February 14, 2003

TO:

John Lovas



Professor, English

FROM:
Andrew LaManque



De Anza College Research and Planning Officer

SUBJECT:
Composition and Reading Course Success Rates

Please find attached the information you requested for a presentation you were giving on teaching methods.  Figure 1 compares student course success rates in Composition and Reading (EWRT001A) distance learning sections (those sections designated with a “Z” in the section code) compared to all other sections.


End of term data for all Composition and Reading sections was examined for the fall terms 2000, 2001, 2002.   As indicated in Figure 1 below, the non-distance learning sections (“All Other”) had a higher percentage of grades awarded as either A, B, or C, (labeled as “Pass”) than did the distance learning sections, in each of the terms.


Please note that the distance learning section designator (Z) includes all courses taught through the distance learning office and covers a variety of teaching formats.  Also, as indicated on the footnote in Figure 1, additional research would be needed to conclude with a high degree of confidence that the distance-learning format at De Anza College contributes to a different rate of learning success than traditional or other hybrid formats.  If you would be interested in such an analysis please submit a request and I will arrange for us to meet to discuss a research design.
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Note:  Using the standard definition of pass rates, it appears that Distance Learning Sections have a lower percentage of students

  who pass EWRT001A.  However, given the differences in the number of students in the Section Groups, further investigation

  would be recommended to determine whether the differences are caused by chance only.

Withdrew

Did Not Pass

Pass

Grades in Compositiona and Reading (Ewrt001A) at De Anza College

Distance Learning Sections Compared to All Other Sections

Fall Terms 2000, 2001, 2002

Total Grades


� EMBED Excel.Sheet.8  ���








PAGE  
1

[image: image2.wmf]Figure 1

Term

Section Group

#

% Total

#

% Total

#

% Total

#

% Total

2000F

DL Sections-end in Z

51

65%

8

10%

20

25%

79

100%

All Other Sections

820

82%

57

6%

127

13%

1004

100%

2001F

DL Sections-end in Z

79

72%

11

10%

20

18%

110

100%

All Other Sections

825

82%

57

6%

129

13%

1011

100%

2002F

DL Sections-end in Z

82

65%

11

9%

33

26%

126

100%

All Other Sections

867

83%

50

5%

122

12%

1039

100%

De Anza Research, 2-6-03; EWRT001A.xls

Note:  Using the standard definition of pass rates, it appears that Distance Learning Sections have a lower percentage of students

  who pass EWRT001A.  However, given the differences in the number of students in the Section Groups, further investigation

  would be recommended to determine whether the differences are caused by chance only.

Withdrew

Did Not Pass

Pass

Grades in Compositiona and Reading (Ewrt001A) at De Anza College

Distance Learning Sections Compared to All Other Sections

Fall Terms 2000, 2001, 2002

Total Grades

_1106639670.xls
Sheet1

								Figure 1

								Grades in Compositiona and Reading (Ewrt001A) at De Anza College

								Distance Learning Sections Compared to All Other Sections

								Fall Terms 2000, 2001, 2002

														Pass						Did Not Pass						Withdrew						Total Grades

								Term		Section Group				#		% Total				#		% Total				#		% Total				#		% Total

								2000F		DL Sections-end in Z				51		65%				8		10%				20		25%				79		100%

										All Other Sections				820		82%				57		6%				127		13%				1004		100%

								2001F		DL Sections-end in Z				79		72%				11		10%				20		18%				110		100%

										All Other Sections				825		82%				57		6%				129		13%				1011		100%

								2002F		DL Sections-end in Z				82		65%				11		9%				33		26%				126		100%

										All Other Sections				867		83%				50		5%				122		12%				1039		100%

								De Anza Research, 2-6-03; EWRT001A.xls

								Note:  Using the standard definition of pass rates, it appears that Distance Learning Sections have a lower percentage of students

								who pass EWRT001A.  However, given the differences in the number of students in the Section Groups, further investigation

								would be recommended to determine whether the differences are caused by chance only.





Sheet2

		





Sheet3

		






