Part I 
Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of an American Slave
Questions for pages 23-88 (Chapters 1-9)
Grade This exercise is worth a 5 point quiz grade.
Individual Work: Each student must turn in a 150 - 200 word answer for the questions that he/she is specifically assigned. The answer must include at least one quote from Narrative of the Life of an American Slave to support the answer. Use correct MLA format and include a works cited page. Please be detailed and thorough in your ideas.

Group Work:  The group for those questions will lead the class discussion about the answers and any relevant insights. In addition, please prepare some kind of visual to help anchor your group’s answers. You can draw a scene from the text, list key words that are important to your answer, or find a relevant video. Be creative and have fun! ***All students must be prepared on the day of discussion.
1) Immediately, Douglass shows the degradation of slaves. Show some of the areas that demonstrate this. Does the matter of fact tone of the narrative make it any less compelling? Does this tone serve any purpose?

 (Rob, Ami, Lana)

2) What is significant about his seeing his Aunt Hester being whipped?  (28)

(Rafi, Ryan, Candice)

3)  The slaves sing dirge like songs (36). What is the meaning and purpose of these songs and why does Douglass include this detail in his argument against slavery?

(Frank, Kim Epps, Violet)

4) What symbolism does the garden (39) illustrate?

 (Ryo, Hendrix, Kim Johnson)

5) What legal rights do the slaves have? Is there any governmental assistance for them? What does this say about the value of slaves?

 (Maggie, Corine, Sam L.)

6) Douglass experiences great hardship, but still manages to feel a sense of hope and optimism. How do you think he retains these qualities? What makes him different from the other slaves?

(Noel, Burton, Jacob)

7) Douglass suggests that slavery corrupts both the slave and the slaveholder. Explain and give evidence of this.

(Kelly, Emily, Carlos)

8) Why is it so important for Douglass to learn to read? Do you think the same importance on reading exists today?

(Cher, Lorenzo, Marileigh, Penny)

9) For the first half of the narrative, what do you think the purpose is – to inform, persuade, enlighten, share a personal experience, entertain? Is the narrative subjective or objective? What audience is the narrative directed to?
(Alex, Regina, Jonathan, Jesus)
Part II 
Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of an American Slave
Questions for pages 89-153 (Chapters 10-End)
Grade This exercise is worth a 5 point quiz grade.

Individual Work: Each student must turn in a 150 - 200 word answer for the questions that he/she is specifically assigned. The answer must include at least one quote from Narrative of the Life of an American Slave to support the answer. Use correct MLA format and include a works cited page. Please be detailed and thorough in your ideas.

Group Work:  The group for those questions will lead the class discussion about the answers and any relevant insights. In addition, please prepare some kind of visual to help anchor your group’s answers. You can draw a scene from the text, list key words that are important to your answer, or prepare a scene enactment with your group. Be creative and have fun! ***All students must be prepared on the day of discussion.
1. What kind of meaning or symbolism surrounds the woods? Is it dangerous or safe? Is it primitive or civilized? Explain.

(Rob, Ami, Lana)

2. Why is Covey called the “snake”? What biblical allusions might apply?

(Rafi, Ryan, Candice)

3. The climax of the story is the turning point for the main character – the point at which all conflict changes. Which part of the story do you think this is and why?

(Frank, Kim Epps, Violet)

4. Why is Douglass so happy at Mr. Freeland’s even though he is still a slave?

(Ryo, Hendrix, Kim Johnson)

5. What is Sandy Jenkin’s role in the story?

(Maggie, Corine, Sam L.)

6. Dialogue is used more in the latter half of the narrative. Show where it’s effective and perhaps why or how it is used?

(Noel, Burton, Jacob)

7. What hopes and disappointments of freedom manifest in the second half of the text? What insights does Douglass make about his desire to be free?

(Kelly, Emily, Carlos)

8. Would Douglass agree that money is power? Can money buy freedom?

(Cher, Lorenzo, Marileigh, Penny)
9. What kind of psychological effects are there of being free? What kinds of misconceptions does Douglass have of the North? How do these help his argument that slavery is not effective?

(Alex, Regina, Jonathan, Jesus)
