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Parts of a Sentence

A sentence needs two minimum grammatical components: 

A subject and a verb.  
So far so good.  But what exactly is a verb?

Common definition:  A verb shows action or a state of being

Most everyone agrees on the above definition, but is it a helpful one?

Consider the following sentence:

Sample sentence: Taking dangerous risks seems to frighten most hardworking people.

Which words are action words?  Well, let’s underline the ones that show or imply some action.

Possible action words:   Taking dangerous risks seems to frighten most hardworking people.

You may argue, and with reason, that not all of these words indicate action to you.  But even if you only see taking and hardworking as action words, you still won't be able to find a verb--because the verb in this sentence is not an action word at all.  Nor is it clearly a state of being.  And anyway, what exactly is a state of being?  It’s tough to define.  So how do you find a verb?

A Working Definition of Verbs

Verbs always tell the time (also called the tense) of the sentence.  The easiest way to find a verb in a sentence is to change the time of the sentence and find the word that changes.

How do you do this?  Well, choose some time words for the past and future, such as Last year  or In the past  or Next year  or In the future.  Then put them in front of the sentence you are trying to find the verb in and see which word changes.  Let's take our previous sentence:

(Last year) Taking dangerous risks seems to frighten most hardworking people.

It doesn't look right or sound right.  Seems would have to change to seemed.  That means that seems is the verb in the sentence because it's the word that carries or indicates the time.

** Verbs are sometimes action words, but the problem is that lots of words can show action, such as nouns, adjectives, and adverbs.  And verbs don't always show action.  Seems is not an action word.  So the action rule is not a helpful one as you identify verbs.  

*  An important note:  You will notice that some verbs seem to consist of two words:  

Example:  I am hoping to change jobs soon.

The complete verb is am hoping  but the important verb to look for is the part that carries the time of the sentence.  

A (verb + ing) is never a main verb in a sentence all by itself.  A (to + verb) is never the main verb in the sentence.

Exercise 1
Identifying verbs

Change the following sentences to the future or past to find the word.  If you try past, and the word doesn't change, then the sentence may already be in the past, so the verb won't change.  Then try the future.

Example:



(will take)

(Next year) I took a big risk in applying for a new job in the same company.  Took would change to will take so took is the verb.




     (wanted)

(In the past) I never want to see that look on her face again.  Want would change to wanted so want is the verb.

1.  We hear a lot of talk about the American melting pot.

2.  Here, in our current neighborhood, it exists.

3.  But in other neighborhoods, people raised their children to reject their cultures.

4.  The newspapers are full of stories about hatred and violence.

5.  The old immigrants have suspicions about the new immigrants.

6.  The new immigrants think that the old ones are bigots. 

7.  In our first neighborhood, I lived near a lot of old Italians.

8.  They complained about the other groups living in the area.

9.  They never blamed me for anything.

10.  They liked me.   So I was not one of "the others."

Exercise 2

Finding Verbs

Read the following paragraph again and underline the verbs.   Some sentences will have more than one verb.


Cartoon superheroes are made up of a number of common traits.  They have extraordinary powers and abilities.  They vary greatly, but superhuman strength, the ability to fly and the ability to project energy are often common.  Batman and Green Hornet possess no superpowers but they know martial arts.  Most superheroes risk their own safety in the service of good.  Many refuse to kill an opponent, even though they threaten the safety of others.  Many superheroes use a descriptive or symbolic code name.   A supporting cast of characters includes the hero’s friends and family.  Superheroes often have a secret headquarters or base.  Female characters include Invisible Girl, and Marvel Girl.  Some examples of non-Caucasian characters are the Black Panther, Shang Chi and Cyborg.  

Finding Subjects

Rule #3  Finding subjects is easy once you have found the verb in the sentence. Subjects usually come before verbs.  The subject is the word that you find when you ask the question

     (Who or What)  +  (Verb)  + (The rest of the sentence)?

Let's take our first example:

Taking dangerous risks seems to frighten most hardworking people.

What  + Verb + The rest of the Sentence?

(What) seems to frighten most hardworking people?

The answer is:  Taking dangerous risks.

So Taking dangerous risks is the subject of the sentence.  Let's go back to exercise #1 where you already found the verbs and find the subjects of those verbs.

Finding Subjects

Exercise #1


  Verb

1.  We hear a lot of talk about the American melting pot.


(Who) hears a lot of talk about the American melting pot?


Answer:  We = Subject

2.  Here, in our neighborhood, the melting pot exists.


(What) exists?


Answer:  The melting pot = Subject

3.  But in other neighborhoods, people raised their children to reject their cultures.

4.  The newspapers are full of stories about hatred and violence.

5.  The old immigrants are suspicious of the new immigrants.

6.  The new immigrants think that the old ones are bigots. 

7.  In our neighborhood, I lived near a lot of old Italians.

8.  My Italian neighbors complained about the other groups living in the area.

9.  They never blamed me for anything.

10.  They liked me.  Therefore, I was not one of "the others."

Rule #4  The subject of a sentence can never be found within a prepositional phrase.  Prepositions are little words that introduce nouns.  Here is a list

About

Above

Across


After

Against
Along


Among
Around
As


At

Before

Behind


Below

Beneath
Beside


Between
Beyond
By


Down

During
Except


For

From

In


Inside

Into

Like


Near

Next

Of

Off


On

Out

Over


Past

Since

Through


To

Toward
Under


Until

Up

With


Without




Prepositional phrases are a combination of a preposition + a noun

Examples:

In our neighborhood

To the best

Of my ability

Finding Subjects in Prepositional Phrases

Exercise #2

Part A.  Put brackets around the prepositional phrases in the following paragraph.  The first sentence is done for you.


[At the age] [of twelve] I won the swimming award [at the Lions Camp] [for Crippled Children].  When my name echoed over the PA system the girl in the wheelchair next to me grabbed the speaker of my hearing aid and yelled, "You Won!"  I was the only physically unencumbered child in a sea of braces and canes.  I was ashamed of this, so I limped on my way to the stage.  The truth was that I was ashamed of my handicap.  I wanted to be in the same category as the girl who had lost her leg in an accident.  In my eyes deafness was not a desirable handicap.

Part B.  Now underline the verbs in the paragraph above.  Remember to change the time (use the future time phrase).  Remember also that a verb + ing  is not a main verb because it does not carry the time of the sentence. 

Part C.  Now underline the subjects.   Remember that subjects cannot be found in prepositional phrases. 

Finding Subjects

Exercise #4

Underline all the subjects and verbs in the following paragraph.


The Giver is the story of Jonas and his world.   Jonas has a traditional family.  All of the people in Jonas’s community do the same things.  In a ritualistic ceremony, people in the Community are assigned different roles.  Some of the roles are care giver, doctor and nurturer.  At dinner, Jonas's sister Lily tells about an experience that caused her to get angry.  Jonas and Lily’s father is worried about a baby who is not acting happy and serene.   Jonas is worried about the ceremony when he will find out about his vocation.  Before this ceremony, Jonas goes to his volunteer job.  At the ceremony, Jonas is uncomfortable because he seems to be ignored.  Soon, though, he hears of his special assignment.  Along with his family, the rest of the community reacts with shock and amazement.  After they all leave the ceremony, Jonas notices that people start to act a little distant and strange.  

Present Tense Subject and Verb Agreement

When are you supposed to use the present tense?  We use it for the following:

1. Activities or events that occurring in the present.

2. Summarizing pieces of writing, films, plays.

3. Stating ongoing opinions, beliefs, habits, and facts 

An important rule to know is that in the present tense subjects and verbs have to agree in number.  That means that the verb will either have an s on the end of it or not, depending on the subject. Here is a simple formula:

Singular Subjects and Verbs

Subject (No S)

+


Verb (+ S)

Singular







No s on the end (is not plural)

Always ends in S


He/She/It





(is, has)









(was = only past 









singular)

Plural Subjects and Verbs

Subject (+S)

+


Verb (No S)

Plural







Has s on the end (is plural)


No S on the end

I/You/We/They




(have, are)









(were = only past 









plural)

Example:  


(sing.)       (sing.)

(plural)
      (plural)


Dr. Miller (says) that women and men (have) differences other 
than just biological ones.
Present Tense Exercise #1

Put the correct form of the present tense verb in parentheses in the blank following the subjects.

1.  (do)   Women


 like to talk on the phone with 

    
      friends. 
2.  (have)
My brother


 a girlfriend.

3.  (speak)
  She never


 unless people 





   to her first. 

4.  (Recognize)  My best friend 


 many differences in 

      the ways men and women think. 

5.  (be: is, am, are)  The stereotype 

 that girls 


 


   more likely to gossip.  

Present Tense Exercise 2

Find and underline the subjects and verbs in the following paragraph.  The verbs should all be in the present tense.  Correct the subject-verb agreement problems.


Dr. Miller state in her article that men and women is different emotionally and physically.  She believes that men avoids emotional issues, but women are more compassionate and sensitive.  Miller face the fact about the two different sexes.  They acts and thinks very differently about ways of communication.  Women tends to looks at problems in several different ways but men looks at problems objectively only.  I knows that this point are quite true in the U.S. because the husband always talk about sports while the wife want to talk about relationships and feelings.  Men generally makes a lot of jokes and they likes to talk in public, but woman are much more serious and they hardly ever speaks in public.
Past Tense Errors

You have already learned that time is a very important element of verbs.  There are three main time frames in English:  Past, Present, and Future.  The following information concerns some problems writers occasionally have with the past and future.

Present:  Indicates experiences and events that are occurring now.   It is also the tense we use to express opinions and state facts.

Past:  Indicates experiences and events that are over and done with in the past.  Regular past tense verbs have an -ed ending.

Examples of Regular Present and Past Verb Forms

Present



Past

ask




asked

grab




grabbed
(notice that the last letter is

start




started
doubled when the vowel

stop




stopped
before it does not sound the walk





walked
way the vowel is said alone.) 








There are also lots of irregular verbs

Examples of Irregular Present and Past Verb Forms

Present



Past

is/am




was

are




were

has/have



had

do




did

get




got

leave




left

teach




taught

think




thought

Past Tense Proofreading:  When you write about your experiences in the past, you need to check and make sure all the verbs are in the correct past form.  

Correcting Subjects and Verbs

Past Tense Exercise

Remember that you should not use the present tense unless you are writing about something that is fact, opinion, currently in existence, or habit.  The following paragraph is a story of something that happened to someone in the past.  All the verbs should be in the past tense.  Underline all of the verbs in the following passage and check to see if they are in the correct past tense or if they need to be corrected. Use your dictionary to check the correct forms.


My family and I just move to San Francisco.  I was in the 2nd grade when I meet my best friend John Nguyen.  He teaching me how to play dodge ball and basketball.  We share lots of things together and trusted each other as friends.  I tag along with him wherever he goes and I got to know him very well.  Back then I didn't have lots of friends but John introduce me to his other friends.  I got to know them very well but John is the one I trust and that is why he is my best friend.  School was over and summer just started.  We really don't have much to do so I kick back with John and his friends.  I expect some action but when I got there they are just sitting around.  I ask John if he has any ideas.  So he says he has an idea.  We go to a store.  We were outside the store when he told me we are going to steal some toys.  Well I went along with his plan thinking it is just for fun.  I walk along with my best friend.  We got to the toy section.  John took one toy and told me to hide it.  He grab another toy to hide for himself.  When we get outside two men stop us.  I knew and John knew that we have been arrested.

PARTICIPLE ERRORS

Other common -ed errors don’t have anything to do with tense or time. They come from words that follow the time words in a sentence.

1.  The Have rule

Rule:  Any form of the verb have must be followed by the past participle of a verb.


I have written to this pen pal for years.


I had spoken to him before.


She has been seeing him.(notice that the past participle follows has 



and the present participle follows been( a form of to be)


To have told a lie is the worst shame of all.


Having traveled all over the world, she knows many countries
Find the past tense and past participles for the following verbs.

Verb

Past Tense

Past Participle

Present Participle

1.  Begin












2.  Break












3.  Choose












4.  Do













5.  Fly













6.  Give












7.  Hide












8.  Ride












9.  Ring












 Active Voice

In the active voice, the subject is the doer or causer of the verb.


The view from the hotel disappoints me.  (The view is causing the 


disappointment)

The story of the Titanic is very interesting to millions of fans.  (The 
story of the Titanic is causing the interest.)

I am driving the car.  (I am doing the driving.)

**Rule :  When you use some form of the verb to be in the active voice the following verb has to end in -ing (present participle)

Forms of To Be:
  Is      Am      Are      Was      Were      Being      Been      Be

Correct:  


He is teaching a class so that the students can be learning enough to 


pass the proficiency tests.
Incorrect:  


The student is hoped that the book is interested enough for the 


student to read.

The important thing to remember here is that you must use an active verb when the subject is causing or doing the verb.

Passive Voice

In the passive voice, the subject is no longer the doer or causer of the verb.  

 In the passive voice the verb becomes passive when you use 

( a combination of the verb to be 

Is      Am      Are      Was      Were      Being      Been      Be

( and the past participle.

          
        (to be) (past participle)


The audience was horrified by the cruel and needless deaths.  (The 


audience wasn’t causing the horror; the deaths were causing the 



horror.)


    
   (to be) (past participle)


Cigarettes are considered dangerous.  (Cigarettes can’t consider 


anything; someone else is considering them dangerous.)

Remember:  The passive voice consists of a subject, some form of the verb to be, and the past participle.  

When you are deciding whether to use the present or the past participle of the verb following some form of the verb to be, you have to decide if the subject is the doer or the causer of the verb or not. 

If the subject is the doer or causer, use an active verb.

If the subject is not the doer or the cause, use a passive verb.

.

Adjectives Formed From Participles
Rule:  Present and past participles can become adjectives.  To decide whether you need to use the present or past participle, decide if the noun you are describing is the causer of the adjective or not.  Use the present participle to describe nouns that are causing the qualities:


My embarrassing brother made me reluctant to go back.  


(The brother causes the embarrassment)

Use the past participle to describe nouns when something or someone else is causing or doing the thing the adjective describes.


The bored audiences left the theater long before the movie was over.  (The audience didn’t cause the boredom; the movie did.

Exercise:

Correct all errors of past tense and past participles that should be in the following paragraph (Adjectives formed from passive verbs, passive verbs, and forms of verbs following "have."


Stereotypes are form all over the world even though people don't think they are prejudice.  People have learn to stereotype since the time they were borned.  Martin Luther King Jr. fight for his whole life for his oppress people as he practice non-violent resistance to the consistently practice racism in the United States.  After he was ordain, he achieve national fame because he leads the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott in 1955.   His "I Have A Dream" speech was deliver in 1963 to an audience who had assemble in Washington, D.C.  The speech was intend to win the support of Congress and the president for civil rights legislation.  It was King's most carefully craft speech which he had work on and worry about for days and weeks before he finish.  It is consider one of the most move speeches of all times.  Martin Luther King, Jr. was award the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for his outstand work.
Run-together Sentences and Sentence Joining


Run-together Sentences occur when you punctuate two or more sentences as if they were one sentence.  When you put a comma between them, there is still an error because commas do not grammatically separate two complete sentences.  Why do run-together sentences occur? Because people think that two closely related ideas must be the same sentence.  

Ex.  I rebelled against my mother, my family got very angry with me.

This is a run-together sentence because there are two grammatically complete ideas here, with two subjects and two verbs.  This is a also sometimes called a comma-splice error.

Ex.  I rebelled against my mother, my family got very angry with me.

Here is a run-together sentence (sometimes called a run-on sentence) that does not have a comma:


Ex:  I did not join the gang I was afraid of getting into trouble in 


school.

Ways to correct run-together sentences.

1.  Put a period between the sentences and capitalize the first letter of the second sentence.

I rebelled against my mother.  My family got very angry with me.

2.  Put a semi-colon between the two sentences.  The first letter of the second sentence is always lower case after a semi-colon.

I rebelled against my mother;  my family got very angry with me.

3.  The third and the best way to correct run-together sentences is to use a logical joining word in between them.  Why is it the best way?  It is the best way because you are then helping the readers by showing them what you think the relationship between the sentences is.  You are telling the readers what you mean rather than leaving it up to them to supply the relationship.  It is also the best because you don't end up with a lot of short and choppy sentences.

There are two kinds of logical joining words that will correct run-together sentences.

Coordinating conjunctions:
There are only seven coordinating conjunctions.  The easiest way to remember them is with the silly word that is made up of the first letter of each, FANBOYS.


FOR

shows a cause relationship.


AND

shows an addition relationship.


NOR

shows the addition of negatives.


BUT

shows a contrast relationship.


OR

shows an alternative relationship.


YET

shows a contrast relationship.


SO

shows a result relationship.

Punctuate sentences joined by coordinating conjunctions with a comma before the coordinating conjunction.

I rebelled against my mother, and my family got very angry with me.

It is acceptable to leave out the commas if the sentences you are joining are short.  It is also acceptable to separate the two sentences and begin the second with the coordinating conjunction.  Do this only rarely--for effect.

Subordinating Conjunctions

Time:



As    Before   After  When   Whenever  As soon as 





Since    Until    As long as    By the time    While 

Contrast:


Although    Though    Even though    Even if 






Whereas

Condition:


If    Unless

Cause/Effect


Because    Since    As     So that

Other common subordinators:  

Whether     Wherever    As if  








As though      The next time

Subordinating conjunctions can join two sentences at the beginning of the ideas:


When I rebelled against my mother,  my family got very angry with 


me.

Put a comma after the first idea when the subordinating conjunction joins two ideas at the beginning.

Or subordinating conjunctions can join two sentences between the two ideas:


I rebelled against my mother even though my family got very angry 


with me.

There is no comma if the subordinating conjunction joins between the two ideas.
**The following words are subordinators but they do not join sentences in the same way.  If you find these words between sentences, you have not found a run-together sentence.


Who

Which

Where

That

*** The following words are not conjunctions and do not join sentences.  They are also over-used. 

Also



As a result


Hence




On the other hand

Besides


However
Otherwise

Consequently

In addition


Similarly

Finally


Moreover


Then

For example


Nevertheless


Therefore

Furthermore


Next



Thus

We often have to tell students to stop using them so often in their writing.  Consider the following paragraph.


I have two fathers; however, they are very different.  My stepfather has always had a steady job.  Thus he is always able to pay the bills and buy the groceries.  On the other hand, my father doesn’t care for steady jobs.  He is a singer; moreover, he only works three to four nights a week in clubs.  Consequently, he only sends us ten dollars a month.  However, he only does this when he is out of state.  Discipline is another difference between my two dads.  For example, my stepfather believes that children should always obey their parents.  On the other hand, my father has very different views;  therefore, he always encourages my brother and me to rebel against the rules.  

The paragraph sounds silly because the sentences are so short and choppy.  Transition words should only be used very rarely--when there is a big transition between ideas.  Do not use them to join sentences.

Exercise #1

Find the following run-together sentences.  You will need to find them by underlining subjects and verbs.  When you find a new subject and verb, if no subordinator or coordinator has been used, that indicates that a new sentence is beginning.  Put a little mark or star in between the sentences that are run-togethers.  The first two are done for you.


It all started on a Friday morning, *my parents went to L.A. on a business trip *I didn't go to school because I was sick.  I had to take all of my brothers and sisters to school it took a long time, all five of us are at five different schools.  Two hours passed, I was home listening to the radio.  I received a call from one of my sisters, the 8th grader.  She told me that her friends had decided to take her to the mall, they left her and another friend there she wanted me to pick her up.  I told her that I only had permission to use the car to drive them to school I also had never driven on the freeway alone before.   She begged me to come and get her anyway, dad would kill her when he heard about it.  I got ready, I went to pick up my two close friends, I was afraid to go by myself.  We finally found her and her friend we were driving happily on our way back home,  all of a sudden I heard my friend tell me to look out.  I hit the car in front of me, I had run a stop sign.   My sister and I both got in a lot of trouble, I had taken the car without permission she had skipped school, I don't think that taking that risk was worth it.

Exercise #2


Now that you have found all of the run-together sentences in exercise #1, you will notice that if you correct them all using periods or semi-colons that you have a lot of short and choppy sentences.  The sentences are grouped here for you.  Use a subordinating and a coordinating conjunction to join as indicated.  **Use and only if another coordinating conjunction will not work.
1.  It all started on a Friday morning 
______
my parents went to L.A. on a business trip.  (Subordinating)

2.  My parents went to L.A. on a business trip 


_I didn't go to school because I was sick.  (Coordinating)

3.    I had to take all of my brothers and sisters to school

 it took a long time.  (Coordinating)

4.  It took a long time


all five of us are at five different schools.  (Subordinating)   

5.  

two hours passed, I was home listening to the radio
____
  

I received a call from one of my sisters, the 8th grader.  

( 2 Subordinating) 

6.   She told me that her friends had decided to take her to the mall 


they left her and another friend there. (Coordinating) 

7.  They left her and another friend there 

she wanted me to pick her up. (Coordinating)

8.   I told her I only had permission to use the car to drive them to school


 I also had never driven on the freeway alone before.  (Coordinating)

9.   She begged me to come and get her anyway 


 dad would kill her when he heard about it. (Subordinating)  

10.  


I got ready, I went to pick up my two close friends 


 I was afraid to go by myself.  (2 subordinating) 

11.  


 we finally found her and her friend, we were driving happily on our way back home 


  all of a sudden I heard my friend tell me to look out.   (2 Subordinating)  

12.   I hit the car in front of me


 I had run a stop sign.  (Subordinating)

13.   My sister and I both got in a lot of trouble 

 I had taken the car without permission.  (Subordinating) 

14.  I had taken the car without permission 


she had skipped school. (Subordinating)

Run-together sentences  and sentence joining

Exercise #3

Read the following paragraph.  Find all the run-together sentences.  Then, correct the choppiness by using coordinating and subordinating conjunctions.

I was 10 years old,  I moved to the U.S. from Taiwan.  I arrived in the United States  our plane first stopped in New York.  The cars, the buildings, and the people looked very different, my family and I felt like we just didn't belong.  We had to stay in New York for one night our plane was delayed because of a problem.  My family and I went out into the busy streets of New York, we had to find something to eat, we felt alienated, no one in my family knew how to speak English we felt lost, different and strange.  It felt like I had died and gone to hell.  The next day we went to San Jose my aunt lived there, we at least knew her family.  I started school in San Jose I felt left out no one spoke my language no one wanted to be my friend.  I didn't want to go back, I had no choice, my dad made me go.  At school kids made fun of me, I didn't speak English well I was always getting into fights and trouble.  Dr. Millbard says that people make other feel left out because they look different and act different, she was right in my case, I was alienated because of my race and because of my language.  She also said that the effect is humiliation, she was right about that too.  I will never forget how humiliated I felt, I was treated like an alien from another planet, I should have been treated like a new friend. 

Fragments

Sentence Fragments are groups of words that are punctuated like sentences, but are not really complete sentences.  They are errors that need to be fixed.
There are two kinds of sentence fragments:

1.  A group of words that is missing either a subject and/or a verb is called a phrase:



Examples of sentence fragments that are phrases:


A.  He apologized over and over.  Hoping for a second chance.  (no 

subject and an "-ing" verb can't be a subject by itself.


B.  It was then that my father met my mother.  A young quiet woman 

with a much more conservative family.  (no verb)

2.  A group of words that is introduced by a subordinator with only one idea following:  (The list of subordinators follows.)



Examples of sentence fragments that are subordinator fragments:


A.   Because the cost of living is so high.  Many people have to work 

hard to survive. 


B.  Families need two incomes to survive.  Which makes it very hard for 
parents to spend necessary time with their children.
Subordinators

After


By the time


That


Where

Although

Even though
Unless



Which

As


If



Until


While


Because

Since



When


Who

Before

So that


Whether

Exercise


Find and underline the fragments in the following exercise and identify whether they are phrases or subordinator fragments:


Born in 1944, in San Francisco.  The son of Mexican-American, Spanish-speaking parents.  Richard Rodriguez first learned English in grade school.  He received a B. A. in English from Stanford University.  And a Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley.  He writes about his regret at losing his Latino heritage.  Because he was assimilated into the English-speaking world of public education.  Although he disapproves of bilingual education.  Which he feels causes reverse discrimination.  


Jesse Jackson, was born in South Carolina in 1941.  He received a B.A. in sociology from North Carolina State University.  And later became a Baptist minister.  Following his studies at the Chicago Theological Seminary.  Jackson believes in bilingual education.  Since he feels that bilingual programs have been tested and proven.  He feels that this is the only way to help immigrant children.  Who suffer when they are forced to sit in confusing and unfriendly classrooms.  Where they not only do not understand what is being said.  But also are ignored and forgotten.  As the regular work of the classroom goes on without them.  


Now correct the sentences in the exercise by joining them to the sentences that they are logically connected to.  Remember to change punctuation and capitalization.

Homonyms

Homonyms are words that sound alike and are spelled differently and mean different things.  Often, because people spell according to how things sound, they put the wrong form of the word down and don't catch that it's misspelled because they have used the wrong form.  It's important to make sure to use the right form in writing because you want people to understand what you're saying and you don't want them to feel that you don't know the right form or don't care what it is.  Make sure you are clear about these different forms:


Your

shows ownership


You're
is the contraction of you are
Write in the correct form of Your / You're in the following blanks:

1.  ____________reading homework assignment is due before ____________ essay is finished.

2.  ____________going to be 10 points behind if ____________not finished before_____________ next assignment is due.

3. ____________ hoping that the teacher will forget that ____________missing one of the previous assignments and that it won't affect ____________grade.

4. ____________teacher knows that ____________doomed to disappointment.

5.  I imagine that ____________weekend will be a little busier than ____________previous one was.

6.  Don't be surprised that ____________going to get a quiz on Monday as well as____________ essay being due.

Its
shows ownership

It's
is the contraction of it is  or it has

Write in the correct form of Its / It's in the following blanks:

1.  ____________been two weeks since the car has had ____________ tune up.

2.  ____________a good car for the most part but it has _____________ small quirks.

3. ____________ one of the first Hondas that was ever made and 

____________ hard to find all of ____________ outdated parts.

4. ____________mechanic knows all about  ____________ mechanical history.

5.  But I know all about ____________ real history.   ____________ the first car I ever owned so I quizzed the owner about ____________ past.

6.   ____________ broken down on numerous occasions.  ____________ a genius at knowing how to tell just when I have a final exam.  _________ always breaking down just in time for me to avoid getting to a test I haven't studied for.

Their
shows ownership


They're
is the contraction of they are 


There
shows direction or introduces a thought

Write in the correct form of Their/ They're/ There in the following blanks:

1. Television commercials for kids manipulate kids into buying ____________ products even if  ____________ isn't any need for the products.

2.  ____________a good example of how kids want to have anything _____________ exposed to.

3. My cousins keep bothering ____________ mother all the time because 

____________ so excited about the latest toy they have seen on ____________ favorite show.

4. ____________is a Burger King on Saratoga Ave. that advertises Pokeman cards with all  ____________ "Happy Meals."

5.  My aunt isn't very happy about  ____________ advertising ploy.   ____________ not only getting the kids addicted to Pokeman.   ____________ also getting the kids addicted to junk food, which is the last thing ____________ bodies need.

6.  I've been to ____________ house a number of times when the kids are rejecting  ____________ healthy dinners and demanding pizza or burgers instead.  I feel bad for my aunt when I go ____________ because she's trying to be a good mom.  ____________ just too influenced by   _________ "friend", the TV.


Too

means also  or very

To

is direction  or part of a verb

Two

is the number 2
Write in the correct form of Too/ To/ Two in the following blanks:

1. Peers in high school place____________ much emphasis on going  ____________ parties and being ____________ cool.

2.  ____________ be popular and accepted it's important ____________ wear the right clothes and know the right people  _____________ talk ____________.

3.  ____________ of the people who made me the most miserable in high school were  ____________ insensitive  ____________  understand they exposed me ____________ .

4.  They didn't know that I wanted____________ date someone who was  ____________ uncool ____________ fit into the crowd I was in.

5.  They spent  ____________ much time avoiding thinking about feelings   ____________ wonder if their best friend had a feeling or   ____________. 

6.  They realized ____________ late that putting other people in categories, put them in a category   ____________.  I realized that I had ___________ hang out with the jerks or I would be known as one of the losers  ____________ .


Other homonyms or near homonyms that cause problems for people:

past/passed

quiet/quite

then/than

conscious/conscience

presence/presents

where/were

woman/women

through/threw

advice/advise

A good website for practice with these and other homonym errors:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/interact/g_spelhomoEX1.html
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