EWRT 200-05: Fundamentals of Writing
Spring, 2006, #2695

M & W 1:30-3:40, L-46

Ken Weisner: Forum 3G, 864-5797

Office Hours: Mon/Wed 12:30-1:30, Thurs: 1:30-2:30

Tue: 1:30-3:00 in WRC (SC3) 
E-MAIL:  weisnerken@fhda.edu 
Also, home:  gyre@cruzio.com

Faculty website: http://www.deanza.fhda.edu/faculty/weisner
Home page:  http://members.cruzio.com/~gyre/ken/
Additional Available Support Services:

Writing and Reading Center:  SC3, Wallis Leslie, 864-5840

Tutorial Center: L-47, Diana Alves de Lima, 864-8682

Renee McGinley, Academic Adviser: McGinleyRenee@ -- 408-864-5865

An academic adviser helps you with educational planning, transfer requirements, applications for degrees and petitions to Academic Council.

Adrienne Pierre Charles, Counselor: PierreAdrienne@fhda.edu,  408-864-8784

A counselor helps you with educational counseling (e.g., selection of a major, study skills, time management), career counseling (e.g., assessment of skills, development of career plans), and personal counseling (stress management, resolution of problem areas, relationship counseling, referrals).

Financial Aid: 864-8718

Course Goals:  In EWRT 200, we will

1. Read carefully; annotate and discuss texts.

2. Write paragraphs that are well organized and supported.

3. Write and revise papers for content, structure, style. 

4. Make use of various pre-writing techniques including directed freewriting, 

    listing, clustering, brainstorming.

5. Write grammatical sentences and understand how your sentences work.

6. Write with sentence variety.

7. Punctuate sentences correctly.

8. Work to increase vocabulary.

9. Type assignments and practice word processing.

10. Write approximately 500 words a week.

Course Requirements: 

1.  Attend class regularly and on time.

2.  Do your best to fully participate in class discussions and activities.

3.  Five papers, app. 3 pages each = 500-750 words, due 4/24, 5/8, 5/31, 6/14, 6/26.

4.  Drafts of papers due 5/1, 5/24, 6/7.  Revisions due: 6/19, 6/28

5.  Keep up on reading, writing, and homework assignments, including vocabulary. 

6.  At least one conference with instructor also required. 

7.  Please see tutor weekly if advised!

8.  Final Exam (1:45-3:45—note unusual time—Wednesday, June 28th).

Texts and supplies: always bring these to class!
1. EWRT 200 Course Reader (available at Printing Services)

2. Buss, Fran Leeper. Journey of the Sparrows (Available at Bookstore) (used 5/1-5/24)

3. A college dictionary, paper, pens.

4. A ring-binder style notebook just for this class.
Grades: This is a "Pass/No Pass" course!

Pass = 70% = 700 points or more; No Pass = less than 70% = less than 700 points

Papers (100 points each) 



[500]

Quizzes & Homeworks: 10 x 15 points each 
[150]

Revisions and drafts: 5 x 20 points each

[100]

Final exam: 





[  50]

Participation and attendance: 



[200]




     




     

         _______








1,000

Notes:
You must attend each of the first four classes, or I may assume that you have dropped.  Please call and leave a message on the voice mail (864-5797) if you need to excuse yourself from a class period.  You might also e-mail me. Students who miss more than three classes are not guaranteed to pass the course.  Always feel free to e-mail or come and talk to me if you are having trouble of any kind.  If for any reason you must stop attending this course, be reminded to go through the official college "drop" procedure, or you would receive an "F." 

You should be enrolled in the concurrent one unit “EWRT 150” “Lab.”  Keep me informed about what section you are enrolled in and how it is going for you. This lab “complements” our course and is important—essential—as you get ready for the next steps, EWRT 100B and 1A.

All papers including drafts should be typed and double-spaced. The computer labs in ATC 102 and 103 are available to English students to word-process class assignments.  On certain days (see course schedule), we will meet there as a class, but you should feel free to explore this space on your own as well. Lab computers also allow you to work on grammar and ESL websites as well as do research.  If you are uncomfortable with typing, consider taking a keyboarding class!

Tutorial services in the new WRC (SC3) and in L47 (tutorial) are vital resources for you.  There you can get free private tutoring as well as sign up for skills workshops and classes. I will be referring many of you to tutors over the next couple of weeks and recommending various skills classes and workshops as well.  You can also “drop in” at the WRC (in SC3) on your own for help.  Their hours are M&T from 8-4 and W&Th from 11-7.
If the price of books is a problem. see Ken (or call financial aid directly) about book grants and loans available to students who are already on financial aid.  I need to know if you are having trouble buying the books for financial reasons so that I can help you set up a plan that works for you to succeed.  Without your own books and supplies, it is nearly impossible to keep up with a college workload.

Plagiarism:  Make sure that you do not borrow or copy any words or ideas from others without a very clear and exact acknowledgment  that you are doing so.  There are proper ways to do this (MLA citation, for example).  Plagiarism is a very serious problem and offense. Just do your own original work. If you plagiarize, you will flunk that assignment—and possibly the whole course.  Plagiarism is counterproductive, unethical—and can ruin your whole year!

EWRT 200-05: Fundamentals of Writing
Spring, 2006, #2695

M & W 1:30-3:40, L-46

Ken Weisner: Forum 3G, 864-5797

Office Hours: Mon/Wed 12:30-1:30, Thurs: 1:30-2:30

Tue: 1:30-3:00 in WRC (SC3)

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE (**indicates homework due that day)

April 10

Course overview & Introductions.




Overview of "The Writing Process."

April 12

Discuss: Concrete Language (Reader, 188-191)




"Subjects and Verbs" (Reader, 192-196)




Read in class: "The Sanctuary of School"




In-class writing: Sanctuaries.
April 17

I'll hand back in-class writings and assign "paper #1."




Reader: "What is a Sentence"? (192-199).




**Homework due today: do pg. 199, Reader.




**Also, read "Mericans" (Reader 67-69)

April 19

We will meet in classroom but walk together over to

ATC 102 for a computer-classroom/lab orientation.




Counselor/Financial Aid orientations today.




**Read "The Bridge" (Reader, 93)

April 24

**Turn in paper #1:  2-3 pages, typed, with rough draft, 




comments attached. In class: begin paper #2, Portrait.




Discuss Reader, 200-207; we'll do exercises in class.




Thursday symposium roles assigned.

April 26

**Please complete pg. 208 of reader.




**Portrait Symposium.  Read for class: "'See Spot Run': Teaching My 



Grandmother to Read," (Reader, 99-102); "Frightened By Loss," (103-104); 




 and "They Shut My Grandmother's Room Door" (105-107).

May 1


**Draft of portrait paper due today: Bring three 




 copies of a three page, typed essay for peer feedback.




**Do pp. 211 in Reader (correct run-togethers)




Begin Journey of the Sparrows unit.




Bring novel to class next four weeks (through May 24th)




(We'll read chapter one aloud in class)  

May 3


We will meet in ATC 102 to computer-classroom/lab.




**Read chapters 2-3 of Journey of the Sparrows




**Complete pg. 219 in Reader (phrases and clauses)




Conferences with instructor available next week; sign up for time.
May 8


**Final draft of paper #2 Due today: Portrait.



 As always, attach rough draft and peer feedback.




**Read chapters 4-6 of Journey of the Sparrows.
May 10

**Read chapters 7-8 of Journey...




Introduce Expository Paragraph (Reader, 267)




(Read poem by Marjorie Agosin, 121)

May 15

**Read chapters 9-11 of Journey...




In class: introduce sentence combining.

May 17

**Read chapters 12-13 of Journey...




Assign Paper #3: Journey of the Sparrows




**Complete page 215 in Reader (commas to separate)




P.I.E. paragraphs
(ATC 102 available today)

May 22

**Complete Journey of the Sparrows.




Begin Paper #3.  P.I.E. paragraphs review.

May 24

**Rough Draft, Paper #3: Journey of the Sparrows



Bring three copies of this 3-5 page typed essay 




for peer feedback.

May 29

Memorial Day Holiday
May 31
 
**Final Draft, Paper #3: Journey of the Sparrows.



(attach drafts and peer feedback sheets)




Begin Unit Four: opinion Paper




ATC 102 Available today.

June 5


Work on opinion paper today (readings TBA).




(Poems by Pat Mora, p. 120)

June 7


**Opinion Paper Draft due today (three typed 

copies of 3 page paper for peer feedback)




**Debate in class.

June 12


Discuss selected poems (TBA) (Roethke, 130) 




 (Soto, 123), (Rodriguez 124), (Lucille Clifton 135)

(Li-Young Lee, 125-128), (Janice Mirikitani, 131-132), 

(Langston Hughes, 139)

June  14

**Opinion Paper (#4) due today.




Continue discussion of poems from reader (TBA)




Work on poem presentations today.





Review sentence combining. Review P.I.E Paragraph.




ATC 102 Available today.

June 19


**First revision due no later than today.

Continue work on poem presentations.

Grammar review, sentence combining.




Final conferences available next week (sign up).

June 21


Review for grammar and paragraph writing final today.

Present poems (individually or in groups) to class.

June 26   

Last regular class period: 




Complete poetry presentations.

**Paper #5 due today: poem interpretation.

Continue final exam review.
June 28 

**SPECIAL FINAL EXAM TIME: 1:45-3:45 p.m.




**Revision (at least one is required) due no later than exam time. 
