critical Thinking & the Media” Symposia: 

—April 28th, May 24th, May 26th, or June 2nd

8.  At least one meeting with instructor to discuss your writing

9.  Final exam, Thursday, June 24th, 9:15-11:15: hand in final revision & any extra credit

 

Texts and supplies (required and available at De Anza College Bookstore):
            Hamilton, Tim Fahrenheit 451, The Authorized Adaptation.


Luis Valdez, Zoot Suit and Other Plays, Arte Publico Press, Houston, TX, 1992.

            Course Reader (collated handouts) (provided by instructor)


Maimon, Peritz, Yancey, The Brief McGraw Hill Handbook
            A three-ring style binder exclusively for this learning community

Grading:
Attendance and participation






 200 

Weekly Blog (10 points each)***





 100    

Four typed, formal essays  (100 points each)




 400


on MLK, Movie Review, Valdez Play, Media Controversy

One research paper***







 150

Drafts (30 points each)







 150

Internet Search Project***






   50

Symposium presentation on a media controversy



   50

Five reading quizzes and homeworks (20 points each)


             100     

          1,200

(***starred assignments also receive Mass Comm credit)

EWRT 1A Grading Scale: 

1,176 - 1,200 = A+

1,105 - 1,175 = A

1,080 - 1104 = A-

1,056 - 1,079 = B+

   984 - 1,055 = B

   960 - 983 = B-

   936 - 959 = C+

   840 - 935 = C

   720 - 839 = D

       0 - 719 = F

 

Attendance:  You must attend each of the first four classes, or I will assume that you have dropped. 

Please call and leave a message on the office phone (ext 5797) if you need to excuse yourself from a class period. Students can not miss more than two class sessions and expect to earn an A in the class, nor more than four class sessions to earn a B, with exception of very occasional circumstances okayed by the instructor. People who miss one or no classes can receive some extra credit (see below). My policy will be to automatically subtract points from late papers—up to 10% per period). Come and talk to me for any reason whatsoever, and certainly if you are having trouble of any kind. If you must stop attending this course, be reminded to go through the official college "drop" procedure, or you will receive an "F."

Form on papers:
· Always hand in drafts and all prewriting including peer feedback stapled behind final drafts. This offers 

a useful record of your process.  Revisions are added to this stack and the whole thing turned 

in. Don't discard returned papers, and always keep a copy of anything you hand in.

· Refer to McGraw Hill Handbook for any questions about citation or Works Cited using MLA method.

· For typed papers, use 12-point font and always double-space everything, including indented quotations.  

This goes for hand-written work and in-class writing too.  Blog entries and papers tuned in to TurnitIn.com will of course be single spaced.

· Hand in hard copies of all papers (except for blog comments) to Professor Weisner even if also 

submitted electronically to JOUR 2

· Italicize titles of books, CDs, plays, movies, collections of poems or essays, newspapers, or 

magazines—the big stuff. Put quote marks around titles of particular essays, stories, poems, songs, 

articles, episodes, chapters, or scenes—the little stuff.

· If a quotation is four lines or more, indent ten spaces from the left and use the "block quote" method 

(no quotation marks).

 

Plagiarism:
If you use the ideas or words of others in any way, simply give them credit immediately, in writing.

We will practice the “correct” ways to credit and cite sources; see pp. 38-50 of your textbook. 

If you plagiarize, you will receive an automatic zero on the assignment in question,

which could put your course grade in jeopardy.  You will also need to discuss the incident

with me as well as an academic counselor.

 

Cell Phones: All cell phones should be turned off and put away while you are in the classroom.

If you are expecting an emergency call and need to keep your cell phone on, please let me know before class and put it on “vibrate.”  If you accidentally leave your cell-phone on and it does ring while you are in class, turn it off immediately—don’t check in class to see who called and/or stand up to leave the classroom to check or to return the call. Instead, wait for a designated break. Thanks!

 

Extra Credit Opportunities: 50 points maximum.
· Attend all classes in their entirety: 20 pts.  Miss only one class: 10 pts.

· Up to 10 points: Send a letter-to-the-editor to La Voz about some pressing campus or other local issue, or a current issue that is important to you and is related to mass media’s impact on society. E-mail the letter to La Voz and CC Professor Weisner.  Don’t wait until the last minute when the newspaper isn’t publishing anymore.

· Up to 20 points for completing the  Cross Cultural Partners Program (see http://www.deanza.edu/ccpartners/), talking with your partner about the media in the other culture, and turning in, at the end of the quarter with the Workbook, the CCP log and a 2 page paper on what you learned about the mass media or mass communication in your partner’s culture.

· Up to 20 points for 10+ hours of work in volunteer position at a non-profit agency that involves some aspect of mass media or communication skills. You will turn in a 2 page paper on what you did, what you learned, and how you used communication skills, along with confirmation of your 10 (or more) hours work from your supervisor or other proof of your work.

***

Class Blog Instructions:  http://deanzamasscom.wordpress.com
Information taken from Beth’s website at http://faculty.deanza.edu/grobmanbeth/stories/storyReader$1043:

Each student will host his or her own blog on Wordpress.com and respond to 10 assigned questions, one a week, due by 10:30 a.m. on Fridays. There will be a link on the class blog page (http://deanzamasscom.wordpress.com) to each student's blog.

The weekly blog questions are listed below. Please don't integrate a personal blog with your class blog, and keep your assignments clearly labeled by week and subject.

Blogs, unlike social media or texting, should use full words, full sentences and high-level vocabulary similar to a college paper. Vulgar language is OK, but only in context. For example, if you are commenting on the use of vulgar language on a TV show or in a movie, you may refer to specific words. However, if you are  writing your reaction to something, do not punctuate your language with vulgar words or Internet slang. Keep the level of discourse high.

To set up your blog:

   1. Go to http://www.wordpress.com

   2. Select: Sign up now

   3. For your username, use the first two letters of your last name, your first name (or nickname) and the word media. For example, the president would use ObBarackMedia)

   4. Chose your own password, confirm it, type in your e-mail address and check the legal box.

   5. Leave the "Gimme a blog!" box selected.

   6. Select: Next

   7. On the next page, make note of your blog domain. You may change your title if you like, or leave it as is. Uncheck the "privacy" box if you don't want your blog to be searchable on Google.

   8. Select: Signup

   9. An e-mail will be sent to you with instructions on how to activate your blog.

  10. Select the link in your email. Type in your username and password. Your account is now active.

  11. Your blog page will be: http: / / wordpress.com/YourUserNameMedia (e.g., http: / / wordpress.com/ObBarackMedia) without the extra spaces.

  12. E-mail your name and your blog URL, including the "http://" to: grobman@fhda.edu. Write STUDENT in the subject line.

To make a blog entry:

   1. Go to your blog page. It will be at: http: / / wordpress.com/YourUserNameMedia (without the extra spaces)

   2. Select: New Post

   3. Write the blog title in the box on top, and write your comments in the larger box. (You may type in the box or copy and paste.)

   4. Select: publish
